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First Wave of Secondhand-Smoke

Suits Due in Florida

By Michael Connor .
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Anti-tobacco lawyers prepared to file on Thursday a first
wave of 300 individual secondhand-smoke lawsuits flowing from
a landmark $350 million settlement of a class action brought
by sick flight attendants.
‘5 At least hundreds, and probably thousands, of other indi-
o vidual lawsuits against cigarette makers will be filed in Miami
courts by October, the deadline for such follow-up suits, Miami
plaintiffs lawyer Steven Hunter said.
The secondhand-smoke lawsuits are just the latest blows

:10:  against the U.S. tobacco industry, which is fighting sick smok-

file: 3 22953 plaintiff. 32 %
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ers in courtrooms and paying out billions of dollars each year in
a legal settlement struck with state governments.

Brought on behalf of Cindy Williams, a flight attendant at
USAir for 25 years, and other non-smokers who blame emphy-
sema and other ailments on fumes from passengers’ cigarettes,
the secondhand-smoke suits should come to trial within a year,
Hunter said.

No specific cash damages will be claimed in the suits, which
seek compensation for lost wages, medical expenses and intan-
gibles such as pain and suffering. The cigarette makers are shel-
tered from possibly crippling punitive damages under the 1997
settlement of the class-action lawsuit.

. Philip Morris and other cigarette makers gave up some le-
gal defenses as part of that settlement, which also called for
creation of a $300 million research foundation on secondhand
smoke, as well as $50 million in lawyers’ fees and costs.

Individual plaintiffs received no money from the settlement,
but each can sue separately for damages.

In one key benefit for the plaintiffs, the agreement requires
the cigarette makers to prove lung cancer, emphysema and three
other ailments were caused by something other than cigarette
smoke aboard airliners.

Normally plaintiffs in U.S. courts carry the burden of proof
and must prove a link between an injury and a defendant’s
products or actions.

The tobacco companies are also pledged to provide to the
plaintiffs videotaped testimony by medical experts, health-care
officials and their own executives potentially harmful to their
defense.

“It’ s like starting halfway ahead on the race track,” Hunter
said.

A spokeswoman for R.J. Reynolds Tobacco, the maker of
Camel cigarettes and a defendant in the secondhand-smoke
lawsuits, was not immediately available to comment.

) emphysema: i A intangible: T 15 B punitive: 71 5 & pledge & 1% i
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45 [n Miami, Susan and Stanley Rosenblatt, the same law-
yers who secured the secondhand-smoke settlement, this week
resumed the presentation of evidence in another high-profile
case against the tobacco industry.

The Rosenblatts in July won a sweeping verdict against

50 the tobacco industry and are now asking jurors to assess ciga-
rette makers of possibly massive damages for an estimated
500,000 to 1 million sick smokers throughout Florida. =

RICPIZE
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No specific cash damages will be claimed in the suits, which seek
compensation for lost wages, medical expenses and intangibles such
as pain and suffering.(L.18-20)

damage M Zidl., o4 iRk WE: AT A

The storm did a lot of damage to the crops. & A % E 1R & AR A4 K.

No specific cash damages will be claimed in the suits.
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The court awarded £ 500 in damages to the injured. 3 k& #| % % 4% 500
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“It" s like starting halfway ahead on the race track,” Hunter
said.(L40-41) :
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The Rosenblatts in July won a sweeping verdict against the to-
bacco industry and are now asking jurors to assess cigarette makers
of possibly massive damages for an estimated 500,000 to 1 million
sick smokers throughout Florida. (L49-52)

LRIRREA, (EMIBE EHT, BIRAE—E15 ( The Rosenblatts ) o
P MEIE (won / are now asking ), iH., AT BN Rt BiEEE g
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It has been rather disquieting these days. Tonight, when | was siting in
the yard enjoying the cool, it occurred to me that the Lotus Pond, which | pass
by every day, must assume quite a different look in such moonlit night.
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1. READING COMPREHENSION
Directions: There are four choices marked A),B8),C) and D) in the following questions or
unfinished statements.You should decide on the best choice based on the text.
1. How many individual secondhand-smoke lawsuits will be filed in Miami by Octo-
ber? .
A) 300 B) 350 C) thousands D) millions
2. According to the article, the cigarette companies
A) will make no individual compensations
B) are protected from damages for intangibles
C) have to provide evidences that are useful to the plaintiffs
D) start halfway ahead of plantiffs
3. What can be inferred from the article?
A) The U. S. tobacco company has long been involved in lawsuits.
B) Secondhand-smoke plaintiffs normally have to provide evidences hetween an
ailment and smoking.
C) Class-action lawsuits are more easily won than individual lawsuits.
D) There is nothing available for a tobacco company to comment on.
Il. VOCABULARY AND STRUCTURE
A. MuLTIPLE CHOICE
Directions:Choose A), B), C) or D) from the following items so that the sentences

are appropriate,

4. In what was considered to be a victory, Chinese Women Soccer Team
defeated Norwegian Team by a difference of 5:0.
A) landlord B) landmark C) landscape D) landfill

5. allthe faculty members, | highly appreciate your genefous donation to the
project.”
A) As representation of B) As behalf of
C) On behalf of D) On representative of

B. It is held illegal to give false on court.

A) proof B) accusation C) testimony D) verdict
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B. MATCHING
Directions:Drow a line between an item in the leff column and one in the right

column so thot the collocation is notural and accepfable.

