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Xiang Bengui (1947.4—) is an outstanding Miao Writer and
also, one of the most important writers of Hunan province from the
end of the 20th century to the beginning of the 21st century. He is a
native of Yuanling county of Hunan province. Because of the Cultural
Revolution, he couldn’t go to college after his graduation from high
school and then he took up farming for 12 years. He began to publish
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literary works from 1980. He is a member of Chinese Writers Associa-
tion, and is awarded as National First - class Writer. He has succes-
sively served as the vice - president of Hunan Federation of Literary
and Art Circles, a member of national committee of Chinese Writers
Association. Up to the end of 2005, he published 10 novels, over 40
medium - length novels, over 100 short stories, proses and essays,
and altogether more than 6 million words. His novel “ Verdant Ridge
Mountain Boundless Sea” was regarded as one of the best 10 novels
during the 50 years after 1949 and won the prize of the 7th national
“Five Aspects Project” and the 6th national literary “Horse Award” .
His anthology of medium - length novels “This Land” gained the 7th
national literary “Horse Award” and his novel “Panlong Port” gained
the Excellent Books Prize of East China in 1999. In the year of 2000,

he visited the United States as a member of Chinese writers delegation.
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Preface of “Contemporary Miao Writers’ Series”

In 2003, the Ethnic Publishing House has published the “Bai
Writers’ ‘Series” and “Dong Writers’ Series” of “ Contemporary Chi-
nese Minority Nationality Writers” Library ”. In the June of 2004,
“Miao Writers” Series” was put on the agenda. Then, a group was
formed for publication: professor Yue Daiyun of the Chinese Depart-
ment of Peking University ; Mr. Zhu Qunhui, journalist of “Consump-
tion Daily " and concurrently the researcher of Miao Study Institute of

the Central University for Nationalities; professor Xu Xinjian of the
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Chinese Department of Sichuan University; professor Ling Yu of the
Chinese Department of Hunan Normal University; associate professor
Pan Yingjiu of Miao Study Institute of the Central University for Na-
tionalities; candidate doctor Dong Min of the History Department of
_the Central University for Nationalities; doctor Shi Defu of Miao
Study Institute of the Central University for Nationalities; Mr. Ou
Guangming, the associate senior editor of the Ethnic Publishing House;
associate professor Wu Xiaodong of Minority Literature Institute of
Chinese Academic of Social Science. Altogether 25 volumes will be
published, and Zhu Qunhui in charge of the detailed selection work.
During the process of publication, we got great help from all the Miao
writers and other individuals of various circles. We are whole - hearted
obliged to each Miao writer, to those who supported this publication
greatly especially Mr. Teng Jiuming a member of the 16th Central
Commission for Discipline Inspection of the CPC, Mr. Shi Ding a
member of the central standing committee of the Revolutionary Com-
mittee of the Chinese Kuomintang, Mr. Yuan Renguo the general -
manager of Kweichow Moutai Co. Ltd, and Mr. Yu Binxi the director
and general - editor of the Ethnic Publishing House.

At present, Miao population on mainland is about 10 million (the
Sth census in the year of 2000 shows the data of 8,940,000), and it is
the fifth large nationality among the 56 nationalities in China. Miao
people mainly live in Guizhou, Hunan, Yunnan, Chongging, Guangxi,
Hubei, Sichuan, Guangdong, Hainan, Zhejiang, Jiangsu, Fujian and Bei-
jing etc. Miao people have their own language from ancient time, and

now 80% Miao are still using their mother tongue. They use Miao
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script created in 1956, however, most contemporary Miao writers use
Chinese in their writings.

What is Miao literature? How to define M iao literature? This is a
problem has been confusing experts and scholars for many years, and
there are many different definitions. In our opinion, whatever language
was used and whatever subject or theme was chosen, literary works
created by Miao individual or group are Miao Literature.

