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Abstract

Either as a curriculum of higher education or as a profession, social work in China
has undergone a long and tortuous development, including periods of interruption and
stagnation. Since China’s reform and opening, with the promotion and support of the
Party and government, social work educators and practitioners from all over the country
have worked hard to restore the profession’s practice in China in the 1980s. The past
two decades have witnessed reconstruction and significant progress of social work
development in the country.

Over the past 20 years, social work in China has made numerous accomplishments
in a variety of areas, including social work education, practice and services, team-
building of social work professionals and development of professional regulations. As an
important component of social development in modern China, social work is playing an
increasingly important role in the nation’s undertakings of socialist modernization. This
book reports the history and development of social work profession in China. As the
first of its kind, this book provides a comprehensive overview and in-depth analysis on
the restoration, reconstruction and development of social work in China.

The book is divided into three parts: general report, reports on special subjects,
and experts’ forum.

In the general report, the book describes three phases of social work development
in China since 1988, that is, the restoration and development of professional social
work , the exploration of social work practice and professionalization, the construction of

social work system. Over the past 20 years, social work has made tremendous progress

+ Translator Guo Shenyang, Associate Professor, School of Social Work, University of North Carolina at
Chapel Hill. Director of China program. Guest Professor, East China University of Science and
Technology.

Reviser Mr. Xu Liugen, vice-president of China Association of Social Workers, a career diplomat having
long-time experience in diplomacy & foreign affairs, and served as press officer of China Permanent
Mission to the United Nation, Adviser of the Chinese Mission to the Security Council and Director-General
of the Foreign Affairs Department of the Chinese Ministry of Civil Affairs. From 2000 to 2002, Mr. Xu

went to Princeton University & Kalamazoo College respectively as visiting fellow & visiting professor.



in terms of specialization, professionalization, and institutionalization. Social work
practitioners have accumulated invaluable experiences in adapting social work principles
to China’s culture and its unique problems. There have also been problems and areas
that require improvement. In the future, with enlarged support from the Party,
government and people, social work will make more significant accomplishments and
will be entering into a gold phase of development.

The part of reports on special subjects consists of five following sections: practice
expansion, special studies, human-resources build-up, laws, regulations and policies,
cooperation and exchanges.

The section of “practice expansion” focuses on social work practices, development
of agencies, main experiences and lessons, and remaining issues in the following practice
areas: aging and care for the elderly, children and youths, people with physical
disabilities, women, communities and neighborhoods, rural areas, enterprises, schools,
families hospitals, corrections, mental health, services to drug addicts, population
control and family planning, ethnic minorities, and religions.

The section of “special studies” focuses on research findings in the following areas :
social relief , employment services, disaster mitigation and relief, employment services
and preferential treatment for veterans, rescue and help of city beggars, adoption
services, charities and charitable agencies, public welfare undertakings including
volunteer services, etc. The book summarizes main findings. of research in these areas,
including lessons learned and problems to be resolved in the future.

The section of “human-resources build-up ” describes the development and
institutionalizations of social work education, evaluation of social worker’s qualifications ,
and the development of social-worker registration system and licensure system.

The section of “laws, regulations and policies” summarizes laws, governmental
policies, and professional regulations pertaining to social work practice.

The section of “cooperation and exchanges” describes main international and
domestic collaboration projects and exchanging events during the past 20 years.

The part of “experts’ forum” collects personal opinions of internationally and
domestically famous experts and scholars on main social work issues of China.

The book’s Appendix presents a “ Chronicle of Main Events of Social Work

Development in China” .

Key Words: social work; restoration and reconstruction of social work; social

work development; the field of social work; social work prospects
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