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FOREWORD

The Chengde Summer Mountain Resort, the famous tourism scenic spot, having been
arranged in the list of the world cultural heritages, is being known by more and more peo-
ple of all internal and external strata. Today ,with the spread of the Mountain Resort’s not-
ed fame. its historical sites and cultural remains are more highly valued by researchers.
Scholars and experts are exploring in their own points of view about the Mountain
Resort’s developing history, architectural characteristics, gardens achievements and kinds
of imperial treasures reflecting the emperors’ and empresses’ lives of Qing Dynasty. The
book of The Summer Mountain Resort Treasures is just compiled under such conditions.

The Mountain Resort was very important to the development of politics, religions , cul-
tureands architectures during the first and middle periods of Qing Dynasty. It also made
great contributions to the heyday of emperors Kangxi and Qianlong. Since it came into be-"
ing, the Summer Mountain Resort was the political centre of the state beyond the Great
Wall only less important than the Forbidden City in Beijing . and the Qing emperors’ activi-
ties on politics, cultures and religions in the Mountain Resort developed rapidly. At the
same time, with the increase of the Qing emperors’ north sight-seeings, princes and dukes
of various nationalities and foreign envoys gathered together here to have audiences with
emperors, and all kinds of antiques and treasures loved by the Qing emperors entered the
Mountain Resort, which became the emperors” and empresses® articles for daily use, dis-
plays in rooms and articles for viewing and admiring. Among these treasures, many were
handed down from Ming Dynasty. Most of the others were manufactured by workshops
within the Qing palace enclosure on orders, or were presented by accompanying princes,
dukes and ministers, or were tributed by the minority nationalities” heads, or were brought
here by foreign envoys. The Qing palace imperial treasures reserved in the Mountain Re-
sort are mainly porcelains, cloisonné wares, paintings and calligraphies, hanging screens,
timepieces, glass wares, silk fabrics, and so on. Among them, porcelains are thought to
be the quintessence of Chinese culture, most of which are ginghua (blue and white), youli-
hong (underglaze red) and fencai (famille rose). Being a kind of treasures, hanging screens
appeared a great deal during the period of Qianlong's reign. Seeing them from their materi-
als, they are primarily of padauk, etc. ; According to screen centre quality, they can be di-
vided into marble, ivory, jadeite, kesi (a type of weaving done by the tapestry method in

fine silk and gold thread), wood engraving; According to depicting contents, they can be



divided into congratulations (on one's birthday) . figures. flowers and hirds . etc. . Silk fab-
rics were also loved by the Qing emperors and empresses, primarily from Nanjing , Suzhou
and Hangzhou. With a long history. the three producing bases have deep craft sediments.
Lots of lost crafts before Ming Dynasty have been explored anew .such as the brocades imi-
tated the Song (Song Dynasty) style in Suzhou, silk and damask silk in Hangzhou. cloud
brocades in Nanjing. During the period of emperor Kangxi’s reign. cloisonné wares and
timepieces were numerously manufactured after the workshops solely concerned with the
manufacture of cloisonné wares and timepieces were founded. At that time, cloisonné wares
were mainly consecrated to Buddhism . such as the Five Enameled Sacrificial Utensils, the
Seven Treasures, the Eight Auspicious Symbols and kinds of pagodas . however articles for
daily use were minor. With a great variety, unique model, advanced craft, these treasures
remained a splendid page in history. Researching in detail the precious cultural heritage
handed down by our ancestors, we feel a kind of responsibility and historical mission. We
should be capable and confident of achieving the work. The publish of the book of The
Summer Mountain Resort Treasures just illustrates this.

The book of The Summer Mountain Resort Treasures takes these imperial treasures
as the thread, reflects the Qing emperors’ and empresses’ activities on politics, religions
and cultures in the form of picture lists through these treasures. In view of this aspect, all
the precious articles in the book are carefully selected by researchers having studied histor-
ical relics for many years. These treasures are highly representative, and their historical
connotations can't be replaced by other cultural relics on politics, histories, religions and
their own crafts. Therefore, the book has highly collecting and researching values. and is

also very important for one to research the Summer Mountain Resort in a certain way.

