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From the ancient times, there is always a temple telling the story of a mountain. And
that is why mountains and temples are closely and harmoniously related.

Dai Zong in Chinese is another name of mountain Taishan, meaning the first of all the
mountains. As a result, the temple here is named Dai Temple. The typical example of Moun-
tain Taishan and Dai Temple is a perfect match of a holy mountain and a famous temple.

According to history, the construction of Dai Temple is from the Western Han Dynasty.
Till up to the Song Dynasty, it was as towering as the most splendid palace admired as the
God’s Palace”. Later on, it was rebuilt and amended to be the most marvelous construction
so as to be the ancestry originator of all the Dai temples all over the country.

As we open the panoramic pictures of Dai Temple with a tender heart, the stories of
Mountain Taishan will be shown before us with the colorful lights and hues. At the same
time, the overwhelming sounds of morning clocks and the twilight drums express the eter-
nity of Mountain Taishan. %
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The Buildings in Dal Tcmple

Located in the central axis of Tai'an City up to
the Southern Gate of Mountain Taishan
(Nantianmen), Dai Temple is looking up at the Bixia
Temple on the peak of the mountain. And it is in
this mountain-climbing path that is full of tradi-
tional buildings which have been existing for thou-
sands of years.

Dai Temple is 406 meters long, 237meters wide,
and 96 thousand square meters in total, with a neat
distribution, clear arrangement, serious moral
standard, and solemn solitude. From the entrance
of the Dai temple at the Zhengyang Gate, then after
Peitian Gate, Renan Gate, Tiankuang Hall, Houqin
Hall, and Houzai Gate, the way is leading up to the
mountain climbing axis. On both sides of the axis,
there are Han Dynasty Cypress Garden, Dongyu
Hall, Backyard Garden on the east, and Tang Dy-
nasty Pagodatree Garden, Yuhua Yard, Tablet Cor-
ridor etc. on the west. And there are Four-corner
Building, Copper Pavilion, and Iron Tower among
the buildings.

Tiankuang Hall, also named Cliff Hall, is the
main building in Dai Temple. As the Chinese word
“ i "means the God’s Gift, the Hall is a holy gift
from the God. The whole hall was built according
to the highest standard of the ancient buildings
which have nine rooms outside, five rooms inside,
and beams touching the roof. Tiankuang Hall to-
gether with Taihe Hall in Beijing and Dacheng Hall
in Qufu are three representative Palace-like Halls
in China, however it is more famous for its thou-
sands of years of history.

When Taihe Hall representing the supremacy
of Emperors, Dacheng Hall representing the ideas
of Confucius, Tiankuang Hall is the God’s blessing
to the safety of the country and harmony of the
people.

The blue bricks and glazed tile, being a solemn
and serious style in Dai Temple have been a rhyme
echoing the ancient Chinese history. These are why
it is a holy palace, and it is here that Mountain
Taishan has been outstandingly underlined. W
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