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Unit 1 Suspense

Part One Preparation

1. Who Ate the Cake
Words and Phrases You May Use:

make (have) a guess, conjecture, suspect, suppose, assume, make out, figure out,
contradict, not in accord with, be in agreement with somebody on something, be not
consistent with, dubious, questionable, credible, incredible, guess right (wrong)

Useful Sentence Patterns:
I’'m absolutely positive.

It can’t be otherwise.

It couldn’t have been. ..

We may safely say that. ..

I feel confident of. ..

I’m convinced that. . .
Judging by..., it must be...
I figure/reckon. ..

I suppose he must have. ..
There’s no reason to suppose that. ..
It would seem that. ..

My judgement is that. ..

2. What’s in the Letter?
Possible Replies:
—How stupid you are! Don’t you know that silence is gold?
—Why don’t we meet at the concert tonight?

—Can you give me some more time so that T can say good-bye to my old boyfriend?

Part Two Listening-Centered Activities

Listening 1

Words and Phrases You Need to Know Before Listening:
thriller n. fEEhH, B A

psychological crime thriller 0> FR LM H
maximize vt. HEMBIHKEE



highlight ve. - RH, - BF
subjective adj. FWHK

category n. P

spy n. [H¥, HiE

motivation n. 3§J1; FHHl

sabotage n./vt. HEBEIK; BHFEHK
terrorist n. M5

blackmail n./vt. BiE, $ER

fit into &EH, HE

relate vt. R

homicide n. HFA; RAHE

brazenly adv. JEEITCHLHD

corpse n. Pk

seize upon FIF; ME

up in the air RMRHE

eliminate vt. HEBR, HER

dimension n. YEHE; HH

invariably adv. A7ZEHL; SR

Listening 11

Words and Phrases You Need to Know Before Listening:
psychiatrist n. EMHHEL

sane adj. LEE2M, HEEER

stand trial &

acquit vt. EH - TR

self-expressive adj. BEH R FEIH

rear vt. FH; HF

junk food HFEM (REEAEMT . SHIBHNELERE)
addict n. ETHHMA

grudge n. P5; B1R

death cap n. FHEL

casserole n. HiE, BH

vegetarian n. ERH

renounce vt. (AFEH) WFE

fatal adj. Bk

presume vt. (BAREM) HIE; £



Part Three Reading-Centered Activities
In-Class Reading The Lady or the Tiger

II. Pre-Reading Guess What the Story Is About
Words and Phrases You May Use:

love affair, of low social status, of humble origin, royal family, arrogant and will-
ful, resolute and firm, brave and resourceful, as brave as a lion, develop an affec-
tion for, infatuated (EZ%), court (3R ), suit GK#), one’s beloved, have mutual
affinity (.L>.0>#8E1), be charmed, be enchanted, win sb’s heart, stony-hearted,
cold-hearted, evil-minded, ask for permission, obstruct in every possible way,
schemes and intrigues (PH % ¥ 1f ), sinister, treacherous, in despair, rescue,
wicked and merciless, as miserable as sin, be weighed down with care (P50 T A}l
1), be laden with anxiety, in an emotional turmoil, rankling hatred, lay bare
one’s true feelings, wild with joy, happy union, reunited and reconciled (EHF

)

IIl. Passage Reading
Words, Phrases and Grammatical Points

1. Frank Stockton (1834-1902): American writer. He contributed to various magazines and was
on the editorial staff of Hearth and Home, Century Magazine and St. Nicholas. About 1880
he gave up editorial work for independent authorship. ‘

Stockton’s first published works were fanciful stories for children. In 1879 his reputation
with older readers was established by his amusing and original Rudder Range (1879). His par-
ticular talent was for the short story; some of the best examples are the title-stories of the vol-
ume The Lady or the Tiger (1884), The Christmas Wreck (1886) and The Bee Man of Orn
(1887).

2. ...build a big arena as an agent of justice... (/. 2)
arena n.

1) in ancient Rome, the area in the central part of an amphitheater (B XE S ; EH%),
where the gladiators (f3} 1) fought
e.g. There was going to be a contest in the arena that night and the whole town was
looking forward to the bloody fights of the gladiators.
2) a building with a large flat central area surrounded by seats, where sports or entertainment
takes place

