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An Army of Animals

A long time ago, the South
American country of Chile
belonged to Spain. Many of the
Chileans, however, did not want
to be ruled by Spain.

Led by Bernardo O’Higgins,
some of them formed a small
army. They attacked the
Spanish soldiers at different
times and in different places.

This made the King of Spain
very angry. He sent more
soldiers to Chile to deal with them.

Although there were far more Spanish soldiers than freedom-
fighters, they refused to surrender and fought bravely.

At last, however, in 1814, they were forced to retreat to the
town of Rancagua near Santiago. There, O’Higgins and his men
were surrounded by the Spanish army and O’Higgins was wounded
by an enemy bullet.

It seemed as if their fight for freedom was over.

But O’Higgins refused to surrender. Even though he was
wounded, he ordered his 'men to collect as many mules, cows,
sheep and dogs as possible.

As soon as the animals were in position in front of his men,
O’Higgins was lifted onto his horse.

Shouting at the top of his voice, he rode into the animals.

Frightened, they began to run. They ran straight at the Spanish
soldiers.

Now it was the Spaniards’ turn to be frightened. They turned
and ran away from the animals as fast as they could, allowing
O’Higgins and his men to escape to the mountains.

There he built up his army, and in 1818 he defeated the
Spanish.

He then became the first president of the new, free nation.
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Words and Expressions

R

Chile /'tfili/ n. &H|

Spain /spem/ n. PFGHES
Chilean /'tfilion/ n. Z&FIA
form /form/ v. 4

attack /o'tek/ v. Wik, HIK
freedom /'fri:dom/ n. EH
refuse /r'fju:z/ v. fE44
surrender /sa'renda/ v. &%
force /fo:s/ v. Wil 3
retreat /r'tri:t/ v. R ;
surround /so'ravnd/ v. fIH
bullet /'bolit/ n. F#

mule /mju:l/ n. %8

in position 7E3& 24 # {7 B

Spaniard /'spanjod/ n. PEPEF A

defeat /dr'fi:t/ v. il

R

I

A Reading comprehehsion ( [32] 352 2R Ao )

Choose the correct answer.
HHIEFMESE .

(

)

1

Where is Chile?
a) South America.
b) Spain.

c) Santiago.

d) North America.



What happened in Rancagua?

a) O’Higgins was shot and killed.

b) The Spanish army was surrounded by O’Higgins’
army.

c) O’Higgins was shot and wounded.

d) O’Higgins defeated the town.

What did O’Higgins’ men do next?

a) They surrendered.

b) They settled down to become farmers.
c) They collected different kinds of animals.
d) They fled to Spain.

What did O’Higgins do after this?

a) He went for a ride on his horse.

b) He made the animals run towards the Spanish
army.

c) He shot the animals in front of the Spanish soldiers.

d) He rode on the animals.

How did the Spanish soldiers feel?
a) Afraid. b) Brave.
c) Frightening. d) Angry.

What happened in 1818?

a) O’Higgins escaped to the mountains.
b) O’Higgins joined the Spanish army.
¢) The King of Spain was killed.

d) Chile became free.

B Diction Gaigik#r)

Synonyms: For each sentence, choose the word(s) which mean

the same as the word(s) in bold.
DA T B ] e g g e R A R G



( ) 1 The freedom fighters attacked the Spanish army.
a) defended b) fought c) annoyed d) hit

( ) 2 They refused to give in to the Spaniards.
a) enter b) collapse c) let go d) surrender

( ) 3 He positioned the animals in front of the men.
a) organized b) placed c) ordered  d) distributed

( ) 4 The animals ran straight at the soldiers.
a) directly b) honestly  c) quickly d) upwards

( ) 5 The soldiers turned and ran.
a) twisted b) went around in circles
c) changed direction d) passed

( ) 6 O’Higgins was the first president of the new nation.
a)island - b) city c) county d) country

C Dialogue (X}i#)

Choose the correct expressions to complete the dialogues.
i 38 2 F) ) A SE IR SRS .

