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A Brief of Contents

The thesis entitled A Comparative Study of the Traditional
Conceptions of Literature and History in Tang Dynasty of China
is structured into eight chapters, apart from the Introduction and
Conclusion.

The Introduction spells out the motive, objective of the study as well
as the philosophy and methodology used as a general guideline by the
author.

The first two Chapters re—examine closely the definitions, categories
and functions of the literature and history in ancient China, from Han
Dynasty to Qing Dynasty.It was discovered that the actual definition or
concept of Wenxue 35 (or literature in English ) in the Tang Dynasty
(618—907 ) was entirely different from that in our time since it was
regarded as a combination of two Chinese characters Wen 3 ( prose
or poetry ) and Xue 22 ( knowledge or contents ) , meaning prose and
poetry with knowledge or contents.There was no change of mindset in
terms of the three specific features ( of definitions, categories and
functions ) of mentioned above mainly due to the trinity structure of the
literary and historic concepts as well as the continuality of the social
economic basis.To the ancient Chinese historians, Lishi i ( or History

in English ) was not merely events that happened in the past, since it was
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distinguishable between the Objective History (historical facts ) and
Subjective History (history in writing ) .For Subjective History, principle
and methodology were required throughout the whole written process, an
idea from the famous historian Liu Zhiji X)L (661—721) .

Chapter Three and Chapter Four, covering the core values of the
two concepts of history and literature , are the most vital ones.The main
findings are as follows:

1) The real meaning and contents of the traditional concepts
of literature and history in ancient China are widely misunderstood
by the modern Chinese scholars.Being part of the core values of
Confucianism, the prominent perceptions of literature and history were
the general guideline for all sorts of literary and historic writings in
Tang Dynasty.

2) Although the categories of literature differ from that of history
and yet both shared almost the same values, including their political,
social and cultural functions . This is common phenomenon not only
reproduced two similar cultural genes, but also made literature and history
a two—in-one in terms of conception.

3 ) The philosophy of life and the political position as imperial
officials were the main driving forces for the ancient scholars to put more
efforts into the literary and historical writings.

4) The concepts of political unification of China, also part
of the core values of Confucianism, was so strong that it enabled
re—unification of the Chinese Empire, which was considered as
centre of the world, even after more than three hundred years of
separation.

Chapters Five and Six point out that a large volume of high quality