Museum Leader; Zhang Zhansheng
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PREFACE

The Summer Mountain Resort was a peculiar historical result of the heydays of em-
perors Kangxi and Qianlong. Her emergence and development were closely linked wito that
time’s existing national policies of the Qing emperors. Today, the imperial gardens which
has experienced difficulties and hardships near three centuries is showing th people her
characteristic attraction and brilliance she once owned. such as her simple and elegant ar-
chitectural styles, natural and graceful gardens characteristics, exciting era atmospheres ,
Qing Dynasty's emperors and empresses® entertainments and feasts, feudal dynasty’s lust
for power and the thought and accomplishment of the nationalities unity. All these splendid
historical relics and cultural remains are showing to people that the Summer Mountain Re-
sort was once the second political centre which was only less important than the Forbhiden
City in Beijing.

Today. strolling on the boundless northern grasslands, playing on beautiful waters,
people can deeply understand the great national dignity . and fully realize the histarical con-
notations of various treasures and antiques, .

After the Summer Mountain Resort came into being. along with the increase of the
Qing emperors’ various activities, plenty of treasures and antiques loved by emperors and
empresses poured into the imperial palace, the Mountain Resort, and every place where the
Qing emperors once stayed. According to the display file records during the time of emper-
or Jiaging’s reign, numerous treasures and antiques were stored in every main building of
the Mountain Resort. such as Fang Yuan Ju (Fragrant Garden Residence), Shui Fang Yan
Xiu (the Hall of Fragrant Waters and Graceful Hill), Yan Xun Shan Guan (Mountain Hall
of Lingering Fragrance), Wu Shu Qing Liang (Heat-dispelling Coolness), Qing Shu Shan
Guan (Mountain Hall Above of Tranquil Comfort), and especially in the three main halls
which lie in the axis of the palace area. From south to north, the three main halls are Dan
Bo Jing Cheng Hall (Hall of Frugality and Placidity), Si Zhi Shu Wu (Four Knowlege
Study ), Yan Bo Zhi Shuang Hall (Hall of Refreshing Mists and Waves). Dan Bo Jing Cheng
Hall was a place where the Qing emperors handled state affairs, and where emperor Qian-
long received princes and dukes of minority nationalities and religion leaders, such as San
Che Ling from Moxi Mongolia, Wobaxi from Tu’erhute Tribes and the Sixth Panchen from
Tibet. Si Zhi Shu Wu was named Yi Qing Kuang during the period of Kangxi’s reign where
at first, emperors read over the mernarials to throne, then the Qing emperors rested after

ceremonies and received trusted ministers. Yan Bo Zhi Shuang Hall was the living quarters



of the imperial family ., where emperor Xianfeng signed the unequal and humiliating Beijing
Treaty when he refuged in Rehe, and where Empress Dowager Cixi staged the Coup detat
and won the Qing Dynasty’s power. These are parts of the basic history of the three big
halls. At present, the workers of the Summer Mountain Resort Museum do lots of textual
researches on displays, restore and arrange them as they once were in the palaces, such as
Dan Bo Jing Cheng Hall, Si Zhi Shu Wu and Yan Bo Zhi Shuang Hall, so as to show Qing
emperors’ activities in the Mountain Resort on politics, religions, cultures and the
emperors” and empresses’ lives, and show the historical fact that the Mountain Resort was
once the second political centre and source of the state only less important than Beijing. In
order to attain this purpose, these restored displays include numerous imperial treasures
representing the emperors’ and empresses’ powers and ranks.

During the period of emperors Kangxi and Qianlong reigns . various imperial treasures
displayed here were a feast for the eyes, which were no less elegant and magnificent than
those stored in the Forbbiden City in Beijing. With highly representative, these imperial
treasures . except for those that were presented by the following princes. dukes and minis-
ters and foreign envoys. majority of them were manufactured by workshops within the
palace enclosure in Beijing on orders. OUnly emperors and royal members owned these trea-
sures, and other ministers couldn’t use them without emperars’ hestowing and permitting
even if they had high ranks. Therefore, these treasures were scarce among the people or in ~
other general prince residences and palaces,and that lots of them were in the Mountain Re-
sort can fully show what an important pesition the Mountain Resort in the Qing
emperors’s minds.

