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‘ My Father’s Post Office

Liang Qing
Translated by Zhang Guangming

My father is a person who has had an irrevocable attachment to
the postal service throughout his whole life. Every time he moved to
a new place, old letters, in addition to his books, offered the most
breathtaking views amongst all his earthly belongings. ‘All the let-
ters have been tied up with inbound and outbound dates carefully
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noted down. One can claim that the letters are a record, as it were,
of his contacts with his world. This little mania of my father’s,
when he had to be transferred to a lower level in the countryside in
northern Jiangsu, was a constant source of anguish for the postmen,
who had to struggle most bravely with the bumpy, muddy country
road, the worn-out bike and the sagging post-bags.

The most troublesome thing is that my father liked to follow
old diplomatic etiquettes to send telegrams to friends and relatives,
such as “... pleased to know that...”, “... surprised to hear
that. . .” etc. He would travel over ten-li country paths to send
telegrams of birthday celebrations to the elderly persons, or to go to
the sickbeds of the patients to wish them good health, etc. Accord-
ingly, the people he cherished also followed the same formalities in
return when they deemed necessary. This made the country
postmen’s workload much heavier.

That my father should lean on the postal service so much is that
it would spare him the trouble of giving extravagant compliments in
person or ease the embarrassment of making certain highly sensitive
advice. While postage brought him convenience, it also brought him
sufferings beyond description. Among them the most typical case
took place in early 1950s when he sent backby post the book written
by his former leader after he had unhesitatingly corrected the errors
in it. He thought he could avoid the abruptness of direct remonstra-
tion, but he was utterly deceived by that postage.

With such a candid personality like my father’s, one can easily
imagine what a sense of loss and lonesomeness he would feel after his
retirement. At his old age, my father has come to the stage of re-
garding “writing a letter” as “a real business”. And the postal ser-
vice has become even more indispensable for him. However, with
the invention of telecommunications and the electronics communica-

tion age, many old friends of his have lost their interest in running
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to and from the post office anymore. My father’s thirsts for letters
had to be quenched by mail order services provided by mail compa-
nies like “Well-off Families”.

With the enthusiasm and impulse like those of young people,
my 80-year-old father sold our previous house three years ago, and
moved into a brand-new residential area located at South ] iangdong
Road. He is very excited to live near by the Olympic Stadium. But
problems popped up very quickly: the “Olympic Stadium”, situated
in front of our house, has been an open field as spacious as an an-
cient battlefield. Lorries loaded with bricks and soil pushed their
ways madly along the road all day long, while my father could no
longer ride his bicycle leisurely to look for “ Shang Xin He Post Of-
fice” that belongs to him at present. He could no longer, as he used
to, put the newly-written letters into the mailbox across the avenue
just before those mailmen open it to collect letters.

My father has not troubled others for help for almost his whole
life. Now, having written a large stack of letters, he has to wait
anxiously for my brother-in-law to make a special trip instead of my
father to “Shang Xin He Post Office”.

My brother-in-law once made a “business trip” one rainy day.
He had to attend to many things, such as taking a rain coat, stick-
ing stamps on envelops, fetching mail-clipper order package, etc. In
-a hurry, he lost both his own ID card and that of my father’s.

My father was in deep distress during that period of time.

Unexpectedly at that seemingly silent opening ground, sudden-
ly sprang up an Olympie Stadium looking like a gracious lady’s straw
hat, growing out groups of buildings like mushrooms. The once-
dusty and chaotic Jiangdong Road has turned grandiose and spa-
cious, dotted with lights as bright as pearls and, greens as beautiful
as a rich brocade.

What makes one most unimaginable is, just at the end of a
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brand-new narrow path opposite to the residential area where my fa-
ther lives, a fantastic post office is standing erect gracefully. This
most exquisite construction is simply the most beautiful post office
we have ever seen. It is like a “princess” who is born with the spirit
of natural grace and elegance. My father almost dared not believe
the miracle to be true, until we have shown him the photographs in
which he was taken from various angles and in different postures,
nestling closely against this elegant “princess”.

From that time on, as long as my father strolls leisurely on the
beautiful and small path, he can easily accomplish his trips to his
post office.

This beautifully-named “Olympic Stadium Post Office”, is a di-
vine post office, as well as a Fatherly Post Office.
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