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| “Heard” the Love

RFETROFES

5358 ]

When I was growing up I do not recall hearing the words “I love
you” from my father. When your father never says them to you when
you are a child, it gets tougher and tougher for him to say those
words as he gets older. To tell the truth, I could not honestly
remember when I had last said those words to him either. I decided to
set my ego aside and make the first move. After some hesitation, in
our next phone conversation I blurted out the words, “Dad... I love
you!”

There was a silence at the other end and he awkwardly replied,
“Well, same back at you!”

I chuckled and said, “Dad, I know you love me, and when you
are ready, I know you will say what you want to say. ”

Fifteen minutes later my mother called and nervously asked,
“Paul, is everything okay?”

A few weeks later, Dad concluded our phone conversation with
the words, “Paul, I love you.” I was at work during this conversation
and the tears were rolling down my cheeks as I finally “heard” the
love. As we both sat there in tears we realized that this special
moment had taken our father/son relationship to a new level.

A short while after this special moment, my father narrowly

s 135




escaped death following heart surgery. Many times since, I have
_ pondered the thought, if I did not take the first step and Dad did not
Y survive the surgery, I would have never “heard” the love.
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BE tough [af] adj. WAERY; "R3R6; FEA; SREER; HLRK
B4 We won the contract but only through a lot of tough negotiating.
BMBFTER, BR¥EZHT $ REMEHEF,



Hl honestly [ 'onistli] adv. #WscH, ZLH
[51#3a] honest [ 'onist] adj. WSEH, EHM; HIRK, H
E:3:)
Bl prm not holding out on you. I honestly don’t know where he
is.
BARAKEHR, BOA Rl ERE,
Kl ego ['iigou] n. A%, HT, AY
B That failure was a blow to my ego.
AR % WA B o — T,
Bl hesitation [ hezi'teifon] n. ¥, B
[B1H#5]] hesitate [ 'heziteit] v. I, BEEE;, NEE
Bty s frequent hesitations annoyed the audience.
th =& A RBET Xk, TRELEIRM,
B blurt [bloxt] v. wOHiH, ARULH
Bt He was apt to blurt out the whole truth, in cases where other
people would have kept silence.
o F AT AL ARAYE, mARALEXAFLT
W AE BTN,
[ awkwardly [ 'stkwadli] adj. 54, BT adv. SRt
Bl He was obviously very nervous and for some minutes stood
awkwardly before the microphone.

R RGBT S T 4L ;:

A4
E chuckle ['akl] vi. /n. 7% g4 M
Bt 1 could hear him chuckling to himself as he read that funny ﬁ
article.

R —DEMBEHBH LT -2 2BRE
El conversation [ konva'seifon] n. %, ik

[51H15]] converse [kon'vois] n. FHRHY, #, Him ‘
adj. MK, BEE, B v. KR, RiE, [TTEHL] I
L2 g



Bt The professor invited his students to his home for conversation.
HEREFFAMNINATRLLE,
) Bl roll [roul] v. () %3h: & B HiEn & BH
Bi%)  The slow steady roll of the ship made him sick.
RETIFRERIE LA T,
surgery [ 'saidzori] n. 4hEL, SREIFAR
Bt He underwent open-heart surgery.
W2 T HRIMETR ST K
il ponder ['ponda] v. B&, #E, HR
Bty He pondered for some minutes before giving an answer.
WEET U4 A RS,
B survive [sa'vaiv] vi. 3EfF, QKEEAFTE vi. EHRTHE; Ik

Bl 10 the jungle, they were driven to extremes in order to

survive.

AR, WA T £ BB ERBIHATH
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BE 1 was at work during this conversation and the tears were rolling down
my cheeks as I finally “heard” the love.
ITREHNEREE L, AAT "N HENEETE, K
#h B KR F AT T ko
| As we both sat there in tears we realized that this special moment had
taken our father/son relationship to a new level.
W T HRATVHAAR AL AL R @, EA S X AR 6 B Z)
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Children’s Praise
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When we’re young and we dream of love and fulfillment, we
think perhaps of moon-drenched Parisian nights or walks along the
beach at sunset. No one tells us that the greatest moments of a
lifetime are fleeting, unplanned and nearly always catch us off
guard.

Not long ago, as I was reading a bedtime story to my seven-
year-old daughter, Annie, I became aware of her focused gaze. She
was starring at me with a faraway, trance like expression.

Apparently , completing The Tale of Samuel Whiskers was not
as important as we first thought.

I asked what she was thinking about.

“Mommy,” she whispered, “I just can’t stop looking at your
pretty face.”

I almost dissolved on the spot.

Little did she know how many trying moments the glow of her
sincerely loving statement would carry me through over the following
years.

Not long after, I took my four-year-old son to an elegant
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