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[ Intreduction

Most people harbour a particular image of Australia,such as the Opera House or
blood-red Uluru( Ayers Rock). Yet these famous icons do scant justice to the richness
of Australian natural treasures and its cultural diversity. Australia offers a wealth of
travel experiences ,from the vastness and drama of the outback ,to the spectacle of the
Great Barrier Reef and its islands, the cosmopolitanism of Sydney and arguably some of
the best beaches in the world. Visitors expecting to see an opera in Sydney one night
and meet Crocodile Dundee the next will have to re-think their grasp of geography in
this huge country. It is this sheer vastness,and the friction between the ancient land
steeped in Aboriginal lore and the New World cultures being heaped upon it, which
gives Australia much of its character. In land area, Australia is the sixth largest nation
after Russia, Canada, China, the United States of America and Brazil. It’s about the
same size as the 48 mainland states of the USA and 50 percent larger than Europe , but
has the lowest population density in the world—only two people per square kilometres.

Australia is the only nation to govern an entire continent and its outlying islands.
The mainland is the largest island and the smallest,flattest continent on Earth. It lies
between 10° and 39° South latitude. The highest point on the mainland, Mount
Kosciuszko ,is only 2,228 metres.

The Australian federation consists of six States and two Territories. Most inland
borders follow lines of longitude and latitude. The largest State, Western Australia, is

about the same size as Western Europe.

Full country name : Commonwealth of Australia

Area ;7,692,000 sq km

Population:21. 2 million (2007)

Capital city ;: Canberra

People:94% European descent,4% Asian,1.5% Aborigine

Languages ; English , Aboriginal languages ( plus numerous other European, Arabic
and Asian languages)

Government ; Independent member of the British Commonwealth

National Holidays: Australian Day (1 January ); the Queen’s Birthday is
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elebrated in June Western Australia; all christian festivals,and also 26 December as
Boxing Day

National Calendar: Gregorian

Date of Independence ;1 January 1901

Date of Constitution:9 July 1900

Major products or industries : Minerals, oil, coal , gold , wool , cereals , meat , tourism
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1. Geography

Australia is the sixth largest country in the world,and is the only one of the top
six that is completely surrounded by water. The mainland and Tasmania are also
surrounded by many thousands of small fringing islands and numerous larger ones. As
an island nation, coastlines play an important role in defining national, state and

territory boundaries.

1) Location

Australia is located in Oceania, lying between the Indian and Pacific oceans,
southeast of Asia. It is bounded on the north by the Timor Sea,the Arafura Sea, and
the Torres Strait; on the east by the Coral Sea and the Tasman Sea; on the south by
the Bass Strait and the Indian Ocean; and on the west by the Indian Ocean. The
continent extends for about 4,025 km from east to west and for about 3,700 km from
north to south. Its coastline measures about 19,650 km.

2) Time Zones

There are three time zones within the Australian continent. The eastern states—
Queensland , New South Wales , Tasmania and Victoria—are 30 minutes ahead of South
Australia and the Northern Territory and two hours ahead of Western Australia.

Daylight saving starts at 2 am, Sunday 5 October 2002 in Tasmania. Daylight
saving starts at 2 am, Sunday 27 October 2002 in New South Wales, Victoria, South
Australia, Australian Capital Territory.

Australia is just to the west of the International Date Line. From the end of
October to the end of March dayllght saving applies ( clocks are advanced by one
hour) .

New South Wales, Victoria and Tasmania follow Eastern Summer Time,

Queensland has not adopted this practice. South Australia follows Summer Time, as
R FT
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does. the Northern Territory. This period usually falls between November and February

but canxextend for up to two weeks on either side. Tasmania has extended daylight

' saving t¢ six months from early October to late March.
3 ) The Land

Australia is the lowest, flattest, and, apart from Antarctica, the driest of the
continents. Unlike Europe and North America,where much of the landscape dates back
to 20, 000 years ago ( when great ice sheets retreated ), the age of landforms in
Australia is generally measured in many millions of years. This fact gives Australia a
very distinctive physical geography.

The continent can be divided into three parts—the Western Plateau, the Central
Lowlands and the Eastern Highlands. The Western Plateau consists of very old rocks
(some over 3,000 million years old) ,and much of it has existed as a landmass for
over 500 million years. Several parts have individual “plateau” names( eg Kimberley,
Hammersley , Arnhem Land, Yilgarn). In the Perth area,younger rocks along a coastal
strip are separated from the rest by the Darling Fault escarpment. The Nullarbor Plain
is virtually an uplifted sea floor, a limestone plain of Miocene age ( about 25 million
years) .

The Central Lowlands stretch from the Gulf of Carpentaria through the Great
Artesian Basin to the Murray-Darling Plains. The Great Artesian Basin is filled with
sedimentary rocks which hold water that enters in the wetter Eastern Uplands.

Much of the centre of Australia is flat, but there are numerous ranges ( eg
Macdonnel , Musgrave ) and some individual mountains of which Uluru is the best
known. Faulting and folding in this area took place long ago,the area was worn to a
plain , the plain uplifted and then eroded to form the modern ranges on today’s plain. In
looking at Uluru, the remarkable thing is not how it got there, but that so much has
been eroded from all around,leaving it there.

In the South Australian part of the Central Lowlands fault movements are more
recent, and the area can be considered as a number of blocks that have been moved up
and down to form a series of “ranges” (Mt Lofty, Flinders Ranges) and “hills” ( such
as the Adelaide Hills) , with the downfaulted blocks occupied by sea ( eg Spencer
Gulf) or lowlands including the lower Murray Plains.

The Eastern Highlands rise gently from central Australia towards a series of high
plateaus,and even the highest part around Mt Kosciuszko (2,228 m) is part of a
plateau. There are a few younger faults and folds,such as the Lake George Fault near
Canberra, and the Lapstone Monocline near Sydney.

Some plateaus in the Eastern Highlands are dissected by erosion into rugged

.
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stralia

wand the eastern edges of plateaus tend to form high escarpments. Many of these
e united to form a Great Escarpment that runs from northern Queensland to the
ictorian border. Australian highest waterfalls all occur where rivers flow over the
at-Escarpment. For most of its length the Great Divide ( separating rivers flowing to
entral Australia from rivers flowing to the Pacific) runs across remarkably flat country
dotted with lakes and airstrips, and there is no “Great Dividing Range”. In eastern
Victoria, however, the old plateau has been eroded into separate High Plains ( such as
Dargo High Plain) , mostly lying south of the Divide which here runs across rugged
country. '

The Australian landforms of today are thus seen to result from long-continued
processes in a unique setting, giving rise to typical Australian landscapes, which in
turn provide the physical basis for the distribution and nature of biological and human
activity in Australia.

=Land Areas of States and Territories

In addition to the mainland, Australia is surrounded by many thousands of small
fringing islands and numerous larger ones, which amount to an area half the size of

Tasmania.

Table 1 Land Areas of States and Territories

AREA/sq km
STATE/TERRITORY %
MAINLAND AREA | ISLAND AREA TOTAL AREA

Western Australia 33.0 2,526,786 3,089 2,529,875
Queensland 22.5 1,723,936 6,712 1,730,648
Northern Territory 17..5 1,335,742 13,387 1,349,129
South Australia 12.7 978,810 4,672 983,482
New South Wales 10.4 800,628 14 800,642
Victoria 3.0 227,010 406 227,416
Tasmania 0.9 64,519 3,882 68,401
Australian  Capital

, <1 2,358 — 2,358
Territory
Jervis Bay <1 72 1 73
Australia 7,659,861 32,163 7,692,024
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