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Foreword

Qiu Deshu's experiment in ink painting began in the end of 1970s. Inspired by the crack in flagstone by chance

in 1982, he started his “Fissure” series, and has been working on the techniques and the theme ever since. He
values “independent spirit, unique technique, and original style” in art, which is not easy to achieve, anyway. The
predicament which has confronted traditional Chinese painting would not resolve without the persistent efforts
of several generations. Domestic traditions and western influence is a treasure, yet it might become a restraining

pressure for free creation.

Qiu Deshu has embarked on this long and rough journey. In his “Fissure”, which is his desire to get loose from the
constraints of heavy traditions and the powerful western cultures, and to discover his own ideas and methods, while
drawing useful elements from them. He picked up rice paper as his most important tool for creation from brush, ink,
water and paper, the four elements the traditional ink art value. In some sense, rice paper is his sole vocabulary, being
the carrier as well as the expressive language. The properties of it as a medium get unprecedented emphasis, and

the use of canvas and acrylic expands the scope of medium. In this way, the traditional ink art is deconstructed, and

advances towards modern style. Indeed, it format great “Fissure” from the old ink art tradition.

Fang Zengxian

Director of Shanghai Art Museum
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