During the 20th century, Chinese literature flourished at 1930s,
1940s, 1980s, and the early years of 1990s. In June 1986, the first na-
tional Miao writers’ symposium on literary creation was held in Wein-
ing Yi Hui Miao autonomous county of Guizhou province. There were
more than 100 participants and Miao Writers were over 50% . Miao
writers Wu Lve, Shi Tairui, He Xiaozhu, Shi Ding and Wu Enze etc.
attended this symposium; Shen Congwen was absent because of ill-
ness. The second and the third Miao writers’ symposium were held in
Kaili city and Songtao Miao autonomous county of Guizhou province
in July 1987 and August 1990. These three symposiums have greatly
improved the development of Chinese Miao author literature ——dur-
ing the 20 years from 1986 to 2006, achievements were quite beyond
the past 85 years from 1900 to 1985. Furthermore, contemporary Mi-
ao writers such as Xiao Renfu, Xiang Bengui, Deng Hongshun, Xiang
Qijun, He Xiaotong and Shi Tairui etc are members among the most
important writers in Hunan province; Wu Enze, Wu lve, Shi Ding and
Zhao Chaolong etc are members among the most important writers in
Guizhou province; Li Biyu and Yang Mingyuan are members among

the most important writers in Yunnan province; He Xiaozhu and Did-
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aizhuodong are members among the most important writers in
Chongging city; Hou Yuxin is one of the most important writers in
Henan province and Tai e (Zeng Xiaohua) is one of the most impor-
tant writers in Guangdong province; besides, the national famous
scholars Yue Daiyuan, Ling Yu and Xu Xinjian also has excellent liter-
ary works. In the book “History of Miao Literature” which was over
530 thousand words and finished in 1994, the author said: “Many
contemporary Miao writers are really quite successful, and there are a-
bout 10 writers are members of Chinese Writers Association, and near-
ly 50 writers have joined provincial Writers Associations. However,
only Cheng Jing and Li Biyu published novels, and this is a difficulty
must be broken through for the prosperity of Miao literature.” (Writ-
ten by Su Xiaoxing and published by Sichuan Ethnic Publishing House
in December 2003.) Actually, this “difficulty” was broken through
thoroughly before 1993, for Jiang Mu, Li Ao, Hou Yuxin and other
miao writers had published novels already. To the end of 2006, a-
chievements of Miao author literature is much more fruitful than a-
chievements of Miao folk literature on 20 times. The old idea that Mi-
ao people only possess folk literature but have no author literature has
passed away.

According to Zhu Qunhui’s research, within the 56 years from
1950 to 2006 (Miao series is selected within this time limit), there are
more than 50 writers are members of Chinese Writers Association, and
more than 170 writers are members of provincial Writers Associations.
During the past 50 years, Miao writers have published more than 100
novels, 400 medium - length novels, 100 short - story anthologies, 100
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prose anthologies, 100 dramas and plays, 50 poetry anthologies. Apart
from these writings, also there are many literary works carried on mag-
azines and journals. Among all the above achievements, fictions take a
very important role and give further influence. Based on thorough and
detailed academic study, we could draw a conclusion objectively and
fairly: as a whole, Miao writers group is one of the best among those
of the 56 nationalities, and some works have already achieved national
or even world level.

Did Miao author literature exist in the history of modern Chinese
literature? In the “History of Miao Literature” (note: actually it is a
book about “Miao folk literature introduction”), which was published
by Guizhou People’s Publishing House in August 1981, it said: “Be-
fore Liberation, there was no specialized Miao writers and therefore
Miao author literature hardly got any influence. The produce of Miao
writers and author literature was after 1949.” Is this true? In fact,
there were quite a lot famous Miao writers on the first haif of the
20th century, such as Shen Congwen, Zhu Xiang, Tian M ingyu, Xiong
Xiling, Qin Zihao, Qin Hanchuan, Shu Dazhen, Zi Mo, Long Ji, Liang
Juwu, Shi Mingkui, Shi Bantang, Long Nayan, Shi Tingchen, Wu Jian-
ju, Long Fengxiang, Shi Qigui, Wu Tingmei, Wu Hengliang, Wu Yinghe,
Wu Jichun, Wu Lantai, Luo Jifan, Zhang Chengda and so on. Further-
more, Shen Congwen is a generally acknowledged literary giant with in-
ternational influence, and his masterpiece “Remote City” is not only
one of the best medium - length novels in the 20th century of China,
but also a classic which was worldly known before 1981.

