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The Tsinghua University Sustainable Urban Mobility Project — supported by BP
Introduction

This book is a point of reflection on a journey. Since the beginning of our existence mankind
has been dependant on mobility. But mobility is not a static topic and new challenges have

always being tackled-the wheel, Roman roads and the aeroplane to name a few.

In 2004 BP recognised the mobility challenges associated with the security of energy supply
and urbanisation as being key elements to our future and we asked Tsinghua University to
join us in our journey of learning. Together we have learned a great deal and this book is the

outcome of this stage of our journey together.

The defining characteristic of the Tsinghua University Sustainable Mobility project has been
the holistic approach that they have taken to the challenge through the integrated input from
six departments; energy, urban planning, transport planning., environmental studies, au-

tomotive design and policy.

Learning to work together has not been easy-something that is well known to one discipline
provides a break through for another. Many long evenings have been spent resolving differ-
ences and we all give particular thanks to my colleague Xu Zebin for encouraging and partici-
pating in these discussions. The outcome is a front runner and along with work at a very few

other academic institutions sets an example for the future.

This work would not have been possible without the initial enthusiasm of Starry Dong,
Steve Wittrig, Reyad Fezzani, Chris Groven, John Manzoni and Gary Dirks in BP and A-
cademicians Ni Weidou and Wu Liangyong and Professor Li Zheng at Tsinghua. Closely fol-
lowing them Professors He Jiankun, Lu Huapu, Mao Qizhi, He Kebin, Zhang Xiliang,
Shuai Shijin and Wang Jianxin have been key players along with their research teams whose
names you will find elsewhere in this book and to whom we will look in the future. This
work has been endorsed by a steering committee; Wu Liangyong, Ni Weidou, He Jiankun
Wang Qingyun, Hao Jiming, Zhang Jianning, Wang Tao-another first for research in China

and 1 thank them for their active and thoughtful participation.

The work of mobility is always moving forward and in finalising this book it has been diffi-

cult to draw a line to report against. The book should not be seen as an end in itself. The

journey will continue in Tsinghua, in BP and with other and new players. Those who take
note of the findings of this work will receive guidance for the future.

May 2008

Duncan Eggar
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