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PREFACE

After the Pacific War broke out, as a vindictive act to the restrictions on the activities of the
Americans of Japanese origin in USA, Japan set up a foreign residents concentration camp in
Weihsien Ledaoyuan, Shandong, China in March 1942.There were about 2008 European and
American people including 327 children internees in the concentration camp. (Later 500 of them
were set free because of War prisoners exchange.) Mr. R. Jaegher, the former American adviser
of Chiang Kai-shek, Rev. Dr. W. M. Hayes, President of Huabei Theological Seminary , Mr.
Davies, Dean of Qilu University, Mr. Arthur W. Hummel Jr., a teacher in Secondary School
attached to Catholic University who later became the former American Ambassador to new
China, Mr. Eric Liddell, the famous British Olympic Champion of 400-meter race in 1924, were
all interned here.

The Weihsien internees got sympathy and help from the local people of Weifang and anti-
Japanese army. The local peasants covertly sent food to the internees who were short of supplies
and secretly delivered letters for them. They helped Mr. Arthur W. Hummel Jr. and an English
man Tipton make their escape successfully and promptly sent the news to the American Em—
bassy in Chongging. The local people also contributed money to buy medicines and nutriments
in the name of International Red Cross and helped most of the internees in the concentration
camp tide over the hard days of imprisonment till the liberation on August 17th, 1945.

After the liberation of the concentration camp, most of the former internees returned to
their home country. Now most of them live in Europe, America and Australia. Some of them
have been the well-known personages in political and business circles of their own countries.
The special experience in Weihsien has become their unforgettable memory. They contact with
each other, organize Weihsieners Companions Party, establish Website and write memoirs. Many
of them, including Mr. Arthur W. Hummel Jr., the former American Ambassador to China, have
come back to the old haunt of Weifang for several times. Mrs. Sandla Small, the wife of Mr.
Small, the vice director of the board of City Bank, U.S.A., was born in Weihsien concentration
camp during World War II. To reminisce about the miserable life and past days, she founded
scholarship with her own savings in the No.2 Middle School of Weifang. They not only bear in
their own minds the miserable experience and the help from Weifang people, but also write
articles or books to reveal the truth about these events to the world and tell the memories to their
children, relatives and friends. Weifang is indelibly engraved on their minds.

The war is a common disaster of mankind. To reflect upon the war is to avert new wars.
Taking history as a mirror and turning towards the future has become the common heartfelt wish
of the people all over the world who love peace. To enhance the understanding and the friend—
ship between Chinese and peoples from other countries and to maintain world peace and pro-—
mote the common development, Weifang People's municipal Government specially compiles
and publishes this picture album at the time of the 60th anniversary of the victory of the World
War II and the 60th anniversary of the liberation of the former Weihsien Concentration Camp.
This picture album consists of four parts: Part I Unforgettable Years, Part II Finding true friends
in trials and tribulations, Part III Looking forward to liberation, Part IV Deep Love for Weifang.
Welcome the readers’ valuable suggestions.
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The former site of Weifang No.2 Middle School and Weifang People's Hospital is Weihsien Ledaoyuan.
It was founded by Mr. and Mrs. Mateer, missionaries of the American Presbyterian Church in 1883.It
was used for them to do missionary work, establish schools and open western medicine clinic. It was
burned down by Yihetuan( known in the West as the Boxer Uprising) in 1900.

In 1902, American Presbyterian Church rebuilt Ledaoyuan, using 14,773 Liang silver from Indemnity
for the 1900 War,( known in the West as Boxer Indemnity ) to buy about 160 mu land. Besides the
cathedral, the new—built Ledaoyuan had missionary schools and hospitals, among them were Guangwen
College, Wenhua High School, Wenmei Girl High School. There were nurse schools attached to the
hospitals.

