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Foreword
After four months of hard work, the Naxi Dongba Pictographic Calligraphy Art is published at last under the care
of Yufinan People’s Publishing House. It is a gift of the author dedicating to the Kunming International Horticultural
Exposition and the International Dongba Culture Festival that will be held in Lijiang. w

The Naxi piclograph has a long history. Many famous scholars such as Mr. J. F. Rock and Mr. Li Lincan

studied and introduced it to the world at the beginning of the 20th century. From then on, Naxi pictograph is
getting well known in the world. There are two reasons, The first, the ancestors of Naxi people created Naxi pictograph.
Itis the only ancient pictograph that is still living. The second, the Naxi Dongba scriptiires that are of tale

stories of human being 1n ancient time, were recorded by Naxi pictographs and passed on to nowadays. These

stories describe all aspects of life of ancient human vividly. They are precious materials for studying life of ancient society
by anthropology, sociology. philosophy, religion, ethnology, linguistics and philology, etc. It is worth to be astonished just
for the two reasons. The pictographic characters were produced under the historic background of a period human
developing from savage times 1o civilized times. There for, the pictograph is a magnificent feast of Naxi people to

inherit ancient culture. We hail it on the occasion of International Dongba Culture Festival.

jiang is really
worthy of the title “the world famous historic and cultural city” because of the Naxi pictograph. Today,
the human is in the age of highly developed and civilized society. This coliscuon not only let readers to
taste calligraphic and historical value of pictographic characters, the more important is to let readers realize the great
intelligence of ancient people who created pictographic characters through thinking in terms of image. It is
the great feat of ancient mﬂp‘f whose creation lasted and made the highly developed and civilized society of

today. And that is the real meaning of understanding and studying Naxi pictograph.

Zhou Tiamo
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Preface

My fellow villager Jiamo devotes himself to the study of Naxi pi i i The ishing of this

collection undoubtedly is a milestone for him. I congratulate him. B
There're about 30 thousand Dongba manuscriptures writing by ancient Dongba pictograph, which is the only living

pictograph in the world, spreading at home and abroad. 1 used to read many Dongba scriptures, and always gasp in

for the i i of the Dx fests). T should say the Dongbas were the real pictographic
calligraphers. But for thousand years the writing of pictographs was not Jooked as calligaphy. It is in the present age that
{o inherit and develop the pictographic writing as a calligraphy art. Now there are many pictographic calligraphers in Naxi
scholars, Mr. Jiamo is an outstanding figure among them. ~§$§
1 used to think that it's diffeult to get the essence of Dongba calligraphy. By readi:gmt;re than four hundreds
pictographs of this collection, I think Mr. Jiamo had gotten it.Naturally, it depends on his unremitting efforts.
The first characteristic of this collection is model style as the Chirese copybook. It has an aesthetic feeling for the well-
balanced overall structure. The left and right is symmetric, the up and down parallel.
The feature of single character calligraphy is vivid and extremely lifelike. Most pictograps of the callection are af
people, birds and goods. They all looks like the real one. To do it is not easy.
The smoothniess of lines is a sign of fine calligraphy. Most of the collection are finished at one stroke or two to three
strokes, just like floating clouds and flowing water. It's natural and fine work.
Though it's a calligraphic work, the Chinese, English and IPA are provided for the particularity of the pictography. Thus
the artistic work also has practical function. 1ts really a pictographic dictionary with quality of artistic appreciation.
The publishing of this collection will carry forward the Dongba culture, the excellent cultural heritage of the Chinese
nation, and improve cultural and academic exchange at home and abroad. It surely will gain the favor of the readers.
1 congratulate Jiamo, and look forward to his new works. Here is a quatrain expressing my hope.
The unique characters of homeland is for you to cut out, _
The magic pictographs become popula in a short time. gﬁ ) 4
&

By leaming the natural principle you got the true essenice,

Like the live water from the fountainhead will never dry up.

Yang Shiguang

in Daibozhai of Kunming
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Calligraphy Manual

‘There are about 1400 Naxi pictographs altogether. The 600 odd everyday expressions of Dongba

pictographs of this manual were selected from Naxi Pictograph Manual wrote and edited by famous

!
rofessor Fang Guoyu and proved by famous scholar He Zhiwu, and Everyday Expressions of Dongba Piclographs by
famous scholar Zhao Jinxiu. These pictographic characters usually have nature of word root, and one character can
express different meaning, or make a new word or special word by two characters.

Concerning the writing, Dongba pictographs used to be written with a special pen made of bamboo. It looks smooth

and' vivid, As to the vertical scroll and horizomal scroll of pictographic calligraphy were written with

writing brush. The calligraphy works stated above have been existing since ancient times. It is in the
80's of the 20th century that the pictographic calligraphy works came into cultural market. With implementing the policy
of reforming and openning to the outside world, Naxi pictograph is paid close attentions by spectalists and scholars in and
abroad, Creating and spreading of pictographic calligraphy works including central scroll, vertical scroll, fan—

3
covering elc. is getting wide. Large numbers of pictographi calligrapher A”%“, emerged representing by some famous

Donghas(priests), scholars and Naxi calligraphers and artists. Their calligraphy works displayed once again the brilliance

of ancient with distincti ities, different styles and vivid patterns. It played an important role in

promoting the cultural exchange between the Naxi people and the other peoples of the world.

The manual was improved on the ion of summing up i Because the writing brush has

the quality of easy to change, it was handled carefully. And it has the effect of delightful contrast for it is

well organized and the space between characters and lines is appropriate.
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