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Growing up we all dream of the perfect
relationship. Our dreams are reiterated’ over
and over in the childhood classic movies and
books we watched and read. But, once we hit
the “real world”, it seems that those dreams
we’ve tried so hard to keep, always end up breaking in pieces all
around us. This often leads to the viewpoint that finding and
maintaining that fairy tale romance is futile? and hopeless. How
many times have you questioned, “Why can’t we be like them?” The =
truth is, every couple can be like this by following the traits® of the ©
characters you formed your dream relationship from. Start living your
life the way you want to by applying the following traits of a fairy tale
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couple today.

Leave No Doubt of Your Affection

In romances you'll notice how the main pursuer is usually
always up front about their feelings. Never do they let them believe
otherwise. Take a look at your relationship (or past ones). Does your
partner really know exactly how you feel? When was the last time
you told them why you loved them or showered them with
unexpected attention for no reason? If it's been a while? Do it now!

Value Your Relationship

Most fairy tales involve the characters going through a
tremendous obstacle* to actually be able to be together.
Overcoming those obstacles teach the couple how valuable the
relationship and each other are. In real life it is easy to forget how
important your relationship actually is. It may not seem like you've
overcome great feats® to be together, but if you think about it you
could be alone still searching for someone. Think about how you
would feel or what you would do if for some reason you would never
see your partner again after today. How would that affect you? Make
an effort to show your partner how much you value them and your

- relationship.
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Defend and Respect Your Partner

When watching or reading a romance, you’ll notice how the
characters never disrespect® each other. Also, if some injustice’
has occurred towards their partner they are the first to stand up for
them. There is something in doing those two things that completely
changes the dynamics of a relationship. Imagine how you would feel
if you witnessed your partner defending you or speaking highly of
you to someone else. Make it a point to be there for your partner
when they need it most and to show how much you respect them.
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Don’t Evaluate® or Criticize Your Partner

If a character in a romance overly criticized or tried to change
the other character, the romance would never take place. Why?
Because no one wants to be reminded of their faults or shortcomings,
especially from someone who is supposed to love them
unconditionally. A relationship is a place where each partner can feel
completely and totally free with each other without judgment. It
should be a haven® where you go when outside forces close in. The
next time you feel the urge'® to say something that isn't positive
towards your partner... don’t. Accept them for who they are...
completely. -.

Don’t Let Outside Sources Influence Your Relationship

The number one antagonist'' in a fairy tale is a third party
trying to destroy a relationship. Many times it's not even intentional.
Outside influences are one of the largest causes of strife'? in a
relationship. Take a look at your relationship now. Is there anything
you both frequently argue about? Chances are it's been caused by
an outside influence. The next time you feel the need to criticize,
judge or argue with your partner make sure it's actually something
that originated from you. If someone tells you something about your
partner, first check the validity of the source and then confront your
partner in an adult manner. Don't first assume what the person said
was true. This trait is especially important when it comes to family
members.

Last, but Definitely Not Least, Don't Do Anything to Cause a
Lack of Affection from Your Partner.

Not all fairy tales have a happy ending. When they don't it's -
almost always because one of the characters did something to make

the other fall out of love with them. Your partner can only love you as
much as you give reason for them to love you. Don’t jeopardize13
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your relationship by doing something you know will cause them to
lose their trust, faith and/or love in you. It's not worth it... ever.

Practice Makes Perfect

How many times have you wished you could be more romantic
with your partner? Chances are that it has been more than once or
twice. So, how do you overcome your romantic hang-ups and be the
romantic you have always wanted to be? Listed below are 3 simple
steps to help you.

1. Look at the Situation and Take Stock of'* Where You Are

This step really is about finding out what your partner would find
romantic and being OK with it. Your partner’s idea of romance may
be something completely different to your idea of romance. In
perspectives on romance, | defined romance as the act of making
your partner feel loved. To some people, romance may mean going
out on the town in a chauffeur'® driven limousine or a candlelight
dinner at home and then cuddling'® and watching a movie, while
others may prefer a moonlight picnic in the woods. To some guys,
romance may be as simple as bringing them a beer whenever they
need a refill during a football game! The point is Aot to try to change
your partner but fo identify their romantic personality.

2. Make a List of Romantic Ideas That Would Appeal to Your
Partner

Once you have identified your partner's romantic personality,
the next thing to do is to create an arsenal'” of romantic ideas that
they would love. The first place to look would be the Romantic Ideas
section which has almost 1 200 different ideas for romance. Search
through those ideas and pick out every single one of them that your
partner would love. The more time you take on this step, the easier it
will be to implement and the better your experience will be. You will
also find an abundance® of creative ideas in the Romantic Tools
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section.

3. Practice

Now that you have the tools, it's time to sweep your partner off
their feet'® and put them to good use. | know to some of you this is
easier said than done, especially if you have never displayed your
romantic side to this particular person before. To the many people
out there that actually are “Romantically Challenged”, the answer is
practice. Movies can sometimes color real life and make it seem a lot
easier than it is. How many times have you seen someone be
completely, irresistibly romantic on screen and wondered if that was
actually possible in real life? Well, it is possible and easy when you
are well practiced in the art of romance. It is the same with anything
you do: A great guitarist can play any tune ever written effortlessly
by ear, not because they have a natural gift, but because they have
been practising the guitar for years. Yes, people do have talent, but
a lot of the time, the talent comes from sustained?® practice.