7. file A) compensation for
8. seek B) available to

9. be C) from harm

10. on D) behalf of

11. shelter... E) a suit against

C. ERROR CORRECTION
Directions:In either of the following sentences, there is one underlined part that is
not appropricte. Please identify and correct it.
12. In the information age, one can receive the last news via the Internet
A B C :
at very little cost.

D
18. It was due to luck other than judgment that the driver succeeded in avoiding an
A B C D
accident.

1.C 2.C487R: J§USC 41 The tobacco companies are also pledged to provide...
—hJ, R h MR 2 FHREERT (& A (harmful to their defense ) B9iE
&, HokCo 5 RIB BT — R iFIA T, A SN R, B8 L
tH As Hunter 897157035 15 30454 4 Plaintiffs are starting halfway... 3.A #2755
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Norwegian Returns to Life After

Severe Hypothermia

By Patricia ?eaney

ZXE—TABTT: —2PEH L FEEIAS P
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L KRBy TEIEERAT A 0K We should never give up 1in
. cases were people are cooled down. They should be
. warmed up efore you declare them dead.

A Norwegian woman whose body temperature dropped to
56.7 degrees in a skiing accident was brought back to life after
she was thawed, doctors said Friday.
The unidentified 29-year-old skier, who was clinically dead,
5 is the only known person to have survived after such severe
hypothermia.
“As far as we know it is the lowest body temperature of
anybody who has survived from being dead and cold —13.7
degrees. There are no other reports as low as that,” Dr Mads
10 Gilbert, of Tromsoe University Hospital in Norway, told Reuters.

unidentified: & # B 89 hypothermiafi 1K i
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The previous lowest body temperature that anyone sur-
vived was 57.9 degrees recorded in a child. Less than a third of
adults whose body temperature drops below 82.5 degrees re-
cover. ' : J

“I would describe the case as a new confirmation that we
should never give up in cases were people are cooled down.
They should be warmed up before you declare them dead,” Gil-
bert said. ) _

The woman was initially paralyzed and spent 35 days on a
ventilator and 60 days in intensive care but Gilbert said she
was now completely well and had resumed work and skiing.

Doctors in Tromso credited her'extreme physical fitness,
determination to survive and the quick thinking of two friends
at the time of the accident for her miraculous recovery.

“She was clinically dead for a couple of hours,” said Gil-
bert, one of dozens of doctors who has treated her since the
accident last May. .

Writing in the Lancet medical journal, Gilbert and his col-
leagues described how the woman fell while skiing down a wa-
terfall gully. She was wedged between rock and overhanging ice
for 40 minutes in a space continually flooded with icy water.

Her friends called the emergency medical services on a
mobile phone but it was more than an hour before she was
airlifted to hospital. .

Although she was not breathing and had no circulation by
the time she reached the hospital, doctors used a cardiopulmo-
nary bypass to remove her blood, warm it outside the body, and
then return it to the body.

Gilbert said the icy water cooled her body to the point where
her heart had stopped. It also cooled her brain enough so it
could sustain a long period without oxygen supply.

“The sequence of cooling in this particular case probably
is one of the key factors for this extremely good result,” he said.

The woman has no recollection of the accident.

paralyze:k £ 5 K ventilator " 5 Lancet Aot 71 gully: | 4 cardiopulmo-
nary bypass i 3 58 &
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45 “Nature has shown her mercy. Who would remember be-
ing wedged under ice for 40 minutes? That’ s the complete night-
mare | think,” Gilbert said. »

RIC R
’777

The unidentified 29-years-old skier, who was clinically dead, is
the only known person to have survived after such severe
hypothermia.(L4-6)

XS hypo- fllbhyper- AR AN NG migs . X &R s B e
TERHE T ) BRI T s T, IRE Biltig. H & Y SASFER] . hypo-
B A R R, P, YT inferior A infra. 4{710)riY hypothermia ( fl:E.
iR ). FEREn: hypoboric (fRELEEAY, fIRLLAY ). hypochromatic ( 7 fxtnik
DY), hypodermic (J% NiF:8% ), hypofunction ( HlAEZGE ), hypodynamic ( 2
309 ), hypopsia ( #L775EEE ) Z5: hyper- 895 X 29: 8, & #H4TF superior i
ultra, FREARRITEAAREHEI T hypertension ( il ). hyperthermia { f&/&T
=1 ), hypertoxicity ( Ri& ), hypervelocity ( FIFEM: ), hypersphere ( BRI ),
hypermarket ( B 1735 ). hypermatagalaxy (# &2 £ ), hypergravity ( #
), hyperfrequency ( HZ%ii ), hyperemia ( %Il ), hyperfine ( BRE4IHY ),
hypergeometry ( 354 J1.{n] ).
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Doctors in Tromso credited her extreme physical fitness, deter
mination to survive and the quick thinking of two friends at the time
of the accident for her miraculous recovery. (L22 -24)

HiE MEEBNNSAERERL, IEBNETER, MYBAIA LTS
S MREMINE, FHSIIAStERT . RERDEETINX~DBRIARS .

FEER T UL UG5S WET A ZiEMeia, Eifmir S Ene

TEHRZR A ALIRERT R LI BB AR &R . inff)m)if) “her extreme ... recovery” #B




