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Reading Makes a Full Man. Writing Makes an Exact
Man.

—Francis Bacon
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@ Perhaps in our search for purity we should choose something more

modern and more clearly purified. But in modern lyric poetry of the purest

& kind, do we find nothing but “objective correlatives,” nothing but pure

lyricism or pure drama, with all of the rhetorical removed? Not usually.

. What we find is, very often,a disguised rhetoric. The obliquity of a Greek

' epigraph to a poem by Eliot may easily lead us to overlook what Eliot has

in reality done to us. When he quotes Heraclitus in Greek to the effect that

“it is a duty to follow the common law,” and that “the way up and the

way down is one and the same,” he may be accused of difficulty and even

of obscurantism, but not of committing impurities in public. Yet what is the

effect on the reader who knows Greek well enough to translate the epigraph




to “Bumnt Norton” or who ferrets out someone else’ s translation? It is to
tell him, “In reading the following poem, remember the saying of Heracli-

i

tus: the way up and the way down is one and the same.’
Wayne C. Booth,The Rhetoric of Fiction
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Why don’t they get married? You see them around town, getting ol-

der, little spinsters already , pedaling bicycles to their local jobs or walking
up the hill by the rocks with books in their arms. Annie Langhorne, Best-
sey Clay, Damaris Wilcombe, Mary Jo Addison: we’ ve know them all
since they were two or three,and row they’ ve reached their mid-twenties,
back from college ,back from Year Abroad ,frown women but not going any-
where ,not New York or San Francisco or even Boston, just hanging around
here in this little town letting the seasons wash over them , walking the same
streets where they grew up,hanging in the shadows of their safe old homes.
Johe Updike, The Lovely Troubled daughters of Our Old Crowd

X BCFE P MEZ FTRMACEA R R EE AT, XEFICH
FREXAXERERBRATERR, ERBAFTERZ, WH, BLE
EETEXHAR.

3. Oi@AIC

REECRE— LR ER M SR, BRI ANIE B ¥ O kX
PR RN K ERAFAEEMAEMFELT. EWU2 8L
o, BRATERA R —2 RIT , UL AT B SCFAE A eI B

The mouth beneath the beard seemed to move, as if he were smiling

grimly at her fear. I ain’t goin’ to kill you,Ma’ m,if that’ s what’ s fret-
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