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Born on the first of October 1949, the People’s Republic
of China is now forty years old, having traversed a historical
course full of twists and turns.

The main purpose of publishing this photo album is to
reproduce this phase of China’s history with its brilliant
achievements and tragic setbacks through photography, so
that the current reforms in the political and economic fields
can be benefited.

The past four decades saw economic construction and
growth and ion in production, politi-
cal turmoil and changes, and the rejection and renewal of
ideas, all of which mark a basic tumning point in China’s

destiny.

More often than not, histroians describe and interpret
past events and social changes. With the lapse of time, fleet-
ing historical moments are fast forgotten, the main course
of events is kept in our memory.

The unique advantage of news photography is its ability
to ap these i and make
them permanent. Like the leaves and branches of a tree, these
true-todife images are the foliage that adds to the luxuriance
and grandeur of the towering tree of the new China.

We hope that this large-scale photo album compiled with
an objective and scientific approach will help our readers to
und d the ials of China’s devel in the past
forty years. We have compiled this album in celebration of
the 40th anniversary of the founding of the People’s Re-
public.

The editor,
January 1989
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In the first seven years after its birth, the
People’s Republic of China was full of vigour
and vitality and made steady progress over
the ruins of the old China.

At the very outset, the People’s Republic
led by the Chinese Communist Party took
up arduous work in military affairs, politics,
economy, ideology, foreign affairs and other

fields. The young Republic succeeded in

fi national ind d and

ing the people’s di

unity,
dictatorship, completing the land reform,
beating back the furious attacks launched by
the bourgeoisie, and speedily restoring the
faltering economy debilitated by long
years of war. At the end of 1952, the out-
put of industry and agriculture reached the
highest level in history, and the material
life of the people began to impg)ve.

After 1953, the People’s Republic,

1949-10

—1956-12

ing out step by step the socialist transforma-
tion of the country’s agriculture, handicraft
and capitalist industry and commerce, China
realized the socialist public ownership of

duchi basicall Bolishad

means of

the exploitation of man by man and began
the planned socialist economic construction.
China, with its ancient culture, took her
place in the world as a new and vigorous
socialist country.

In these seven difficult but glorious
years there were errors and shortcomings.
But the young Republic succeeded in its
historic task of transforming new demo-
cracy into socialism and basically bringing
a socialist system into existence. As a result,
a solid foundation was laid for the imple-
mentation of the line formulated by the
Eighth National Congress of the Chinese

guided by the general line for the transition
period, blazed a path of socialist transforma-

tion suited to China’s conditions. By carry-

C ist Party, the building of sociali

in an all-round way and the future progress

in all fields of our work.
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