e.g. a boxing arena



a circus arena
3) a place of great activity, esp. of competition or fighting
e.g. the political arena BU#
After World War II, Japan entered the arena of international trade.
“Agent” here means “something or somebody that performs actions, exerts power, or has
the power to act”.
e.g. Technological advances are the chief agents of change.
BAR# S REMKERES S,
The other meanings of “agent” include:
1) one entrusted with the business of another s
e.g. An estate agent (BrE)/A real estate agent (AmE) (JF#if= 24 A) arranges the
buying and selling of houses.
2) person or thing that works to produce a result (=L EFhEERE) Mzl &
e.g. Heat and electricity are important agents in the life of today.
Rain and frost are natural agents that wear away rocks.
WHERRMEAWART,
3. assemble (. 6) v.
1) to gather or collect together into a group or into one place
e.g. The guide assembled the tourists together.
A committee was assembled to nominate a candidate.
At the beginning of the day, we all assemble in the main hall to be addressed by the
head teacher.
2) to put together
e.g. to assemble a bike/a model aeroplane
In the factory they can assemble a vehicle in less than a day.
assembly n.
1) a meeting together of people
e.g. The school assembly will begin at 9 o’clock.
The assembly of doctors discussed the latest medical research.
the right of assembly £ £
to prohibit unlawful assembly
2) the putting together of parts, as of machinery
e.g. the assembly line
Compare : assemble, gather, collect
Assemble refers to people or organizations and suggests their coming together for some
joint purpose. Gather emphasizes the act of bringing widely scattered things to one place, and
collect suggests discriminating selection, as in ro collect stamps , to gather wild flowers. In in-
transitive (RR Y1) uses, gather and collect are used interchangeably.
e.g. Autograph (GREZ 4 ) seekers gathered/collected around the film star wherever she
went.
We gathered/collected the kids together and hustled them into the bus.
There is a difference between to gather money (F%), which may mean merely to accu-



4

mulate it, and fo collect money (3% ), which usually suggests either raising a fund by gifts,
subscription, and contributions or taking action to obtain possession of money due.
e.g. The Congress shall have power to lay and collect taxes on incomes, from whatever
source derived.
He collected debts from poor people.

. the court (I. 6~7): all the people surrounding a sovereign in his regal state k&
5.

...a door beneath him opened... (1. 7~8)
The door was beneath the king because he was sitting in the raised gallery of the arena.
... the person on trial... (. 10): the person who is being tried (in court) Z# A
trial n.
1) (an act of) hearing and judging a person, a case, or point of law in a court
e.g. He is (going) on trial for armed robbery.
B AR IEERE,
The murder trial lasted six weeks.
He is in detention awaiting trial.
2) (an act or period of) testing to ensure quality, usefulness, safety, etc.
e.g. The new aircraft has performed very well in its initial trials.
I’ve appointed a secretary for a trial period (i fi#]) to see how well she does the
job.
Phrases with “trial”:
trials and tribulations R ¥  trial and error R E KK (%)
Compare : trial, experiment, test
All of them imply an attempt to find out something or to find out about something. Test
is the general word for a trying of anything. Experiment is a trial conducted to prove or illus-
trate the truth or validity of scmething or an attempt to discover something new: an experi-
ment in organic chemistry. Test is a more specific word, referring to a trial under approved
and fixed conditions, or a final and decisive trial as a conclusion of past experiments: a test

of a new type of airplane.

. He was subject to no guidance or influence, only chance. (/. 11): He had no one to guide

him or influence him; he could only depend on chance.
Pay attention to the rhyme at the endings: guidance, influence, chance.
be subject to: to be open or exposed to; be likely to get; be under the rule, control or influ-
ence of
e.g. The arrangements are subject to change at short notice.
All such gatherings are subject to the laws on political meetings.
His hiring is subject to your approval.
Synonyms : be liable/open/prone/susceptible to
Compare : subject (vt.) [sob'dzekt] ...to (be subjected to)
1) to lay open; expose; bring under rule, control, or influence
e.g. You will subject yourself to ridicule if you let others know about it.
MRERAHE X F RS WABRER

This metal should not be subjected to too high temperature.



2) to cause to experience or suffer
e.g. We were subjected to a good deal of ill-mannered abuse.
No one would willingly subject himself to such indignities.
8. sprang upon (I. 12): (usu. of an animal) attacked by jumping suddenly upon/at
e.g. Fire at the tiger's eyes the moment before he springs upon you.
The wolf sprang upon the unsuspecting lamb.
9. ...there came forth a lady,... ({. 14) -
“Come forth” is old use, now often replaced by “come out”.
e.g. He came forth from his quiet retreat.
b WAt TR 1 8 1 B S ALk TE R
The castle gate was opened and the king and all his servants came forth.
“Come forth” may also mean “be published”.
e.g. Gone with the Wind came forth during the same year.
10. ... his affections might be engaged upon a lady... (/. 17): he might be in love with a lady
11. ...administering justice. (/. 20)
administer vt.
1) to dispense, mete out 4T ;3LHE, LIT
e.g. Judges administer justice or judgement.
The court administers law.
The Red Cross administers relief /help/aid to people who are suffering from floods.
2) to manage and organize the affairs of a company, government, etc.
e.g. It takes brains to administer a large corporation.
BHE-FRAATEEE
The head of a government department administers the funds allocated to his de-
partment.
Synonyms : enforce, execute, perform, implement, discharge
12. the apple of his eye (/. 24): .0EZ Y, % LA
13. ...above all humanity. (/. 25): above all; above everything else
humanity n.
1) the human race; people in general
e.g. 30% of humanity live in conditions of terrible poverty.
2) the quality or condition of being human; human nature
e.g. Humanity is a mixture of good and bad qualities.
3) kindness, respect and sympathy towards other people
e.g. Your humanity toward us in our time of suffering will never be forgotten.
the humanities: [ $E X ] subjects of study such as literature, languages, philosophy, art,
etc., as distinguished from the sciences A #H}%
Related words : human, humane(treating people or animals in a way that causes them as little
pain or suffering as possible), humankind (people in general), humanitarian
(concerned with improving bad living conditions and preventing unfair treat-
ment of people).
14. .. .if fate did not determine him a different destiny. (l. 32~33)
6



