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Preface

"Jixiang"(auspiciousness) is a phenomenon of the
Chinese culture which originates in the native habits and
customs. The word Jixiang is derived from Zhuang Zi of
the Spring and Autumn periods, “If the spirit is empty and
calm, all is well". Cheng Xuanying of the Tang Dynasty
gives explanations,' "Ji means good deeds; Xiang is an
indication of happiness. "This is the earliest definition of
the word Jixiang. Through ages, the connotation of the
propitious culture has developed with the extension of
history. Its social function implies happiness praying,
moral principles, and driving out evil spirits and destroy-
ing calamities.

Folk art is unity of matter and spirit. It is crystalliza-
tion of melting the native art form with traditional crafts
and mark of plentiful content of humanities history. The
propitious culture takes folk art as its carrier whose aim
is to construct an auspicious circumstance and express
a beautiful dream and wish. The image with luckiness is
called "Jixiang grain " or "Jixiang pattern”. They are clas-
sified into good fortune image, realization of luckiness
image and symbol of luckiness according to image

features. The themes implying auspiciousness are un-

countable and cover all the fields of lives. They are found
in the production and working, rituals and festivals. There
are "formulation " and "statement" in most of the propi-
tious themes of folk art. It is established by popular
usages. The happy and auspicious theme usually de-
duces by the ways of quotation, metaphor, analogy, and
euphony, for instance, quotation:"peach"as "longevity",
"peony"as "riches and honour", "pomegranate"as "many
sons";metaphor: "sheep"as "filial respect", "eight
immortals"as "congratulating an elderly person's birthday";
analogy: "plum blossom, orchid, bamboo and
chrysanthemun'as "a man of virtue", "lotus"as "having

good conduct";euphony: "bat'as "fu”(happiness),

wisn

"deer"as "lu"(fame and social status), "cock"as "ji
(luckiness) because of the same pronunciation in Chinese.
The craft of auséicious images is very rich. There are
sculpture, painting, embroidery, printing and dyeing,
knitting, metal craft, lacquerware, porcelain, block new
year's picture, and papercut according to classification of
material and craft; there are architecture, fashion and

accessory, ware, decoration of environment, things for

festivals, toy and the four treasures of the study accord-




ing to classification of functions.

Fu, Lu, Shou, Xi, Cai and Ji are the core of the
propitious culture. They are interrelated and interdepen-
dent with individually auspicious theme. The folk art rep-
resenting the six themes, especially the traditional craft
unchanged by modern technique is not only simple and
vivid in form, but also elaborate in making with a rich
content. The typical folk art works usually show by auspi-
cious patterns. Since it has double or many meanings in
theme and is easy to read, it is very popular among the
common people. Through a long time of history, Fu, Lu,
Shou, Xi, Cai and Ji are always close to the common
people and spreading widely in folk customs without a
stop. At different historic periods, there are different
themes, such as praying for happiness and luckiness,
fame and social status, being pregnant, letting riches and
happiness come into the house, and exorcising evil spir-
its and calamities. The images of praying for happiness
and luckiness are "five fu dedicates longevity", “the god
blessing", and "fu is in front of you"; the theme of being
pregnant "phoenix flying over peony", "magpie standing

on plum blossom", and "kylin sending a baby"; the theme

of longevity are "a hall filled with gold and jade", "letting
riches and treasures come into house", and "wealthy
forever"; the theme of fame and social status are "grant-
ing titles on horse", "passing the imperial examinations
successfully", and "being promoted to a higher office and
rank"; the theme of exorcising evil spirits and calamities
are "all is well", "guarding house tiger", "Zhong Kui catch-
ing ghosts".

The six themes Fu, Lu, Shou, Xi, Cai and Ji tenta-
tively represent the auspicious concept of the Chinese
agriculture and handicraft ages. They use simple and di-
rect art language to express the concern of life and ea-
gerness to happy living from the corﬁfnon people and pur-
suing of their own value. The propitious images of the six
themes show their unique aesthetic features as they are
building lucky and happy atmosphere. Nowadays, the cul-
ture and tradition are paid attention. People start to have
a same understanding about the propitious culture. We
should clear the dust on the history and make the propi-

tious culture blossoming in radiant splendour again.

