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— Thomas Edison

Thomas Edison (1847—1931), do K AR F 20 03 A F A

American inventor, one of the A e A
)1 c of the & & = A3k KEFRA
greatest inventors and industrial

leaders in bistory, Obtained 1,095 =%,

United States patents, the most — 5. 2 A4
issued to any individual.

From the moment a child is born, the parents want to give him/her their
best. They shower them with love, wrap them in security, feed and comfort
them and respond to all their needs. On the path of growing up, however,
the child may still need to experience something else. They must grow up to
survive unaided not only physically but emotionally and socially. The earlier
it starts, the better. Reading the two texts in this unit, probably will give you
a better idea about the importance of it.

Listen to the following passage three times. Fill in the blanks numbered from 1 to 7 with the
exact words and 8 to 10 with the missing phrases or fragments.

Growing up is not always easy. When difficulties, courage and a spirit of
independence can be more than crying for help. That’s what Hong Zhanhui’s story of
growing from to man with family hardships tells us.

Hong was born in 1982 in a poor family in Xihua County, Henan Province. When he was
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only 11, his father mentally ill and one day came back with an abandoned baby girl. A
year later, both Hong s mother and younger brother left home because of and pressure
from his ill father.

Their fell onto the 12-year-old’s shoulders: to treat his father’s illness, bring up
the sister Chenchen, and to go on to study.

Hong didn’t give up.Young as he was, he worked in part-time jobs to feed his family. At the
same time, he has studied at college. To Chenchen, he worked hard to rent a room
near his campus for her, and send her to school.

Hard as his life was, Hong didn’t abandon his father and the adopted sister, because they

. With his hard-earned money, he even aided other students struggling against
misfortunes (JZiz).

Hong turned down donations from others. He said he felt encouraged by kind offers, but he
could

Read the following conversation. Pay attention to how the speakers give their opinions on the
two cities they live in.

Where did you live when you were in the United States?

In New York.

Oh, really? What do you think of it?

Though it’s a big city with a large population, I think it’s the most suitable
place to live in.

Why do you think so?

You see, there is always something exciting to do, and it’s never boring. How
do you like New Zealand?

In my opinion, it isn’t boring, either. You can fish, hike, grow vegetables, and
do all kinds of things if you like, though it’s small and quiet.

I guess so, especially here in Wellington (2 & 1i).

Ever since the Super Girl Voice show contest, show contests have become more and more popular,
especially among the young people. They regard it as a stage for their star dream. What is your
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opinion? Invite the classmates sitting next to you to talk about this phenomenon and give your
opinions. You may use the following useful expressions to heip you.

Opinions and ideas are best expressed in an even voice. A loud and sharp tone will force
the listener to leave, and so miss the point of your idea. There are many ways to give your
opinion in English. What you say depends on how strong your opinion is.

Giving your opinion neutrally: I think...

I feel that...
In my opinion...
As far as I’ m concerned...
AsIseeit...
In my view...
Giving a strong opinion: I’ m absolutely convinced that...
I’ m sure that...
I strongly believe that...
I have no doubt that...
Asking someone’s opinion: What do you think?
What’s your view?
How do you see the situation?
What’s your opinion?
What are your ideas?
How do you feel about it?
Do you have any thoughts on that?

TEXT A

Pre-reading; Questions
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THE BABY EAGLE

Once upon a time there was a baby eagle
living in a nest perched on a cliff overlooking a
beautiful valley with waterfalls and streams,
trees and lots of little animals, running about
enjoying their lives.

The baby eagle liked the nest. It was the

only world he had ever known. It was warm and

comfortable. It had a great view, and even better, in it, he had all the food and love and
attention that a great mother eagle could provide. Many times each day the mother would
swoop down from the sky and land in the nest and feed the baby eagle delicious morsels
of food. She was like a god to him. He had no idea where she came from or how she
worked her magic.

The baby eagle was hungry all the time, but the mother eagle would always come
just in time with the food and love and attention he craved. The baby eagle grew strong.
His vision grew very sharp. He felt good all the time.

