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REFLECTIONS ON CHINESE LITERATURE OF THAILAND

Dr. Li Qing’s vision at the basis of this anthology is an astounding
eyeopener. Very few people indeed were aware of a substantial
Chinese literature about Thailand.

It is generally assumed that talented Chinese immigrants must
have either adopted the Thai language or just taken up more
lucrative professions than literature. Of the former type, there
was, at the beginning of the Bangkok period, a man named Hon
who was given the title of Chao Phraya Phra Klang, similar to the
Finance Minister. This writer translated The Romance of the
Three Kingdoms into Thai and himself wrote many Thai classics.
The latter type, more common, includes business people and
bankers who may still have a longing for art and literature. This
is shown by their collections of art objects and by the literary
prizes they are giving, albeit to the wrong people.

Nothing would have appealed to the Thais more than a literature
about their own country. They have enjoyed all kinds of writing,
good and bad, including The King and |. Some people have even
lived in the shadow of a romance written by a foreigner. Thus
the undiscovered Chinese literature in Thailand has mystified
many people. Incidentally, this has called for a kind of
fabrication in Botan’s popular Letters from Thailand which
supposedly a Chinese resident wrote to his mother in China
about Thai society and people. Although the book is lacking in
sincerity, it has whetted the appetite for the real thing.

The present anthology is as opportune as it is authentic.
Furthermore, it is an evidence of the faith in literature as a means
for world brotherhood and peace which marks the carrer of Dr.
Li Qing in the World of Chinese Literature.
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