1 X: Chile used to belong to Spain.
() Y:

a) To whom does it belong now?

b) Who freed it?

c) How did it become free?

d) Did the Spanish give it freedom?

X. A small army of freedom fighters defeated the
Spanish army.



2 X: Didn’t the freedom fighters surrender at Rancagua?
) Y:

a) Yes, they did. b) Maybe they did.
c) No, they couldn’t. d) No, they didn’t.

3 X: Where did the freedom fighters put the animals?
( ) Y:

a) Between themselves and the Spanish army.
b) To the left of the Spanish army.

c) To the right of the Spanish army.

d) Behind the Spanish army.

( ) 4 X
Y: The Spanish soldiers.

a) Who were the frightened?
b) Who was frightened?
¢) Who was frightening?
d) Who were to frighten?

D Cloze test (HZ)

Put the correct word in each blank of the following passage.
TE N3 — B 128 AR 15 24 197

Chile at one time ' to Spain. Bernardo O’Higgins formed an
army to 2 the Spanish army at different times. O’Higgins and
his army were 2 to retreat to Rancagua in 1814. 4 though
O’Higgins was wounded, he refused to surrender. 5 men
collected several animals and he made them run at the Spaniards.
When the Spaniards ran away, O’Higgins and his men © to the
mountains. Later, he was able to 7 the first president of the
new, independent Chile.




E Translation (#ii¥)

Translate the following sentences into English, using the key words

provided.
PG AR A% 5% SR R 41 R A A TR R .

1. PHHEF EBAAE LA AR A e 32 2 8 s iR 2 Bt . (attacked,
freedom fighters)

2. IREB ARGFERA NGRS L . (had to, lift)

3. PP LB AR E R Zh4) o (run away, running)

4. WEEWRMEMETHEY B CHFERA . (escaped, built up)

ALTHOUGH/EVEN THOUGH

In the story you will find:
PRATFE PR SCH BN T 1 L) 3%



Although there were far more Spanish soldiers than freedom
fighters, they refused to surrender and fought bravely.

Even though he was wounded, he ordered his men to collect
as many mules, cows, sheep and dogs as possible.

Although and even though mean the same.
We can turn the sentences round and write them like this:
FATT AT H ) F B X AL -

They refused to surrender and fought bravely, although there
were far more Spanish soldiers than freedom fighters.

He ordered his men to collect as many mules, cows, sheep and
dogs as possible, even though he was wounded.

We can also write them with but:
AT AT LU but 2 2 7 A 7] 19 & 8 :

There were far more Spanish soldiers than freedom fighters,
but they refused to surrender and fought bravely.

He was wounded, but he ordered his men to collect as many
mules, cows, sheep and dogs as possible. :

Notice that you can use either but in these sentences or although/
even though. You must not use both.

R EXLHTHEM but, 5 although/even though, {EARAER#
%IS}EH o



An Unwelcome Interruption

Many people can tell stories
about door-to-door salesmen.

They come to our homes
and apartments or telephone us
and, unless we are rude, it is
difficult to make them go away.

For most of us, the time they
waste is not too important.

For one man, however, the
visit of a salesman was a
disaster.

The man was Samuel
Taylor Coleridge, a famous eighteenth-century English poet.

He is best known for his long poem, The Rhyme of the Ancient
Mariner.

At this time, however, he was writing another one of his famous
poems, Kubla Khan.

Unfortunately, it is only 54 lines long and comes to a sudden
end.

Why? Because while he was writing it, Coleridge was visited by
an insurance salesman.

Coleridge had been ill, and he had taken opium to make him
feel better.

He had fallen into a drugged sleep and dreamt the poem.

As soon as he woke up, he wrote down his dream — the first 54
lines of Kubla Khan. :

Then the insurance salesman came to his door.

By the time Coleridge got rid of him, he had forgotten the rest of
his dream. -

And this is why he was never able to finish Kubla Khan.

It isn’t known whether Coleridge bought any insurance from the
salesman!