Until one day, the mother stopped coming to the nest.

The baby eagle was hungry. “I’m sure to die,” said the baby eagle, all the time.

“Very soon, death is coming,” he cried, with tears streaming down his face. Over
and over. But there was no one there to hear him.

Then one day the mother eagle appeared at the top of the mountain cliff, with a big
bowl of delicious food and she looked down at her baby. The baby looked up at the
mother and cried, “Why did you abandon me? I’m going to die any minute. How could
you do this to me?”

The mother said, “Here is some very tasty and nourishing food, all you have to do is
come get it.”

“Come get it?” said the baby, in anger. “How?”

The mother flew away.

The baby cried and cried and cried.

A few days later, “I’m going to end it all,” he said. “I give up. It is time for me to
die.”

He didn’t know his mother was nearby. She swooped down to the nest with his last
meal.

“Eat this, it’s your last meal,” she said.

The baby cried, but he ate and whined and whined about what a bad mother she

4
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was.

“You’re a terrible mother,” he said. Then she pushed him out of the nest.

He fell.

Head first.

Picked up speed.

Faster and faster.

He screamed. “I’m dying, I’m dying,” he cried. He picked up more speed.

He looked up at his mother. “How could you do this to me?”

He looked down.

The ground rushed closer, faster and faster. He could visualize his own death so
clearly, coming so soon, and cried and whined and complained. “This isn’t fair!” he
screamed.

Something strange happened.

The air caught behind his arms and they snapped away from his body, with a feeling
unlike anything he had ever experienced. He looked down and saw the sky. He wasn’t
moving towards the ground anymore, his eyes were pointed up at the sun.

“Huh?” he said. “What is going on here?”

“You’re flying,” his mother said.

“This is fun!” laughed the baby eagle, as he soared and dived and swooped.

“Yes, it is!” said the mother.

NEW WORDS
/nest/ the home that a bird makes to lay its eggs in; a home
that a group of insects or other creatures make in
order to live in and give birth to their young
» /part[/ to be on the top or edge of 3b (4 ) f£ & 4k
/klif/ n a high area of land with a very steep side, especially
one next to the sea & & | &
/,ouva'luk/ to look over or at from a higher place B2 | 1 B
/'wartaforl/ a place where water flows over the edge of a steep,
high cliff in hills or mountains, and falls into a pool
below # A
/strizm/ a small narrow river & )|
to flow or come out in large amounts i,
/'kamfatobl/ feeling physically relaxed 47 i& 49
/vjuz/ /| everything that can be seen from a place, especially

when it is considered to be beautiful % &, K &

5
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/pra‘vaid/

/swuip/

/di'lifas/
/'moisal/

/'meedzik/
/kreiv/
/'vizon/
/9'bzendon/
/'teisti/

/'mArif/

/wain/

/skriim/

/'vizualaiz/

/kam'plein/
/snaep/

/point/
/s21/
/daiv/

PHRASES AND EXPRESSIONS

to give something that someone needs or wants to
him/her or to make it available to them 4 5 | 3% 4

to move suddenly downwards through the air in a
smooth curving movement % %4 F &

having a very pleasant taste % =k #)

a very small amount of something, especially a very
small piece of food (&4#)— v, V%

the power to use supernatural forces to make
impossible things happen A %

to want to have something very much % %

the ability to see clearly with one’s eyes #L 77

to leave a place, thing, or person permanently or for
a long time, especially in a reckless manner it -, 4
#

having a fairly strong and pleasant flavor which
makes the food good to eat ¥F vz &, 7T = &%

to provide a person, animal, or plant with the food
that is necessary for life, growth, and good health i
I, A

to complain in an annoying way about soemthing
unimportant 3 %% | % F 5%

to make a very loud cry in pain or when very
frightened % 7 o, »

to imagine what something is like by forming a
mental picture of it 48 %, % %1t

to say that you are not satisfied with something 4& 2%
to move quickly into a position with a sharp sound
Beig H R & WA 3

to turn or face in a given direction 45 &) , # &)

to go quickly up into the air & & , /& #1

to go quickly downwards, head-first, through the air
or through water 4

used to indicate that something happened or existed a long time ago or

in an imaginary world (often at the beginning of children’s stories)

