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Preface

Many Chinese painters, calligraphers, sculptors are deeply influenced by the Culture of Mazu
and have invented large numbers of artwork basing on the legend of Mazu. Some of the excellent
artwork have been selected to be exhibited on the "The National Artwork Exhibition on Mazu Culture
& China's Traditional Virtues" hosted by the International Communication Association of China, the
Modern Culture Research Center of China, Chinese Culture Communication and Cooperation
Association, the Development Center of Culture Market of the Ministry of Culture of China, the
Institute of Chinese Philosophy Center of Peking University and the Art Committee of Chinese Art-
ists' Association.

When creating the image of Mazu, the artists paid great attention to show the creativity, explor-
atory spirit and technicality. Meanwhile, they also sought for the originality and strong personal style
by fully using their ideals and imagination. All those hard work made each and every piece of the
artwork in this exhibition a masterwork and made this exhibition a high-level one.

The items on show are divided into two parts. Ones are from the legends concerning on Mazu.
These items visualize people a wise, brave and glary figure of a beautiful girl who beat insanity by
brightness, conquered steeliness by kindness, outdid evil by goodness, and overcame darkness by
rosiness; the other ones are based on the traditional materials such as landscape and flowers of differ-
ent seasons. However, all of these works will show us originality and unlimited meanings and will
touch us with virtuous spirits and beautiful frame of mind. So from the wide background and the
expansive eyeshot, we can feel the permanent laud on China's traditional virtues.

Artists clearly know that Mazu is a good theme. To catch such a chance for artistic invention and
make advantage of this theme, in-depth researching and understanding of the Culture of Mazu is the
key problem. Mazu is not only the representative of righteousness and goodness, but also the embodi-
ment of courage and strength; furthermore for generations, the image of Mazu has been a symbol of
the desire and long-lasting pursuit for happy life and peaceful labor. It is the same desire and pursuit
that makes the special Mazu Culture and history, which hold all Chinese together and build up a
spiritual band throughout the world by using its rich cultural nutrient. Today, with the help of this
significant culture, the artists released all their imaginative wit to achieve great artistic power, and that
is the reason why we have so many masterpieces in the exhibition, which can arouse such strong
passion.

Another exciting thing is that dozens of items on exhibition are made by artists from Taiwan and
Macao. Those items are of strong regional color. It is said that in Taiwan, the island opposite to Fujian
Province along Taiwan Channel, there are more than 900 Mazu Temples. Many residents of Taiwan
are descendant of people living in Fujian or Shandong many years ago. Those early immigrants went
to Taiwan to explore plantation and they were encouraged by the struggling spirit of Mazu. When
fighting against all the harsh environmental problems and invaders, they also get spiritual power from
Mazu. The artists from Taiwan have very deep understand of such a history, and their artwork fully
reflect the strong connection, both historically and currently, between Mazu spirit and Chinese people.
We are confident that this exhibition can develop solidarity, friendship and civilian cultural exchange
between the channel and benefit people both in mainland and Taiwan island.

The Editor
2002-9-29
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Brief Introduction of Mazu

Mazu, whose true name is Mo Lin, was born in Meizhou, Fujian province in 960.Mo
Lin was perspicacious when she was still young and began to get good education at the
age of 8. Meanwhile she indicated supereminence with the excellent memory. When she
was 15, Mo Lin became a mavin at medication and so a savior for the patients. With the
good ability in swimming, she often gave a hand to the fishermen. Furthermore she was
brave enough to tussle with the pirate. She was died for struggling in salvage in 987.
Hitherto Mazu turned into a Messianic goddess in the thousands of years-legend and an
embodiment of the traditional virtues of China. There are nice wishes from the people laid
on her and she did become the goddess living in the people's heart forever.

From the Song dynasty to now, the old legend of Mazu has been pervading through-
out the world where Chinese people living. Subsequently a vivid national cultural
phenomenon, called Culture of Mazu, has come into being and become the centripetal
force for Chinese people. Therefore, varieties of celebrations have been hold usually by
the people from Chinese mainland, Taiwan and abroad to place their love for hometown,

for motherland and their refined sentiment on Chinese virtues.
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