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A SURVEY OF TAICANG
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K4 RALE  Map of Location of Taicang

Geographical Location

Taicang is located on the east coast of China, southeast
portion of Jiangsu Province, just on the south bank of the
Yangtze River Mouth. The map coordinates of Taicang covers
from Northern 31° 20’ to 31° 45" Southern, and longitude
from 120° 58’ Eastto 121° 20" on the West.

Taicang is borders the Yangtze River in the east with
Chongming Island to the west. To the south there are Baoshan

and Jiading Districts of Shanghai City and in the west it adjoins
Kunshan City and in the north is Changshu City.
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A SURVEY OF TAICANG

BOALY  Public Art

Jurisdiction Area and Population

Taicang is under the jurisdiction of Suzhou City, Jiangsu
Province. It covers an area of 822.9 km?, of which 648 km? is
land.

Taicang now 2008 AN HE XK BERLHT S
administrates Taicang A) Fm -

Harbor Economy 2 LiE
Development Zone 3 xS
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A SURVEY OF TAICANG

T
KB ELEM L  Taicang Harbor Container Berth

Natural Conditions

Taicang is located in the Yangtze triangular alluvial plain; it is
mainly flat, with slightly sloping from northeast to southwest. The
castern part of the city is a flat plain and the west is low dyke area.
Suited at the temperate zone and with subtropical climate, Taicang
enjoys four distinct seasons and mild temperature.

Taicang port is the nearest one to the mouth of the Yangtze
River with a length of 38.8 km bank, of which 25 km is deep
water area. Bank line is straight on the whole and it does not
experience freezing or silting throughout of the year. It is so wide
and stable that can meet the demand of 50,000 ton ships’ turning
about and thus it is called the “Gold line™.
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A SURVEY OF TAICANG

History and Culture

Originating from a small ancient coastal village, Taicang saw
a long and colorful history. In the Spring and Autumn Periods of
Taicang’s history, it belonged to Wu Area, and in Qin Dynasty
it belonged to Kuaiji Shire. In Han Dynasty, it was called Hui-
an Town in Lou County. During Three Kingdoms period, the Wu
Dynasty built their army barns here. In Yuan Dynasty Liujiagang
started the rice transportation and thus the city became rich and
prosperous. In Hongzhi 10 year period, Ming Dynasty, Taicang
State was finally formed. In 1912 it was given the name Taicang
County until 1993,3 it was renamed with Taicang City.

Taicang has a long history of unique culture which is called
Lou Dong Culture. Zhenghe weighed anchor from Taicang to
start his seven great voyage visits to foreign countries. Taicang is
the birthplace of Lou Dong Culture genre, Jiangnan strings and
bamboo music (Si-zhu) also originated from this area. The popular
legend said that cowboy and vega were born in Huang-gu village
in Taicang. Yuan Dynasty was famous for its bridge construction
art and here we can see 5 ancient bridges with special styles.

Taicang boasts of its characteristic cultures and has been entitled
with “Bridge Hometown”, “Martial Art Hometown”, “Dragon &
Lion Dancing Hometown”, “Jiangnan Sizhu Hometown”, etc.
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A SURVEY OF TAICANG

WRIUE “BHT AE—EHA ERERERNAH—IFH
Wang Shizhen: The Leader in Literary Wang Yuanqi: Leader of Lou Dong
World of Late Ming Dynasty Painting School

Taicang has been proud of giving birth to a great many
prominent people from ancient times. They are in various fields of
arts such as Wang Shizhen, Wu Weiye, Zhangpu, and Qiuying;
the representatives of LouDong drawing genre: Wang shimin,
Wangjian and Wang Yuanqi; famous educationalist and the
founder of Shanghai Jiao Tong University, Tang Wenzhi; Zhu
Qizhan, Song Wenzhi, who are famous contemporary painters;
Wu Xiaobang, the founder of Modern Dancing of China.

In the field of science, Taicang enjoys the famous woman-
scientist, Wu Jianxiong, who is honored as “Chinese Madame
Curie”. And the Nobel Prize winner Mr. Zhu Diwen and Gu
Maoxiang, Gong Zhiben, Tang Xiaowei, Zou Shichang, Huang
Shengnian, Wu Jianping, Yang Shengli and altogether Taicang has
11 academicians.



