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Part 1 101 Conversation Gambits for IELTS
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Part 2 Answers Using Conversation Gambits
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101 Conversation Gambits for IELTS

Actually
ook, SepEk

e Use

Providing correct information

e Example

Would you prefer to live in another place, since your
hometown is so polluted?

Actually, no, I wouldn’t. What I would like is to
persuade the local government to improve the situation so that

people would stay rather than move to less polluted towns.

e Example

In your country, do children often learn practical
skills from their parents?

Actually, I think it depends on whether they live in
cities or in the countryside. Children in the countryside
learn many practical skills from their parents, but those in

cities don’t.
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All in all
R, REYKRiIR

e Use

In summary

e Example

Do you prefer to have a few close friends or many
acquaintances?

All in all, I think that it is better to have a few close

friends, because they are more likely to help you when you

are in trouble. Acquaintances usually don’t feel that they
have to do something for you, because they don’t know

you very well.

e Example

Which school subjects are the most important, in your
opinion?

All in all, I think that the most important are those

relating to science and technology—including math-

ematics. I suppose foreign languages, especially English,

are also important.
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Alternatively
2, AEJBPIR

e Use

Introducing another possibility

e Example

How would you change the education system in your
country?

I would abolish all exams and have students assessed
by their classroom performance. Alternatively, if this were
considered too extreme, I would reduce the number of

exams to one per subject per year.

e Example

Do you think that parents should spend more time
with their children?

I think that it would be nice, but most parents have
work responsibilities that limit the amount of time they
can spend with their children. Besides, children are often
happier playing with their friends. Alternatively, the grand-

parents could spend more time with the children.
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Although
R, B

e Use

Introducing an opposing point

e Example
Is the death penalty a good idea, in your opinion?
Many people are against it, because they believe
that taking human life under any circumstances is wrong.
Although I can see their point of view, I don’t agree with
it because I think that some crimes are so terrible that they

must attract the ultimate punishment.

e Example

Are school holidays nowadays shorter than in the
past?

No, I don’t think so. Children nowadays seem to have
much longer holidays than previously. Although they have
longer holidays, they still have to work just as hard as

earlier generations of schoolchildren.
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As a rule
WA, —ARIRK

e Use

Saying that something is generally (but not always) true

e Example

What do you do in the evenings?

As a rule, I stay at home and watch TV or read a
book. I usually chat with my friends online for about an
hour. Sometimes, on Fridays, I go out with my friends to a
restaurant or bar. I prefer staying at home, but it’s not good
to stay in every evening.

e Example

In your country, do people travel when they have a
holiday from work?

[’m not sure, but I think most people travel. As a rule,
they stay in China rather than going abroad. Many people
just visit relatives. I think that it mainly depends on how

much money they have.
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e Use

As early as possible or immediately following

e Example
Tell me something about your morning routine.

As soon as I get up, I go to the bathroom and shower '

and wash my hair. Then I have breakfast—usually cereal.
Afterwards, I get dressed, before brushing my teeth and
tidy my hair. I pack my briefcase in the evening before
work, but I check that I have packed everything just before
leaving the flat. '

e Example

What is the biggest advantage of working from home,
in your opinion?

I think that the biggest advantage is that you don’t

have to commute. As soon as you finish work, you are

home!