-

Words and Expressions

interruption /,mto'rapfon/ n. FTT

salesman /'seflzmon/ n. #E4 5

apartment /o'pa:tmont/ n. —EH(H|

(JE AL H flat)

disaster /dr'za:sta/ n. KAk

poet /'pautt/ n. FEA

poem /'povim/ n. i, #IX

unfortunately /an'fo:tfonitli/ adv. AN3EH

insurance /m'[varons/ n. {RFS

opium /'supjam/ n. FH

drug /drag/ v. {EAREE

getridof  Z

* % %

Samuel Taylor Coleridge (1772-1834):
FELUR - ARW) - WA, EEIREE X
ALK

Kubla Khan “ZaAZ4FF” &—H¥E BT,
PRI B A A TSPt ) A5 N B AT O T

A Diction idi&i%E#H)

Vocabulary: Fill in the blanks with correct words from the passage.
MRS 38 2 Y AR % .

1 We can’t always make salesmen go away without being
. tothem.



2. Something very bad that happens is called a d
3 Poets write p vy d
4 Thedrugo makes you sleep and dream.
5 The salesman hoped that Coleridge would b
insurance.
6 Coleridge couldn’t r the rest of his dream.
Antonyms: For each sentence, choose the word which means the
" opposite of the word in bold.
AT TET 6 ] o S ) e ) R g e R SR
( ) 1 Iltisn’t difficult to do the sums.
a) easy b) hard
c) desirable d) necessary
( ) 2 These visits are wasting time!
a) keeping b) spending
c) making d) saving
( ) 3 It was, unfortunately, only 54 lines long.
a) unhappily b) unluckily
c) luckily d) amusingly
( ) 4 He was feeling ill.
a) sick b) well
c) badly d) goodly
( ) 5 He had forgotten the dream.
a) memory b) dismembered
c) remembered d) lost

10

Kubla Khan was unfinished.
a) ended b) complete
c) attempted d) started



B Dialogue (X}i#)

Complete the following dialogue that we imagine took place between
the insurance salesman and Mr. Coleridge.
i HH 3 24 1 1) ) 58 IR ER 2 RIHESS 5L Coleridge Je4E Z 11 #9311 X43§ o

Salesman : Good afternoon, Mr. Coleridge!
( ) Coleridge :

a) Good afternoon, sir. b) Oh, hi.

c) Good afternoon. d) How nice to see you!

( ) Salesman :

a) Am |l interesting you in buying insurance?
b) Buy our insurance now.

¢) | want to sell you insurance.

d) Are you interested in buying insurance?

Coleridge : No, I'm very busy now.
( ) Salesman :

a) | come back next week.

b) Shall | come back next week?

c) | would come back next week, wouldn’t ?
d) Shan’t | come back next week?

( ) Coleridge : | don't think so.

a) | don’t want to buy any insurance.
b) I’'m not buying insurance.

c) | shan’t buy some insurance.

d) I don’t like to buy the insurance.

11



( ) Salesman :

a) Sorry to bother.

b) I'm sorry for that.

c) I'm sorry that | didn’t trouble you.
d) I'm sorry | troubled you.

C Cloze test (#H%)

Complete the following passage by choosing from the words in the
list below (some words have to be changed).
MR F ] g 5 Y A SE LA — Bl (LR AR LA .

important, ring, do, need, forget, interest, bother, interrupt

Salesmen often !
when we are busy. They 3

us by telephoning or 2 the doorbell
not usually apologize for the

unwelcome * . They are only 8 in selling their product.

If you are thinking of something © , it is easy to forget it when
you are interrupted. A poet & peace and quiet. Once you have
8 the words, there is no way of getting them back again.

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

D Translation (#i¥)

Translate the following passage into English.

R 51— B i .

Coleridge 4 1, Tfbfit ¥ —MA4MEEC4rZz—5 Mg T , €&
T E--E R Rk, EEIETTS ok B 54 7K, EH
n Kubla Khan . REXEIFHARRRR, BLRRESZ .

12



