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Abstract

Abstract

Academic circles generally consider that the basic features of Chi-
nese social change and development can be represented as modemization
trend and socialist model since the founding of the People’ s Republic of
China. Due to the historical linkage between modemnization and socialist,
Chinese Communist Party and the state under its leadership become the
supporting and leading force of Chinese modernization. The force can
make Chinese modemization go on in a planned and up — down way in a
short period of time.

The modemization trend and the socialist model in China make the
change of traditional society and culture of Blang people in the Blang
mountain inevitable as a result of government intervention. The planned
change under the leadership of government became the main motive force
for social development of Blang minority over the past 50 years. While
bringing about some social and cultural change to Blang community, its
anticipated goals have never been fully achieved due to the lack of under-
standing of the traditional Blang culture. Could the Blang people adapt to
social and cultural change on its own initiative? The author indicated that
adaptation to social change depends on whether the govemment can cor-
rectly understand this reaction and sufficiently consider the cultural back-
ground of Blang society or not. And the government should attain this aim
when it instructs change and development in ethnic minority communities.

The author here choose Blang communities in the Blang mountain
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area in Xishuangbanna of Yunnan Province as an case to study the ethnic
minorities’ social change in social, political, and livelihood means.

The Blang people is the original inhabitant in Yunnan Province, liv-
ing mainly in Linchang, Xishuangbanna, Simao, Baoshan of Yunnan
Province. Most of them live in Menghai County in Xishuanbanna Prefec-
ture. The social development of Blang community in different areas of
Yunnan Province is uneven, and that of Blang community in Xishuanban-
na is relatively slower. The Blang community there is typically poor rural
community. It is of great importance to probe the issues and contradicto-
ries in the social ~ cultural change of Blang people in the Blang mountain

area.

Key words: the Blang people ethnic society and culture

change and development study
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