(3% B God,Himself, Gotmarried!)
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strife [straif] n. 2} 4, Mz, &%

jeopardize ['d3epadaiz] v. &%

take stock of {iit, W2

chauffeur ['[aufa] . [E]EI#1

cuddle ['kadl] v. ##

arsenal ['asenl] n. FEARFE [W](BE%M)RE, TMEWHER
abundance [e'bandens] n. £&, K®#

sweep your partner off their feet B sh#x K £L48

sustained [ses'teind] adj. FFEERARY

A FHAOLF, ARehLn, AL T P EAGALS
e, R T E R IE 6 hE 1B AEHFRAIGHEAMN
#9558 PP Ak deill iZ 4o AT 20K, 422 AR $ MHARMOR B, i AL
XA EHERBET — AR & Ao BH 2 ) . ERHEERELER
ERTARERRIEARBAOR, ESXRELRGH R
B & fe § AR T —H7

2 &

N \ﬁ

- Do you think it is easy not to evaluate or criticize your partner?
- Do you feel tired if you do according to writer's suggestion?
- What do you think are outside sources to influence your

relationship with your partner?

. What do you think is the real reason if you cannot practise the

ways the writer suggests?
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It is cold, so bitter cold, on this dark winter
day in 1942. But it is no different from any other
day in this Nazi concentration camp’. | am
almost dead, surviving from day to day, from
hour to hour, ever since | was taken from'my
home and brought here with tens of thousands
other Jews. Will | still be alive tomorrow? Will | be taken to the gas
chamber tonight? "

Back and forth | walk next to the barbed wire? fence, trying to
keep my emaciated® body warm. | am hungry, but | have been "
hungry for longer than | want to remember. | am always hungry.
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Edible* food seems like a dream. Each day as more of us disappear,
the happy past seems like a mere dream, and | sink deeper and
deeper into despair.

Suddenly, | notice a young girl walking past on the other side of
the barded wire. She stops and looks at me with sad eyes, eyes that
seem to say that she understands that she, too, cannot fathom® why
I am here. | want to look away, oddly ashamed for this stranger to
see me like this, but | cannot tear my eyes from hers.

Then she reaches into her pocket, and pulls out a red apple. A
beautiful, shiny red apple. Oh, how long has it been since | have
seen one! She looks cautiously® to the left and to the right, and then
with a smile of triumph, quickly throws the apple over the fence. | run
to pick it up, holding it in my trembling, frozen fingers. In my world of
death, this apple is an expression of life, of love. | glance up in time
to see the girl disappearing into the distance.

The next day, | cannot help myself — | am drawn at the same
time to that spot near the fence. And again, she comes. And again,
she brings me an apple, flinging’ it over the fence with that same
sweet smile.

This time | catch it, and hold it up for her to see. Her eyes
twinkle.

For seven months, we meet like this. Sometimes we exchange a
few words. Sometimes, just an apple. One day, | hear frightening
news: we are being shipped to another camp. This could mean the
end for me. And it definitely means the end for me and my friend.

The next day when | greet her, my heart is breaking, and | can

s barely speak as | say what must be said: “Do not bring me an apple

: tomorrow,” | tell her, “I am being sent to another camp. We will never

. see each other again.” Turning before | lose all control, | run away
from the fence. | cannot bear to look back.
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And then one day, just like that, the nightmare is over. The war
has ended. Those of us who are still alive are freed. | have lost
everything that was precious to me, including my family. But | still
have the memory of this girl, a memory | carry in my heart and it
gives me the will to go on as | move to America to start a new life.

Years pass. It is 1957. | am living in New York City. A friend
convinces me to go on a blind date® with a lady friend of his.
Reluctantly®, | agree. But she is nice, this woman named Roma.
And like me, she is an immigrant, so we have at least that in
common.

“Where were you during the war?” Roma asks me gently, in that
delicate way immigrants ask one another questions about those
years.

“l was in a concentration camp in Germany,” | reply.

Roma gets a faraway look in her eyes as if she is remembering
something painful yet sweet.

“What is it?” | ask.

‘I am just thinking about something from my past, Herman,”
Roma explains in a voice suddenly very soft. “You see, when | was a
young girl, | lived near a concentration camp. There was a boy there,
a prisoner, and for a long while, | used to visit him every day. |
remember | used to bring him apples. | would throw the apple over
the fence, and he would be so happy.”

Roma sighs heavily and continues. “It is hard to describe how
we felt about each other — after all, we were young, and we only
exchanged a few words when we could — but | can tell you, there
was much love there. | assume he was killed like so many others.

But | cannot bear to think that, and so | try to remember him as he

was for those months we were given together.”
With my heart pounding'® so loudly | think | will explode, | look

i
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directly at Roma and ask, “And did that boy say to you one day, ‘Do
not bring me an apple tomorrow. | am being sent to another camp’?”

“Why, yes,” Roma responds, her voice trembling.

“But, Herman, how on earth could you possibly know that?”

| take her hands in mine and answer, “Because | was that young
boy, Roma.”

(http://www.putclub.com/article.php? articleid=10715)
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6. cautiously ['ko:[esli] adv. 1EE #
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9. reluctantly [ri'laktentli] adv. 1§ EHl, $h58H:

10. pounding ['paundin] v Eifi; (EIZDAFT
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