15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

“A different destiny” here means “a result that is different from having a beautiful young
maiden as his bride”.
Compare : fate, destiny, doom
Fate implies an inevitable and sometimes an adverse (A H]) outcome. Destiny implies
something foreordained (¥ %G ¥ & #Y) and often suggests a great or noble course or end.
Doom distinctly stresses finality and implies a grim or calamitous (RXE#ER)) fate.
e.g. No matter how absurd or meaningless our fate may be, we still must accept it and play
our role.
He had expected to spend his life in Italy, but fate had decided otherwise.
He always had with him the special conviction of destiny — that he was in a great age
of history, and that he was born to act in and dominate this time.
If the rebellion fails, our doom is certain.
R IR KT, BAT AN BB
to meet/go to one’s doom %, K 1=
...the deed. . .been done. (/. 33~34): the crime was committed
“Deed” here means “crime committed”.
... the lover of the princess... (I. 40)
“Lover” usually refers to male, while “love” refers to female.
e.g. Lady Chatterly’s Lover {ERERANHEAN)
... he was greeted by a hum of admiration. (1. 40~41): 2 3E|— R #H
hum
n. alow, continuous sound (as of bees); an unclear sound of mixed voices or noises
e.g. There was a hum of approval.
The steady hum of the motor indicated that the car was working properly.
v. to make such a sound
e.g. He hummed the tune to me.
The market hummed as trading began.
EEIFRT MG LEERER
As the youth advanced into the arena, he turned, as the custom was, to bow to the King,. ..
(1. 43~44)
“As the custom was” is a parenthesis (i Ai&), meaning “according to the custom”.
.. .the decree had gone forth,... (/. 45~46)
go forth: [[BRI#:] to be sent out
e.2. An order went forth that all prisoners should be killed.
Possessed of more power and determination than anyone connected with a previous case,. ..
(1. 47~48): Having more power and determination than anyone before that was involved in
such a case. ..
be possessed of : [IEFELI ] to have (a quality, etc.)
e.g. As a musician, she is possessed of unusual ability and sensitivity.
Mr. Johnson is a man possessed of more wealth than brains.
Compare : be possessed by
1) to be owned by



e.g. Land that is possessed by the city should be turned into parks and playgrounds.
2) to have one’s whole character powerfully influenced or controlled by R OBH ETEN
e.g. People used to think that madmen were possessed by devils.
Once he is possessed by a single idea, he has to express this in his painting.

21. Then it was that his quick and anxious glance asked the question:... (/. 58~59): Then he
shot her a quick and anxious glance, as if asking the question.

22. The question was asked in a flash; it must be answered in another. (1. 60~61): The question
was asked very quickly, and it must be answered very quickly, too. (“Another” means “an-
other flash”.)
flash n.

1) a bright light that shines for a short time and then stops shining
e.g. flashes of lightning
Did the flash ((AY64T) of the camera go off?
2) a sudden, brief outburst or display
e.g. a flash of brilliance/inspiration/humor
3) a very brief moment; instant
e.g. Just wait. I'll be back in a flash.
Quick as a flash, she was gone.
Her first film won many awards, but it turned out to be only a flash in the pan.
W EREERT AR HERPEEL -HAME .
23. Her one despairing shriek was lost in the noise. (/. 75~76): The princess uttered a cry of de-
spair, but the cry was drowned in the noise of the crowd.
Compare : despairing, desperate, hopeless
Despairing (#:3 #J)suggests the slipping away of all hope and often an accompanying de-
spondency ({H3E&,H#<).
e.g. a despairing cry/look
despairing appeals for the return of the kidnapped boy
Desperate (AB—¥I, %M B A9 )implies such despair as prompts reckless action or vio-
lence in the face of anticipated fear or frustration.
e.g. a desperate criminal/struggle
one last desperate attempt to turn the tide of the war
A desperate man will stop at nothing to get what he wants.
—MNMEBHAR T BIRENERA, X R.
Hopeless (JoX2H))suggests despair and the cessation of effort or resistance.
e.g. The situation of the trapped miners is hopeless.
The economy is in a hopeless mess.
24. anguished thought (/. 79): thought that causes extreme pain or worry
anguished adj.
e.g. anguished cries for help
anguish n. mental or physical suffering caused by extreme pain or worry
e.g. She was in anguish over her missing child.
Synonyms : agony, misery
8