After Lugougiao Incident on July 7th,1937, Japanese army occupied Jiaodong Peninsula at the
beginning of 1938.Because at that time American maintained the neutral position , the Japanese army in
Weihsien did not interfere Ledaoyuan much. Quickly, Ledaoyuan became a refuge. The refugees there



came up to 4000.
On September Ist ,1939,German Army invaded Poland and the European War broke out. The

Japanese government claimed “No involvement, concentration on solving the Chinese incidents.” But all
the actions that the Japanese took ,including many attacks to Chinese frontal battlefield, bombing to the
rear cities including Chongaqing, the large—scale moping—up operations towards the battlefield behind the
enemy lines and the measure to prop up the Wang’s puppet regime, failed to force the Chinese to yield.
The Chinese army and people, especially. the brave anti—Japanese Armed Forces led by the Communist
Party, made the Japanese be on the horns of a dilemma. During this period, the conflict between America
and Japanese became more acute. Japanese Government decided to declare war against USA.

On December 7th,1941, Japanese army launched a sneak attack on the American base on Pearl
Harbor. Within 2 hours, they sent more than 350 airplanes. They sank or damaged over 40 American
warships by bombs, destroyed more than 200 planes, killed or injured more than 4,000 American soldiers.

On December 8th, 1941, both America and Britain declared war against Japan and the Pacific War
broke out.

After the Pacific War broke out , based on the excuse that the Japanese stole the secret information
of the US army and served for the Japanese army ,US government gathered all the Japanese immigrants
in San Francisco to a confined place near Los Angeles, and restricted their freedom.

In order to take the revenge on US, Japan enforced to isolate and intern all the overseas persons
living in the enemy—occupied China from Britain, America , Canada, Australia ,New Zealand etc. The
Japanese chose Weihsien Ledaoyuan in North China as a' concentration camp to intern these foreign
residents.

In March 1942, the Japanese sergeant in Weihsien led Japanese military policemen and puppet army
occupied Ledaoyuan by force. They drove all the persons inside away, numbered all the houses and
districts in turn, and seized the peasants to construct the camp in a hurry. They cut down all the trees
in the yard, pulled down the inner walls, covered the walls with electric nets and set searchlights in all
the watchtowers. They constructed roads along the walls in the yard, and added the wire net fences on
the walls.

The quiet, elegant Ledaoyuan in the past has become a horrible concentration camp. The Japanese
called it “A living place for the people of the enemy state”. But the local people called it “Foreign
Residents Concentration Camp”.

After that, Japanese successively took captive and imprisoned the foreign residents from US , Britain
and other countries who lived in the north of Yangzi River and Shanghai.

According to the statistics, there were totally about 2,008 European and American priests, doctors,
teachers, businessmen, students and so on including 327 children interned in the concentration camp by
the Japanese. 500 of them were set free because of war prisoners exchange. There were many celebrities
in the adult internees, among them were American de R. J. Jaegher, who was once Mr. Chiang Kai—
shek’s advisor; Mr. Rev. Dr. W. M. Hayes, the President of North China Seminary School; Mr. Davies,
Dean of Qilu College; Mr. Arthur W. Hummel Jr., a teacher in the Middle School attached to Catholic
University, later as the American Ambassador to China and Mr. Eric Liddell, the famous British Olympic
champion of 400—meter race. ’
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Main entrance to Ledaoyuan
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Ledaoyuan Bell Tower
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Rev. R.M. Mateer, American missionary

Ledaoyuan Hospital
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On July 7th, 1937,Japanese invaders bombarded the town of Wanping,

and engineered Lugouqiao Incident
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German Army's planes
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Japanese army's mopping—up operations towards base areas in

north China
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Hundred—Regiment Campaign launched by the

Eighth Route Army in north China in 1940
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The Japanese navy commandor is plotting

military actions in a Japanese fleet flagship
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Japanese sneak attack on Pearl Harbor
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Arizona, the main battleship sunk by Japanese Army
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President Roosevelt is delivering a

speech in American Congress
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The Japanese guard and watchtower painted by an internee in

the concentration camp
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A corner of the Weihsien Concentration camp The Japanese watchtower
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A corner of the Weihsien Concentration camp
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Trucks used to carry the foreign residents
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The bird's—eye view of the south side of the

concentration camp
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The bird's—eye view of the west side of the concentration camp



