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Legal Education
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One of the most striking and salutary thing in American life is the 1
widespread study of law.
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——Alexis de Tocqueville
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(Bachelor of Science) , 3 Hi& £i@ it kS A £ H K (LSAT),

Legal Education

Legal education is the education of individuals who intend to become legal

.3-



@i% ARREEEBE R RO S
professionals or those who simply intend to use their law degree to some end,
either related to law or business. It includes:

e First degrees in law, which may be studied at either undergraduate or
graduate level depending on the country.

e Vocational courses which prospective lawyers are required to pass in
some countries before they may enter practice. ~

e Higher academic degrees.

In addition to the qualifications required to become a practicing lawyer,
legal education also encompasses higher degrees such as doctorates, for more
advanced academic study.

In many countries other than the United States, law is an undergraduate
degree. Graduates of such a program are eligible to become lawyers by passing
the country’s equivalent of a bar exam'. In such countries, graduate programs
in law enable students to embark on academic careers or become specialized in
a particular area of law.

In the United States, law is a graduate degree, which students embark upon
only after completing an undergraduate degree in some other field (usually a
bachelor’s degree), and is considered to be a graduate or professional school
program. The undergraduate degree can be in any field, though most American
lawyers hold bachelor’s degrees in the humanities and social sciences; legal
studies as an undergraduate study is available at a few institutions. American law
schools are usually an autonomous entity within a larger university.

Faculty of law is another name for a law school’ or school of law, the
terms commonly used in the United States. This term is used in Canada, other
Commonwealth® countries and the rest of the world. It may be distinguishable
from law school in the sense that a faculty is a subdivision of a university on
the same rank with other faculties, i.e., faculty of medicine, faculty of
graduate studies, whereas a law school or school of law may have a more
autonomous status within a university, or may be totally iridependent of any
other post-secondary educational institution.

In addition in some countries, including the United Kingdom, Canada and
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Lesson One  Legal Education =

some states of Australia, the final stages of vocational legal education required to
qualify to practice law are carried out outside the university system.
Legal education in the United States

The education of lawyers in the United States is generally undertaken
through a law school program.

The professional degree granted by U. S. law schools is the Juris Doctor or
Doctor of Jurisprudence (J. D.). Once a prospective lawyer has been awarded
the J. D. (or other appropriate degree), he or she is usually required to pass a
state bar examination in order to be licensed to practice as an attorney at law*.
Historically, as many as 32 states have recognized a diploma privilege’ method of
bar admission which does not require sitting for a bar exam. As of mid-2007,
Wisconsin is the only state which continues to recognize this privilege.

The Doctor of Jurisprudence or Juris Doctor (J.D.), like the Doctor of
Medicine (M.D.), is a professional doctorate. The Doctor of Judicial Science
(J.S.D.), and Doctor of Comparative Law (D. C. L.), are research and
academic-based doctorate level degrees. In the U.S. the Legum Doctor (LL.
D.) is only awarded as an honorary degree.

Academic degrees for non-lawyers are available at the baccalaureate and
master’s level. A common baccalaureate level degree is a Bachelor of Science in
Legal Studies (B.S.). Academic master’s degrees in lege{l studies are available,
such as the Master of Studies (M. S.), and the Master of Professional Studies
(M. P.S.). Such a degree is not required to enter a J. D. program.

Foreign lawyers seeking to practice in the U. S., who do not have a Juris
Doctor (J.D.), often seek to obtain a Juris Master (J. M. ), Master of Laws
(LL. M.), Master of Comparative Law (M. C. L.) or a Master of
Jurisprudence (M.J.).

Legal education in the United States normally proceeds along the
following route:

® Undergraduate education (usually 4 years)

® Law school (usually 3 years)

e Admission to the bar (usually by taking a state’s bar exam)
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A number of law students apply for an optional judicial clerkship (less
than 10% end up in such position), to be taken after law school and before
legal practice. -Some take the bar exam before a clerkship but this is not
required. Clerkships usually last a year but can be longer.

(Selected from http://en. wikipedia. org/wiki/Legal_education)

practicing lawyer ; () b 2)F; (£ k)i

doctorate ['doktartt] 7. : : sk
eligible [ 'elidzebl] adj. : Hofikey, 4449
equivalent [1'kwivelent] n. i, MEWH
embark [ 1m'bak] on MNE, £F
autonomous [ o:'tonemsas] adj. Bi4ey
distinguishable [ dis'tipgwifebl] adj. TR A, THRY
Juris [ 'dgverts] Doctor Py e 2
jurisprudence [ dgusris'prudens] n. kS, EEY
Legum Doctor (£ :FRAHEE
baccalaureate [ beeko'lormot ] n. (£) #+%4
clerkship ['klakfip] n. Fie [ e IR4n
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1. bar exam ( 5% ®&i%, @UFH A%k ): A bar examination is an examination
to determine whether a candidate is qualified to practice law in a given
jurisdiction.

