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My Reflections on Old Calendar Pictures
Zhang Xi chang

Calendar picture is a branch of the traditional Chinese Spring Festival painting originated in
Shanghai, the most developed center of modern and contemporary commerce. Calendar picture was
originally a kind of printed colour picture painted with the technique of lightcolouring by brush rubbing,
together with the printed solar calendar and lunar calendar as well as the solar periods of four seasons.
There was also commodity advertisement on it. Later on it became a special term used to refer to
the printed colour pictures painted with the technique of light colouring by brush rubbing. This kind
of picture, even there is only a calendar or a trade mark or the name of a manufacturer, is still called
calendar picture.

According to the study made by Mr Wang Shucun, a famous Spring Festival painting specialist, the
word “calendar picture” first appeared in the twenty-second year of the emperor Guangxu of the Qing
Dynasty (1869). At the time there was a draft bank called Hongfulai on the prosperous No. 4 Horse
Road in Shanghai. It issued a lottery ticket with a free picture titled Colourful Scenes of Shanghai:
Chinese and Western Calendar. With the appearance of this picture, the term “calendar picture” has
come into existence till now.

The main subject matter of calendar picture was traditional beauty. The four ancient beauties,
respectively Xishi, Lady Yang, Wang Zhaojun and Diaochan, were common in ancient costumed beauty
pictures while those famous actresses in the early years of the Republic of China like Ruan Lingyu, Hu
Die, Lu Meiyu and so on became models for fashion beauty pictures. The second major theme of the
pictures was classical characters, historical stories and modern lady garments. The commodities and
services advertised on the calendar were mostly cigarettes as well as battery, general merchandise,
insurance, lamp oil, fertilizer, medicine and wine.

The unique style of calendar picture was initiater by Mr Zheng Mantuo's adoption of the technique of
light colouring by brush rubbing.

ng. The painters did not overemphasize the shadow and brightness of the tableau. They absorbed
western water colour painting techniques in the treatment of colours but did not meticulousy seek
obvious brush stroke changes. The appearances of the pictures showed light elegance, exquisite and



soft. The portrait of modern women was especially well done in that the characters in fashions were
elegantly poised. This style was highly regarded at the time.

The carbon powder rubbing technique started by Mr. Zheng Mantuo stemmed from the painting of
photo portrait which was called “pencil painting of photo prtrait” . That was, when they drew portrait
based on a photo, besides adopting the method of enlarging by drawing checks or by using photograph,
the painters also used the technique of gently rubbing pencil marks so as to achieve the three-
dimensional effect and to make the face appear even and soft. This was how the “pencil painting of
photo portrait” came into being. Many calendar picture painters were formerly painters of photo portrait.
They had the experience of painting portraits, portraits of the aged, and portraits of the deceased.
Influenced by photography, the painters applied to some extent the realistic painting techniques of
western arts to precisely sketch the characters' shapes and appearances with rich three-dimensional
effect, which formed the distinct features of calendar picture.
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This painting was made by Hang Xiying. It was the advertising
poster for Hatamen Cigarette, a famous brand in the 1920s. A
gracious woman, gorgeous dress, enchanting eyes and delicate
decorations were all the epitomes in the early years of the Republic
of China.




X, A HEMEZEM. 85, Beauties were the major themes of the monthly

WIAT R, AR EBA, ZF G e AR R Ik advertising posters. The flying hair, fashionable earrings,
FER A, AT A . DU JE 41 and the unique disposition form the focus of attention.
T20tH L0 404F AR I Pa A8 B 8 4 i This was the Hatamen cigarette advertising painting

made by Hang Xiying in the 1940s.
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T3, o, RN LFH—KNE. —§ Hunting and keeping dog pets were the fashion for women.
BAEE L, GiHKBEENEES, DA A beauty in the hunting wear, with a gun beside looks
BTG . 8 AEE T 2030 FERAERIEH “cool” and “handsome” . This was the “Hunting
B, ERE. Painting” made by Mingsheng for the Detaiheng shopping

center in the 1930s.
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