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Preface 1

The frequency, magnitude and destructiveness of disasters are at present on
the increase, and no corner of this spaceship Earth escapes the probability of a ma-
jor natural or man-made catastrophe. China in its geographic diversity, and the
Chinese population in its numerical vasiness, unfortunately remain doubly at risk.
Historically and traditionally the country’s citizens and doctors have devised various
means of facing these major emergencies and, in line with the tremendous techno-
logical and social progress that the nation is currently demonstrating, disaster man-
agement also is establishing new methods and scientific advances in responding to
the resulting material damage and human distress.

It is in this latter field, in Disaster Medicine, that particular progress has
been made, and Professor Yi-tang Wang’s remarkable book comes as a most helpful
guide and useful tool to save lives and alleviate suffering under most difficult condi-
tions.

Disaster Medicine is a complex, multidisciplinary and multisectorial science
that covers the diverse aspects of medicine and health care and, additionally, inti-
mately concerns the community’s social fabric, so vulnerable in all disasters. As a
specialty it is closely related to but quite different from Emergency Medicine. It
deals with the acute as well as long-drawn health consequences of such destructive
events as earthquakes, floods, drought and typhoons-so common in China, and of
such man-made disasters as environmental upheavals, industrial accidents, toxic
and radioactive pollution, epidemics and conflicts. Research in and the application
of disaster medicine thus concern a wide range of related subjects and disciplines,
which explain the necessity of this extensive book.

Over many years | have had multiple occasions to witness Prof. Wang’s expe-
rience in disaster medicine and Professor Zhong-min Liu’s techniques in disaster

surgery, both expertly practised in the field and eloquently presented in academic



and international fora. Together with their Chinese colleagues and international col-
laborators they have produced this monumental work which represents the state of
the art in health disaster management in all its complexities, and successfully com-
plements Prof. Xiao-hong Shao’s earlier work on emergencies.

It has been a privilege for me to be associated with this significant project and I

am convinced that it will prove to be an inspiration as well as an invaluable guide for

S. William A. GUNN, MD, MS, FRCSC, FRCSI(Hon), DSc(Hon), Drh ¢

President, International Association for Humanitarian Medicine

all those engaged in the struggle ag'éinst disasters.

President-Emeritus, World Association for Disaster and Emergency Medicine

Feb. 18, 2009
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