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Abstract: “Toukung” and “ puzuo” are names for the same building component-bracket
set-with some nuances of developmental stages. puzuo appears as an advanced form of toukung
only in a more developed stage. Puzuo tier is a structural tier that plays a key role on the overall
strength and stability of building. In the Wei and Jin and earlier dynasties, toukung with weak
connection cither between toukungs or toukung and beam. the Northern and Southern Danysties
saw a gradual strengthening of such connections that led to the formation of puzuo tier in
buildings from south to north. An epoch-making structure featuring puzuo tier and supporting
network of columns ( [A]-shaped structure) appeared, and became popular in multi-floor
buildings. The complexity of puzuo was decided by the grade of the building, the presence and
absence of puzuo tier is even used today as a criterion to distinguish different types of
architectural structure (diantang or tingtang).

Key Words: toukung, puzuo, puzuo tier, [i]-shaped structure, type of structure
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