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waun Switzerland Netherlands Belgium

Introduction

Switzerland’s independence and neutrality have long been honored by the major
European powers,and Switzerland was not involved in either of the two World Wars.
The political and economic integration of Europe over the past half century,as well as
Switzerland’s role in many UN and international organizations, has strengthened
Switzerland’s ties with its neighbors. However, the country did not officially become a
UN member until 2002. Switzerland remains active in many UN and international

organizations , but retains a strong commitment to neutrality.

W

“... 1. Name and Flag of the Country

1) Official name
Swiss Confederation.
2) Capital

Bern.

3)Flag

The white cross on the red back.

It has a religious background. The cross represents the cross Jesus was put on;
the red color represents his blood. Each arm of the cross has to be of the same size and
must be 1/6 longer than wide. A form of the Swiss flag was used as early as the 12th
century,and in 1339 it became a symbol of the Swiss cantons struggle against the Holy
Roman Empire. Its current desig'n was adopted in 1848 and modified slightly in 1889.
The cross, originally representing Christianity, has also come to represent neutrality ;

the flag of the International Red Cross is based on the Swiss flag.




BT

4 % B 3

KIS - — BB R T2 B R 50 0 A BRI S i B R FE BT TS
FCHR LR SE R ST o JE A A AR, RO B IA 2 B Rl DA B B 7E
5 2 MR AU PR 2 2 b BT 43 4 B SN 5 1 En kS BRI RYBR R o AR,
HH] 2002 45 AR ARG B, i+ B AEE SR EAHR K EPRHAR T
RO G BR , (EL7E [ PR 55 AT A <1 v S AR S

W WORLD OVERVIEW |-

1. H®% . BEE
(1) E#&
Bt (15 Suisse ; i Schweiz; B K FiE Svizzera) .
(2) &5#
/R
(3) EE

U a5 S DA 5

B 1 M 5 2 220 15 5t , R AE 2 HRBRAZ MO 7485 21 e fR K
HSBREG L. R R S T K8 T K B R E L 1/6, B+t
S RS 7 o8 AT LISE ] 12 42 7 1339 4R R R A MRS Thaw [ 1A
WOSAE . BREHGTRIIEE T 1848 4F 7 1889 4EHEAT TIRMUBE . BAISAF SR
- T o 5 B BT 5 R 2 7 4 L SRR
L 4 R @ 3




' 2. LLanguage and People

1) The Four National Languages

The official languages of Switzerland are German ( spoken by about 64 percent of
the population) , French (19 percent) , and Italian (7 percent). The fourth national
language , Romansh, is spoken by less than 1 percent of the people. Other languages
spoken include Spanish, Portuguese ,and Turkish. In a majority of the cantons the most
commonly spoken language is Schwyzerttsch ( Swiss German) ,an Alemannic dialect of
German differing vastly from both written German and other German dialects.
Newspapers and magazines are written in standard German, however, and German is
the language of many theater , motion picture,and television productions. French is the
most commonly spoken language in the cantons of Fribourg, Jura, Vaud, Valais,
Neuchatel ,and Geneva,and Italian is the predominant language in Ticino. Romansh ,a
Romance language ,is spoken chiefly in the canton of Graubiinden.

r=Language distribution

(DGerman

German is by far the most widely spoken language in Switzerland: 17 of the 26
cantons are monolingual in German.

@French

French is spoken in the western part of the country,the “Suisse Romande. ” Four
cantons are French-speaking: Geneva, Jura, Neuchatel and Vaud. Three cantons are
bilingual : in Bern, Fribourg and Valais both French and German are spoken.

B lalian

Italian is spoken in Ticino and 4 southern valleys of Grisons.

(@Rhaeto-Romansh ( Romansh)

Romansh is spoken only in the trilingual canton of Graubiinden. The other two
languages spoken there are German and Italian. Romansh, like Italian and French,is a
language with Latin roots. It is spoken by just 0.5% of the total Swiss population.

