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Preface

There lies a glassy oblong pool,
Where light and shade pursue their course.
How can it be so clear and cool?
For water fresh comes from its source.
Zhu Xi (1130—1200)
Chinese poetry is a vast ocean where light and shade pursue their
course. Its source is the Book of Poetry compiled in the 6th century B.
C. and Elegies of the South composed in the 3rd. The Book of Poetry
is the earliest anthology of realistic poems written by common people
along the Yellow River in North China, induding the richest State of
Qi in the east, the most thickly populated States of Zheng and Wei in
the Central Plain, and the most powerful State of Qin in the west. In
the Valley of the Yellow River Confucius and his disciples had
rationalized ancient tradition, myth and shamanism, humanized
divinities and transformed extraordinary chaos into ordinary world
order. On the other hand, Elegies of the South may be said to be the
earliest collection of romantic poems written by poets of the largest

State of Chu along the Blue River or the Yangzi Valley, permeated



