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Preface Wu Xiaocong

Grand Han Yangling

Regularly Arranged Subordinate Pits
In Southern and Northern Areas

Remains of the ritual architectures in
the Yangling Mausoleum
Accompanying burial grounds of the nobles

The county seat remains of Yangling

Han Yangling Museum with distinctive fetures

The planning, construction and
development of the Yangling Museum
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ing Di Emperor of the Han Dynasty named Liu

J Qi (188 BCE ~ 141 BCE), was the fourth em-
peror in the Western Han Dynasty. Compared with his
grand father Gao Zu (Liu Bang) and his son Wu Di (Liu
Che), he was neither a man who founded a new empire nor
someone who extended the territory of the nation. But he
has been described by the historians as a beneficent ruler
who believed the Taoist principal of nature and man in
harmony and ruled people by “doing nothing against the
nature”. After he ascended the throne, Jing Di made peace
with Xiongnu (nomads to the north also known as the
Huns), and reduced the people’s tax and labor duties to the
government, and lessened the cruel punishments of the law.
In the Chinese history, the period during the rule of Wen
Di (Jing Di’s father) and Jing Di of the Han Dynasty has
been regarded as the golden age in the imperial China.

Yangling is the tomb area shared by Jing Di and his
empress Wang. The project started in 153 BC and was com-
pleted in 126 BC lasting 28 years. Among all the Han im-
perial mausoleums on the Xianyang highland, Yangling is
the easternmost one. With Jing River running to the north
and Wei River to the south, an aerial view of the Yangling
looks as if two powerful dragons are protecting the impe-
rial mausoleum on the two sides. After 2150 years of war-
time destruction and weathering, the buildings above
ground around the mausoleum have mostly disappeared
and only the massive tomb mounds and the remnants in
the field at the sunset can remind people the prosperity of
this area in the old days.

The archaeological investigation on Yangling started
in the 1970s. Since 1990, when the highway to the airport
was built passing by Yangling, the archaeologists have been
clearing up the construction sites and digging around the

tomb area of 20 square kilometers. Constant archaeologi-




cal discoveries have brought the attention of the world to
Yangling. The initial explorations have found Yangling to
be composed of the emperor’s tomb area, the empress’ tomb
area, the southern section of pits containing clay figures,
the northern section of pits with clay figures, ritual and
ceremonial buildings, attendant tombs, prisoners’
graveyard, and the Yangling village, etc. The emperor’s
tomb, facing the east, is surrounded by 80 plus underground
pits radiating from the center of the tomb mound. Around
the emperor’s tomb, in equal distance, there are the em-
press’ tomb, the southern and northern sections of pits with
clay figures, and the remains of the buildings. A 110 meter
wide sacred path about 3.5 km long leads to the Yangling
village, a small town that used to be very prosperous with
rich merchants and nobles living there to keep company of
the emperor’s spirit. On the two sides of the sacred path
there are a great number of attendant tombs of the nobles
and high officials representing the court audience of the
subjects with the emperor. Buried in the underground pits,
rows of warriors holding weapons in their hands and clad
in heavy armor are ready to sacrifice their own lives at any
time for the safety of the emperor; thousands of };oung la-
dies in their beautiful silk dress are dancing elegantly;
hordes of pigs, horses, cattle, sheep, goz;ts, dogs, and
chicken are packed together for the use of the emperor
feasting. Suddenly, those petrified fragments of history
have come to life, and the men and women thousands of
years ago seem to have risen from the dusty and worn pages
of the history books trying to tell us their stories.

All the Chinese emperors had the belief that people
would go to live in a afterlife world when they died so that

they wanted to bring everything in their life time to the

after life. During the time of Qin and Han Dynasties, the:

enthusiasm of the emperors for building their tombs had

reached its highest point. People are usually shocked by
the size of the underground palace, the quantity of the fu-
neral objects, the quality of the casket, and the massive-
ness of the tomb mound of the emperors’ mausoleums from
this period of time. Based on the archaeological materials
that have been released to the public, among all the Han
imperial mausoleums, the excavation, research and survey
work at Yangling is the most complete and outstanding
one. These achievements have been widely recognized and
quoted by the archaeologists for better and further under-
standing of the ritual protocols of the imperial funeral and
the burial culture in the Western Han Dynasty.

In 1999, based on the excavation, boring and research
work at the Yangling Mausoleum, the Han Yangling Ar-
chaeological Museum was established. Though in size it
still cannot be compared with other large museums, the
uniqueness of the Yangling museum is that it is still
growing. Under construction is a 6,500-square-meter un-
derground museum based on the pits around the tomb of
the emperor. It will be the first underground, on-the-site
museum in China. According to the general plan of the
protection and application of the historical remains at
Yangling, a larger exhibition space of the Han culture will
be built in a few years as part of the Han Yangling Mu-
seum Park. All of these have made us believe in the near
future the Han Yangling will not only be the paradise for
the archaeologists but also the place for the visitors to ex-
perience the excavation and repairing work of the
archaeologists. We are confident that Han Yangling will
be one of the best tourist attractions both in China and in
the world.

Wu Xijaocong
2004.8.3
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