For recent years, Su Xiaoxing (i, senior editor of Guizhou Fed-
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eration of Literary and Art Circles), Miao Qing (original name Shi Jun-
cen, Miao, associate professor of Guizhou University for Nationali-
ties), Zhu Qunhui (Miao, journalist of “Consumption Daily” and con-
currently the researcher of Miao Study Institute of the Central Univer-
sity for Nationalities), they devoted themselves to studying Miao lit-
erature on the whole and have many attainments. Su Xiaoxing spent 10
years on “History of Miao Literature” (note: about 20% on Miao au-
thor literature), altogether 530 thousand words and finished in 1994. In
the year of 1992, Miao Qing began to compile the 15 volumes of
“China Miao Literature Series”, 5 volumes for author literature, 8 vol-
umes for folk literature and 2 volumes for literary criticism, and there
were only 4 volumes published at the end. After 10 years of hard
work, Zhu Qunhui published “On Chinese Miao Literature of the
20th Century ”; participated the compilation of “China Minority Lit-
erature Chronicle of the 20th Century " (took charge the part of Miao
literature); independently compiled 6 volumes of “ Selected China Mi-
ao Literary Works of the 20th Century” (including fiction, poem,
prose, drama, folk literature, and literary criticism), “ Biographies of
China Miao Writers” and “Chronicle of M ajor Events on China Miao
Literature” ; also he is the executive chief editor of this “Contempora-
ry Miao Writers’ Series”. However, among the plenty of editions on
Chinese literature, for example “history of contemporary Chinese liter-
ature”, “history of modem and contemporary Chinese literature”,
“history of Chinese literature in the 20th century”, and even like the
editions such as “history of contemporary Chinese minority litera-

ture”, “survey of contemporary Chinese minority literature”, “ histo-
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ry of Chinese minority literature” , almost have nothing on the value of
contemporary Miao literature. We are expecting that “Contemporary
Miao Writers’ Series” will support to change the old idea that the Mi-
ao literature is close to blank.

In the history of modern Chinese literature, Miao writer Shen
Congwen is worldly known. The Nobel Prize for literature of 1988
should have been awarded to Shen Congwen, but unfortunately he died
before the decision was announced. In 2000, professor Goran M ar-
Imqvist, a famous Sinologist, a member of the review committee of
Nobel Prize for literature, and the academician of Swedish Academy
who thinks that “Shen Congwen was the greatest writer in China of
the 20th century” visited China and told some truth. He said: “As an
academician of Swedish Academy, 1 must remain tight - mouthed a-
bout things that are still within 50 years. However, my admiration and
deép respect to Shen Congwen urged me to break my promise of
keeping secret.-:«-- I am sure that, if he had not passed away in 1988,
he would have been awarded this Nobel Prize” (from “Mingpao
Monthly”, October 2000). Among the contemporary Miao writers,
the following make important achievements: Li Ao, Jiang Mu, Xiao
Renfu, Xiang Bengui, He Xiaotong, Xiang Qijun, Wu Enze, Li Biyu,
Wu Lve, Hou Yuxin, Deng Hongshun, He Xiaozhu, Didaizhuodong,
Shi Tairui, Tai E, Shi Ding, Li Shunhua, Long Qian, Zhao Chaolong,
Wang Yuesheng, Yang Mingyuan, Xie Jiagui and so on, and all these
writers mentioned above were awarded provincial or national prize on
literature. Li Ao is one of the most famous writers in Taiwan. Alto-

gether his literary works are more than 20 million words. He competed