2. law school (F£2£BT) : A law school ( also known as a school of law or college
of law) is an institution specializing in legal education.

3. Commonwealth (3 f1[E, B:#8): The Commonwealth of Nations, usually
known as the Commonwealth, is a voluntary association of 53 independent
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sovereign states, most of which are former British colonies, or dependencies

of these colonies (the exceptions being the United Kingdom itself and
Mozambique) . The ‘Comm,onwealth is an international organisation through
which countries with diverse social, political, and economic backgrounds co-
operate within a framework of common values and goals, outlined in the
Singapore Declaration. These include the promotion of democracy, human ‘
rights, good governance, the rule of law, individual liberty, egalitarianism,
free trade, multilateralism, and world peace.

attorney at law ({RUf, %= ORI A): An attorney at law (or attorney-at-
law) in the United States is a practitioner in a court of law who is legally
qualified té prosecute. and defend actions in such court on the retainer of
clients. Alternative terms include attorney and cognselor at law, attorney,
and lawyer.

5. diploma privilege ( #:{ir%%4% ) : The diploma privilege is a method for lawyers

to be admitted to the bar without taking a bar examination. Once used by
as many as 32 U.S. states and the District of Columbia, Wisconsin is
currently the only state that offers the diploma privilege for admission to
its state bar. In 25 states, attorneys who were initially admitted to practice
by another state’s diploma privilege are eligible for admission to the state
bar on motion of the admission committee.

f E Saxercises

I.
1
2
3
4
5
6

Readihg comprehension.

. What is legal education?

. What are included in legal education according to the passage?

Is law an undergraduate degree in the United States?

. What is the status of American law schools within a larger university?
. What is the difference between faculty of law and school of law?

. In some countries such as the United Kingdom and Canada, how are the

final stages of vocational legal education required to qualify to practice

070



law carried out?

7. What is the professional degree granted by U.S. law schools?
8. What is the difference between the Doctor of Jurisprudence and the
Doctor of Judicial Science?
9. What do foreign lawyers seeking to practice in the U.S. without a Juris
Doctor often seek to obtain?
10. What is the route that legal education in the United States normally

proceeds along?

1. Phrase translation from Chinese into English.

1. BRE¥HF 2. Bulvife

3. - ol U , ol AR Ui 4. ABEER

5. A2 6. Bigk

7. PR 8. HuErE:

9. PR 10. EBed5ic RN

1. Fill in the blanks with the words in the box.

curriculum publishers professional principles

commercially material - statement skim

Law school outlines are legal study aids. Typically, the outlines are created
by law school students, however there are (1) outlines also available.
An outline typically provides a concise and direct (2) . of legal issues
in a particular area of law, organized according to the typical law school
(3 . Outlines often remove many legal nuances and specific
distinctions in case law to establish more generalized legal (4)

Law school outlines help law students focus on the most important
5 . they learned for the semester, and are helpful before an exam.
They are necessary because it would be impossible to even (6) over

all of the material they are expected to cover in a semester.
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Outlines are (7) available from several publishers, including
LexisNexis and Westlaw. These (8) have outlines for courses most
commonly taught in the first year of law school including Torts, Contracts,

Property, Civil procedure and Evidence.

- Supplementary Reading

Legal Education in Canada

In Canada, the situation is somewhere between that of the U.S. and the
majority of the rest of the world. The first-professionai degree in law is the
Bachelor of Laws (LL. B.) or the Juris Doctor (J. D.) for common law
jurisdictions and the Bachelor of Laws, Licentiate of Law or Bachelof of Civil
Law for Quebec, a civil law jurisdiction. While technically most of Canada’s
common-law law schools will allow people to apply to study law after only twd
or three years of study in an undergraduate programme in another field, the
vast majority of those who are admitted have already earned at least an
undergraduate (bachelor’s) degree. In the case of Quebec civil law degrees,
students can be admitted after CEGEP (it 2 & W H F A K). Some
Canadian-schools are considering transitioning from the LL.B. to J.D.

Generally, entry into common-law LL. B. programs in Canada is based
almost exclusively on a combination of the student’s grades as well as his score
on the Law School Admission Test (LSAT'). This is, at the time of writing,
different from Medical School admission, where factors such as community
involvement, personal character, extracurricular activities and references are
taken into account, with the admission test (MCAT?) having only a small
influence on the admission decision. However, Osgoode Hall Law School,
McGill University and the University of Windsor law schools take into
account those personal factors. Quebec civil-law law schools do not require
the LSAT, nor does Université de Moncton law school which offers the

common-law LL.B. program in French only. In the case of the University of

lg.