The many foreigners resident in Switzerland have brought with them their own
languages , which taken as a whole now outnumber both Romansh and Italian. The 2000
census showed that speakers of Serbian/Croatian were the largest foreign language

group,with 1.4% of the population. English was the main language for 1% .
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v=s= Switzerland N etherlands Belgium

r=Language rights

Language rights are enshrined in the Swiss constitution. German , French, Italian
and Rhaeto-Romansh all have the status of national languages , but only the first three
are official languages. Nevertheless, Romansh is used in official communications with
Romansh speakers, who in turn have the right to use their native language in
addressing the central authorities. The constitution also contains provisions to enable
the federal authorities to help Ticino and Graubiinden support Italian and Romansh
respectively.

Foreigners often assume that the fact that there are four national languages in
Switzerland means that every Swiss speaks four languages , or at least three. However,
the reality is very different.

w=Linguistic proficiency and English

The Swiss can certainly be proud of their linguistic proficiency and many
understand the other languages of their fellow countrymen very well. However,
proficiency in the national languages is decreasing in favour of English. Quadrilingual
Switzerland is apparently becoming a two-and-a-half-language Switzerland. Many
people speak their mother tongue and English, and understand a second national
language.

Each canton makes its own decision about when and which language will be
taught. In German-speaking Swiizerland children have traditionally started French from
the age of 9, while French speakers have started German at the same age. In Ticino
and the Romansh-speaking areas, both French and German are learned during
compulsory schooling. Ticino decided in 2002 to make English a compulsory subject,
alongside French and German. To lighten the load, children will be able to drop French
when they start English in the 8th year. Zurich’s education minister provoked a
national debate in 2000 by announcing that his canton intended to make English the
first foreign language, rather than French. Supporters of the move point out that English
is more useful in the world. They add that children and parents are in favor and that
since motivation is an important ingredient in language learning, pupils are likely to
learn English more successfully than they do French.

Opponents see the decision as a threat to the unity of Switzerland, and fear that
French and Italian speakers will be put at a disadvantage because they will still need a

good standard of German to rise in their careers within Switzerland.
2) People and Population

Switzerland sits at the crossroads of several major European cultures, which have

heavily influenced the country’s languages and cultural practices. Switzerland has four
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v=== Switzerland Netherlands Belgium

ficial languages—German , French, Italian , and Romansh ( based on Latin and spoken
§ by a small minority in the Canton Graubunden). The German spoken is predominantly
a Swiss ,\dialect, but newspapers and some broadcasts use High German. Many Swiss
speak more than one language. English is widely known, especially among
professionals.

The population of Switzerland (2002 )is about 7.3 million. More than 75% of the
population lives in the central plain, which stretches between the Alps and the Jura
Mountains and from Geneva in the southwest to the Rhine River and Lake Constance
in the northeast. Resident foreigners and temporary foreign workers make up about
20% of the population.

Almost all Swiss are literate. Switzerland’s 13 institutes of higher learning enrolled
99,600 students in the academic year of 2001 — 20. About 25% of the adult
population holds a diploma of higher learning.

The Constitution guarantees freedom of worship, and the different religious
communities co-exist peacefully.

Switzerland consistently ranks high on quality of life indices, including highest per
capita income, one of the highest concentrations of computer and Internet usage per
capita, highest insurance coverage per individual ,and high health care rates. For these
and many other reasons, it serves as an excellent test market for businesses hoping to

introduce new products into Europe.

3. Geography

1) Location and Land

= Location

Switzerland federal republic in west central Europe, bounded on the north by
France and Germany,on the east by Austria and Liechtenstein,on the south by ltaly,
and on the west by France. The country has an area of 41,288 sq km. It could be
contained in a circle with a radius of 115 km. The maximum North-South extent is
220.1 km; the maximum East-West extent 348. 4 km. Small is beautiful] Its largest
city is Zurich,and the capital is Bern.

r=Land

Switzerland is one of the most mountainous countries of Europe, with more than

70 percent of its area covered by the Alps,in the central and southern sections,and the
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