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the best part of two centuries

For

criticized and romanticized. It has in-

the bush has been analyzed,

spired poets, painters, filmmakers and
television producers, preoccupied the na-
tion’s politicians, and attracted our social
commentators. It has evoked both love
and terror, and fascinated generations of
Australians. There is no doubt that the
bush has an iconic (#% 3 #9) status in
Australian life and has featured strongly
in any debate about national identity. In-
deed, it has been revered as a source of
national ideals by the likes of Henry
Lawson and Banjo Paterson.
The Search for Identity

Three-quarters of the population had
been born Australia and the
camaraderie and defiance of the diggers
on the goldfields became a huge source

in

of national pride. Their egalitarianism
(F % £ 3L ), mateship, and disdain for
authority were to become central to the
national character.

The 1890s saw a continued increase
in nationalism and with it the creation of
the Australian bush
extension of the goldfield legend. The

legend an
characters of the bush were imbued with
the same qualities that the diggers on the

goldfields possessed. The “Bushman”
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was seen as a resourceful, independent
man who trusted only his mates.

Lawson believed that an Aus-
tralian identity must emanate from its
own soil, not from the safe green
fields of the mother country, Britain.
Lawson saw the “struggle” with the
bush as central to our identity. His vi-
sion was gloomy:

There is nothing to see, however,
and not a soul to meet. You might
walk for twenty miles along this track
without being able to fix a point in
your mind, unless you are a Bushman.
This is because of the everlasting,
maddening sameness of the stunted
trees (4 K & FL&5 4 DA K).

The Bushranger (M #3555 %)

WwWere escapees or

Bushrangers
criminals, and the bush was the perfect
place for these outlaws to remain
anonymous. The bush became associ-
ated with wildness and lawlessness.
From around the mid 1800s onwards,
the bushrangers were admired, princi-
pally because they defied the authori-
ties. They were symbols of resistance
against Britain and the colonial au-
thorities and were perceived as coura-
geous and patriotic. They were men of
the land, self-reliant, independent and
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symbols of defiance. They were the em-
bodiment of the bush.
The Bush Today

While bush ideals have been revered

in recent years with television programs
like Bush Tucker Man and films like
Crocodile Dundee ({(% # 3F 11 )), the
1980s and 1990s have seen the bush
become synonymous with drought, debt,
depopulation and unemployment. In his
Australia Day address in 2002, author and
ecologist Tim Flannery said Australians
could only become a “true people” by
developing “deep, sustaining roots in the
land”. He said,
inheritance and the only force powerful
enough to craft a truly Australian people.”

(459 words)

“the land was at once our
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analyze['®nolaiz] v. #7
camaraderie[ keemo'ra:dort ]

n BEEEE
craft[kra:ft] v.. ¥
defy[di'far] v. AREH
drought[dravt ] n. T8
embodiment[ im'bodimant ]

n. REEI
evoke[1'vouk ] vt. B|i#2, &2
fascinate[ 'fesmert ] vi. {3 2k
legend['ledzond] n. 5%
outlaw['auvtlo: ] n. % E
preoccupy | pr1'pkjupar |

vi. EARBE
revere[r1'via(r)] v. R

sustain[so'stem ] v. 4+
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anonymous[a'npnimas | adj. E &
colonial[ka'lounioal | adj. FER #b &
commentator|'komoantertaf)] 7. 3¥it &
defiance[dr'farons | n. &, B
disdain[dis'den] 7. [+for] B
ecologist[ iir'kolod31st ] 7. 475
escapee[1;sker'pi:] 7. HT-F
everlasting[ eva'laistip ]

adj. XAR, FEH
gloomy( 'glurmi ] adj. FARE &Y
mateship['mertfip] n. {kE% &R
patriotic[ patri'vtik ] adj. &EEH
principally['prinsopli] adv. * & i
resourceful [rr'so:sful ] adj. B8 ZiEH
romanticise[rou'mentisaiz] vt. SR8k
synonymous[ s1'nonimas ]

adj. [with] 5+ FI &4
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Unit 2

American Car Culture
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America was destined to change on
October 1, 1908, when the Ford Model T
(T % 4 4F % ) was made available to
dealers. The Model T ushered in a new
era of “automobility”. Before the cre-
ation of the Model T, automobiles were
only available to the upper class, and the
cars were poorly designed to handle the
rough roads. The Model T was designed
with utility in mind, ideal for getting out
of ruts on muddy roads, was lightweight,
had excellent fuel economy and most
importantly it was inexpensive. American
society has since revolved around the au-
tomobile. A huge infrastructure was cre-
ated to support America’s new obsession,
and a culture developed around the auto-
mobile. From its inception, the automo-
bile proved to be more than just trans-
portation, it defined the restless and
rugged nature of Americans. The Ameri-
can automobile is an incredible invention
in that people shaped the car, and the car
shaped people.

The
American society by enabling people to

travel across the country, thus revolu-

automobile has redefined

tionizing transportation. The automobile
has changed the way Americans look at
the world around them. Henry Ford’s as-

sembly line and mass production has now

1908 £10 81 B,T
BB ETHY, T TR
ERABRNAFHLIT, EEA
BETRERTE, & TH
BEEHIM,RFE
RSN ATHERE,
HERENRITAES
FEEHOBEITE, Bt
ZETESBBHENRIT
EMATEANESR,
BitHEH TRERE
B F B S OR 7 % T 60 2R
BER THEBHERIN
HERR, MEZFD
HEEENE, EME
T8, EEHESHERER
HELGEEAPL AT
XBHEBAZEXTRH
HWEF  EBTEZREE
AN EMIZEREE,
MM ETHENE
LEAREERNERX
o BREHMMUK, S
SEUFRE R ERNMNE—
ATBEIR, EHWEBET
EXEALZBREENME,
EEABESRE,REE
BEEEBAAFEXER
—I T AR,

HEFEAMNTUAE

WeE, TEET XBH

9 €4«



