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The Glory of Man

—The Classical Olympic Games, 776 B.C.—1169 A.D.

Lin Mang

The Olive Grove of Olympia

Beyond the olive grove that symbolized peace
Across its dark green

Lay the azure Aegean

The birds’ chorus awakened the desire of earth

And the gods’ grace ignited endless mirth

Enemies were turned into competitors
Arms were turned into gifts

Bloody wars gave place to fervent sports
The holy truce let show forth

The smile of Athena, the goddess of wisdom

The blue sea bared its bosom

The white doves hovered over the olive grove
When the subjects of Zeus stood up

On the rolling hills of Peloponnesus, ancient Greece

Twenty five thousand years ago
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Holding up the Olympic flags

They marched through the Acropolis, and the Parthenon
Towards the Olympus, where resided the holy gods
In the west of ancient Greece

At the Temples of Zeus and Hera

They worshipped the gods

And stopped combat and slaughter

Thymy winds brought mists from the sea

When winners were crowned with olive wreaths
From the year 776 B.C.,

Altogether 293 ancient Games

Eternally celebrated

the Glory of Man

The Olympic Flame on the Altar of Hera’s Temple

It was a marble platform

Where towering columns guarded

The sacred fire Prometheus stole from Heaven.
Piously the elected heroes lit from the cauldron
The flame that embodied Apollo’s oracle.
Holding up the torches

They ran across the country, sending every tribe
The message of peace

Their mission was to declare

That truce was sacred

And slaughter must be halted
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All the brave warriors congregated

In front of the God of gods

To display their pious bodies and muscular strength

To display

The infinite divinity human body achieved from beauty

The sacred fire of Hera’s Temple

Was always warning people

To resist war, protect peace, unite, and love life
That ever—burning torch

Was held high above heads by muscular naked men
Running through all the poleis of ancient Greece
Their footsteps like thundering drumbeats.

By the side of the blue sea

On the golden beach

At the summits where the sun shone through the clouds
Amidst the shadows of grapevines and olive branches
On the rugged roads that wound deep into the nights
On the islands of ancient Greece

The sacred flame relayed the everlasting wishes

Under the gaze of Zeus and his divine company

This was a contract between men and gods,
An eternal paean sung to Man by Man

The unquenchable fire of ancient Greece
Passed the holy message forever

From heart to heart
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