)

to run in an area without a definite direction or purpose %L %
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used to indicate that someone is not too late for a particular event % it
to complain in an annoying way about soemthing unimportant % % 3%
to begin to move more quickly 4w b ik B

EXERCISES

I. Getting the Message

1. According to the passage, what kind of life was the baby eagle living?
A. He was living a happy life with all the food, love and attention provided by his mother.
B. He was living a hard life because the mother eagle couldn’t get enough food for him.
C. He was living a boring life because he could only stay in the nest and had no friend.
D. He was living a happy life with lots of little animals playing with him every day.
2. According to the passage, which statement is true about the baby eagle?
A. He loved the nest because he shared it with another baby eagle.
B. He didn’t give up or cry even though the mother didn’t come.
C. He grew strong and his vision became sharp with the mother’s care.
D. He didn’t eat the last meal brought by the mother eagle.
3. How did the baby eagle react when the mother stopped bringing food to him?
A. He left the mother and searched for a new nest to live in.
B. He still liked his mother and was grateful to her.
C. He understood his mother and did whatever she required.
D. He thought she was a bad mother and complained about it.
4. What happened after the baby eagle was pushed out of the nest?
A. He fell onto the ground quickly and died.
B. He screamed and the mother came to save him.
C. He flew as his arms snapped away from his body.
D. He soared to the sky without any difficulty.
5. What did the baby eagle do after he found he was able to fly?
A. He thanked the mother for pushing him out of the nest.
B. He found it was fun and tried various styles of flying.
C. He complained about the mother’s not telling him the truth.
D. He showed surprise and didn’t believe he was flying.
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II. Developing Your Vocabulary

Section A

1. This is a fantastic hotel. There are several pretty and comfortable rooms which
a flower-filled garden.

2. Be careful! It may cause blindness or serious loss of - . (Visic sual
3. Most of the substances are in the yolk (% #{) of the egg.

4. Many customers came to the manager to about their troubles.

5. Trapped in the hole, he was for help.

6. If you’re lucky, a splendid golden eagle may into view.

Section B

1. We suggest parents do not allow their children to run in the hall.

2. The children swooped on the pile of presents.

3.larrivedjust ~ time for my flight to London.

4. After 3 hours, we stood the top of the hill and got a fine view of the city.
5. He complained having to spend time with such a boring group of people.
6. Look at the heavy clouds! It’s going to rain.

ITI. Recognizing Main Ideas

appeared flying give up pushed beautiful fun
Screaming should provided suggested  strong need
call feed laughing

Living in a nest perched on a cliff, a baby eagle enjoyed his life in a warm and comfortable
nest with delicious food by the mother. The baby eagle grew day by
day and felt good. But the good life stopped when one day the mother didn’t come to

him. Several days later the mother eagle and told the crying baby
eagle that there was food outside and all he do was come get it, then the mother
flew away. The baby cried and cried and decided to and die. The mother
swooped down and brought the baby eagle the last meal and later him out of the
nest . and feeling he was going to die, the baby eagle suddenly found that his
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arms snapped away and he was . He soared, dived and swooped and found it was

IV. Trying the Translation

Section A

1. It was warm and comfortable, had a great view, and even better, he had all the food and
love and attention that a great mother eagle could provide.

2. She was like a god to him. He had no idea where she came from or how she worked her

magic.

3. Then one day the mother eagle appeared at the top of the mountain cliff, with a big bowl
of delicious food and she looked down at her baby.

4. He could visualize his own death so clearly, coming so soon, and cried and whined and
complained.

5. The air caught behind his arms and they snapped away from his body, with a feeling
unlike anything he had ever experienced.

Section B

L XA AN — BB RK AT A A 2 At e ffE 1

2. TEX A/ (B BUIR T 3 JLAS /BT 45 531 iy B I O 3 i 2= <,
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