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EFORE YOU READ

William Shakespeare was a very famous writer. What do you
know about him? Are these sentences true? Check (v ) Yes or
No.

1. Shakespeare was American. 1 Yes [ No
2. Shakespeare wrote poems and plays. [JYes [JNo
3. He was an actor. [JYes [ No
4. His plays are still popular today. [0 Yes [ No

Now read about William Shakespeare and check your answers.
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At the age of one, Wiliam Shakespeare was lucky to be
alive. After he was born, a deadly disease came to England. It
was called the plague. It killed thousands of people. But William
Shakespeare lived. '

Shakespeare grew up in Stratford-upon-Avon, England. He
went to school nine hours a day, six days a week. In 1582, at
age 18, he married Anne Hathaway, a farmer’s daughter. She
was eight years older than he was. Their first child was a
daughter. Later they had twins. In 1585, Shakespeare left
Stratford-upon-Avon. His wife and children stayed behind. No .
one knows why he left or what he did between 1585 and 1592.

In 1592, Shakespeare lived in London. He rented rooms or
lived with friends. He visited his wife and family once a year.
Shakespeare became an actor, and he also wrote plays. He
usually acted in his own plays. Some of his most famous plays
eo and Juliet, Hamlet, and Macbeth. He wrote 37
l. They are still popular today.

the plague came again. Many people died. The
losed for two ye Shakespeare could not write

he w Wﬁarr"lhe*y\mﬁl%ei opened,

§

plague n. &%
earn v. ¥ ;K 1F
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Shakespeare wrote plays again. Shakespeare had a theater
group. It was the most successful group of that time.
Shakespeare earned almost no money from his writing. But he
made a lot of money from acting. With this money he bought a
large house in Stratford-upon-Avon for his family. He was
friendly with the richest people in town. He was a gentleman—a
man of high class who didn’t have to work.

At age 49, Shakespeare retired and went to live in
Stratford-upon-Avon. He died at 52. He left his money to his
family. He left his genius to the world.
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EFORE YOU READ

Florence Nightingale was a famous nurse. What are three
important qualities for a nurse? Discuss your answers with a

partner.

A nurse should be:

clean kind educated strong
rich pretty intelligent polite

Now-read about Florence Nightingale.

e o

b
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Florence Nightingale was English, but she was born in Italy.
Her parents named her Florence, after the city. Her family was
rich, so Florence grew up with everything she wanted. When she
became a young woman, her parents wanted her to get married.
But Florence did not want to get married. She wanted to be a
nurse. Her parents were angry. In those days, hospitals were
dirty places. Respectable women did not work in hospitals. But
Florence did not listen to her parents. She studied to be a nurse.
Soon, she supervised a hospital for women in London. She was
a great success.

In 1854, there was a war. Many British soldiers were in a
hospital in Turkey. The hospital needed help. Florence
Nightingale volunteered to go to Turkey. She brought 38 nurses
to help her. When she got there, 42 percent of the soldiers in the
hospltal were dying. The hospital was very dirty. There was not
ood or clothing for the sick. Nightingale and her nurses
clean and put the hospital in order. In just one month
rcent of the soldiers were dying! Nightingale worked
a day. Every night she walked around the hospital with
She comforted th ck soldiers The soldiers loved

with the ‘”@u’dg%\s_tory was in
'm"'“’i
sy




LK ---56 IR AHE DD

the newspapers in England, and she became famous. Even
Queen Victoria, the queen of England, wanted to meet her.

After two years, Nightingale went back to England. She was
very sick, but she still worked. She started a school for nurses.
The school continues to this day. Nightingale never married. But
she did not live alone. She had 60 cats. When she was 43,
Nightingale became sick. She was in bed for the rest of her life.
She continued to work to help others. She died at age 90. We
remember Florence Nightingale because she helped make
nursing the important profession that it is today.

BoBxr MFRE-ETHER

BB LT - B TSR RALIEE A (Bl A ZE AR, WAL EEFH
BB BT T A AR AT . WFRREA UL, B TR
K BB AR SRR . K RAHEIRET , A AR i 5 1 ,
TR T AR R ARLES , fAR 24301, g A R A A AR, B
TR, B B I ARSEEB T, B THRRRIT MR, il
EIES ITEY &1+, R, R IR — R NIk
HIBERE , H4k48 T B KRR

1854 4E4R B T — 5% . W ERE G RIS T L HH—KE
rs;e mbzzg %Eﬁﬁo ﬁT#&frﬁT 38 A LB L

%omem@fﬂﬁ i
20 /it ’é%ﬁ%k&%‘@%ﬁﬂﬁﬁéﬁ%%ﬁt&%ﬁiﬁﬁo i




P~

BEhE: -

AR bty , AATIFR A AT S 7, A RETIR T i
MR T AN BRI E B EL A F 2 T

PIAESR , B T M /ROR BB o 34 T , T RS AR, (B R 1t A7)

RIBFE AR WIFID T — P L2418, X P — E D EIS K B T

- MERAGRIR, BT BIE AT, TR T 60 HUli. 43 a1

WET, FER RN T RE, (BRI NEREBI MR TIE, t

90 %/ it o BATHSHZEDE - B TR, B %5 S4B T

YEREIR A KX N — IR E Z A B .




e

LK 56 RI2AHE DN

JAIKOVSKY

B o ke Vo e Ve
1) EFORE YOU READ

Peter llich Tchaikovsky wrote beautiful. What do you know about
him? Are these sentences true? Check (/) Yes or No.

1. Tchaikovsky was Polish." [0 Yes [ No
2. Tchaikovsky was famous for his ballets. [J Yes [ No
3. Tchaikovsky did not hear very well. [0 Yes [J No
4. Tchaikovsky was a happy person. [0 Yes [ No

Now read about Peter llich Tchaikovsky and check your answers.




g PEGER ILICH GCHAIKOVSKY

————— it ————

Peter llich Tchaikovsky was born in 1840 in Russia. His
family was rich and sent him to special schools. Tchaikovsky
went to a university and studied law. But at the age of 23, he
decided to give his.life to music. He studied music in Saint
Petersburg. When he was 26, he wrote his first symphony.

Tchaikovsky became a famous and successful composer.
But he did not live a happy or exciting life. He was very shy and
lived alone. Every day he stayed home and wrote music. He was
often unhappy. He was afraid of many things. He was afraid to
die. He was also afraid his head would fall off his shoulders. This
was a problem when he conducted music. So he sometimes held
his head with his left hand and conducted with his right hand.

In 1876, Tchaikovsky received a letter from a mysterious
rich widow. Her name was Madame von Meck. She said she
is music and offered to send him money every year.
s one condition. They must never meet. Tchaikovsky
‘hey wrote to each other for 14 years. Then Madame
< suddenly stopped writing. Tchaikovsky was very hurt.
;died three years later, he said her name.

drahk'q:mqm@a\zi?d\’vyater. He
i wwﬁﬂ "

composer n. /¥ ¥
contaminate v. 75 %
ballet n. &% #