_‘
=
@
(®)
=
>
@
[
@
h
a5
o
T
{2
o
{ ond
1]
o
=
-
=
=
(0]
%)
@
=2
@
172}

w



(=N

_{
5
@
Q
=
=]
@
]
o
o
=
S
=4
=
15}
C
w
O,
=
=
=
5
)
w
@
=
@
(2]

iR

BT OMRE. B, WERRHEL, LiET,
fosdo AR B AT OFMAEF, RIEAH
(9 gib) & AFEAT, Y B, FE R
B AWML, T EALETRERHEEK
EF HRAAA RS FHEARKS, W Tk A
A, FARR, Kot FIOEE . MR,
HATKFF, MALF, S8 LLEERIAT 6
BOLR 5 @, AR AR T, 0 Rk K4
R, EEREDT, AT OEAR HR, TR
BARE R, RREAREHEEH, EBIALL
BRI LIS A KA R S AEGTE D5,
LA A ALZ b MR KGR, KR &
B ORARE R R EEF TN EERE,

AR R EAT R E, FASA, &
FEM R Rk Tk ARATE R 6, R A, R
WA d, HAMA AL R RAARERAER,
Ba A A % RS, ALILEL, ¥ T 45

&, ARG HRT RS EGHNE, W, AN,
FIRHEBTRAHA P ARE S ZHI6, AFas
W REBEITHNE, BRA S ZE, AZLER
R oA BHA, ETF, R FAEAXT H
THEE,RTHORERAKEF, BLWFA A
AT AR HAKAE R EMFRMAMN— L, KK
A” # “FH2E", 2 “BR” ) “HRZLE, B
B—F—RH ARZAE, AERAY k2l
BT L K8, S EFH “AEKS L
FERKEZB TN, EFEFHT S,
ERFAHF A KRE EA, & RS KRR,
L BT R A, VAE AR A0 R A i 2 RAS KT
KEHF, Aol R Z R4 KW ) WA Aw B,
AFHEREL, BEKD, EHLEMRABA: R
EF &M, Aabfu, A HH M bE. 7

b E¥ B85 EEF,




Summary

Xiimplicates joy, happiness or celebration. In everyday
life, anything satisfactory and commemoratory is considered
Xi event. The once popular Four Xi Poem lists the four most
Xi events in the old days: " rain after long draught; unexpected
friends in strange country; candle-lit wedding night; name on
the gold royal exam result plate" There are many other events
considered high Xi in daily life, such as " newborn child; mov-
ing to a new house; family reunion; harmonious marriage;
abundant harvest and increasing production; ample wealth;
and holidays."

Xi culture has developed new and different aspects to
celebrate over times, some to celebrate unseen luck, some to
express happy wish. Xi culture has completely blended into
people life so that they have to follow the Xi customs as to
what they say and where they live and what they do. It has
become a good omen that could direct a person's destiny and
arouse his yearning for a better future. That is why Xi culture
has become the most important propitious symbol in folklore.

The core of Xi culture is to pray for flourishing population,
prosperous family. In ancient times, primitives revere repro-
duction as their means of survival. In farming societies, repro-
duction becomes the focus of attention because it directly af-
fects the rise and fall of a family and the prospects of a society.
Many of the childbirth and holiday celebrations are conducted

as prayers for children and protection.

In ancient times, people practice unrestricted sexual
activities during the second month of spring to pray for children.
During Ming and Qing dynasties, people in Jing and Chu ar-
eas used gourds to send food to their neighbors because it is
a symbol of abundance. Marriage is called "Xi Union", and
dates, peanuts, dried longan and lotus can be found in the
wedding couple's room because these fruits have characters
that sound like " early”," birth" and " many" in it. Xiis a life
long process from childbirth to old age. Having a baby is the
happiest moment for a family; pregnant woman is “ having
Xi"; one month old baby is called "happiness to play with a
jade tablet(the emblem of male supremancy)"; one hundred
days old baby is called "happiness of 100 days"; every year
there is the " Birthday Xi"; at the deathbed is the " White Xi".
Other things such as " longevity lock" on children’s neck and *
Poison proof vest" on children's back are also objects the el-
ders use to protect their young.

Xi is a joyful topic in propitious culture. Xi events are
happy times, even earth-shaking excitements. In folk custom
and celebrations, Xi is the main theme: " Double Xi" and " Xi
Flowers" for weddings, and Xi writing paper and Xi paintings
for the spring festival. There are also many other graphs that
symbolize Xi: double Xi, Xi fairy, double gods, magpie, spider,
badger, S-shaped jade object(a symbol of good luck), lily, day

lily, mandarin duck, lovebirds, etc.
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