However, with the decline and decay of the feudal dynasty, these treasures suffered
dreadful bad fortune. When Ci Xi was in power.the political effects of the Mountain Resort
almost disappeared. Thus , lots of treasures and antiques were transported to the Forb-
biden City and other palaces in Beijing. The symbol of various nationalities” unity and the
characteristic era brand completely vanished. In the first years of the Republic, because of
tangled warfares among warlords. the Summer Mountain Resort met with crushing dam-
ages, and finally, almost all the surviving treasures and some ancient buildings were de-
stroved . which were written down in history; While Japanese invaded and occupied North-
east China and Rehe, the Mountain Resort encountered more serious damages than ever;
Afterwards . Japanese attacked North China, the KMT (the Kuomintang) transported lots
of cultural relics to Nanjing; Then Japanese invaded Shanghai. the cultural relics were
transported to Chongqing and Anshun. During the period of Liberation Warfares ,the KMT
fled to Taiwan and transported all Anshun's historical relics there by air, and the remains
that couldn’t be carried away in time were returned to Nanjing again.

After the founding of the New China, our party and government paid great attention
to the Mountain Resort, invested heavily in protecting and rebuilding. and moved lots of

cultural relics with the word “Ee” over to the Museum in Rehe Province, which had been



stored in the Mountain Resort and were carried 1o Nanjing when the KMT fled to the
south. Thousands of cultural relics were alloted here. After the organizational system of
Rehe Province was rescinded, the Summer Mountain Resort came into being. In order to
display better, lots of valuable cultural relics were temporally transfered here from the
Palace Museum of Beijing. These cultural relics preserved now in the museum are only a
part of displays of the prosperous time. However, because each of them has peculiar value,
they reflect historical conditions of that time within each limit, and they are important ma-
terial object testimonies for our studying the Mountain Resort. The book of The Summer
Mountain Resort Treasures are just compiled on this foundation and starting,

Various imperial treasures stored in the museum mainly are porcelains, cloisonné
wares, the emperors’ and empresses’ calligraphies and paintings, silk fabrics, hanging
screens and timepieces. and most of them represent artistic merits of that time. Among
them. porcelains are more representative. With a history of more than one thousand years
in China, porcelain-making had developed to its golden age by the time of Kangxi and
Qianlong reigns. Except that superb classic porcelains such as ginghua (blue and white),
youlihong (underglaze red), doucai (blue and white with a red. yellow, green and purple
overglaze Jand various monochrome glaze poreelains continued to be produced Jforeign tech-
niques were introduced here, and new varieties were invented , for example, fencai (famille
rose) porcelain created during the period of Kangxi’s reign was developed at an unprece-
dented rate in the years of Qianlong’s reign, and it advanced porcelain-making to a new
stage. Kangxi Huangyou Plate. Qianlong Fencai Eight Peaches Plate, Fencai Eight Auspi-
cious Symbols Plate, etc. s collected in the list of pictures are examples. Moreover, porce-
lains in the Qing palace handed down from the Ming palace continued to be loved by the
Qing emperors. With highly representative, they offer study references to collectors, ex-
perts and scholars.

Silk fabries ,the same as porcelains , were deeply loved by the emperors and empresses.
During the Qing Dynasty. the places of producing silk fabrics were primarily Jiangning
(Nanjing), Suzhou and Hangzhou, which had solid craft foundations and each had its own
characteristics and superiority. Suzhou was famous for producing the Song (Song
Dynasty )style silk,silk fabric, brocade . satin, embroidery . ete. ; Hangzhou mainly produced
twill-weave silk and down crepe, also wove dragon robes and various imperial silk, twill-
weave silk; With a long history . Jiangning mainly produced silk fabric and satin of multifar-
ious kinds, and Emperor Guangxu’s dragon robe was the most representative.

Hanging screens were used a great deal during the time of Qianlong’s reign for view-
ing and admiring. They were of ingenious composition, complicated materials. Many of
them have been reserved. Their materials are primarily padauk, Nanmu wood , ivary , mar-
ble, jadeite ,ete. ,and many of the hanging screens collected in the list of pictures are highly
characteristic.

Cloisonné wares were also highly representative within the Qing palace, which com-



bined with visual and practical values. According to their reserving conditions, they are
mainly consecrated to Buddhism . such as, the Five Enameled Sacrificial Utensils. the Seven
Treasures and the Eight Auspicious Symbols. In addition. there are other varieties.

At present. the treasures reserved in the Summer Mountain Resort Museum, besides
the above-mentioned varieties. have other varieties . such as the emperors® and empresses’
calligraphies and paintings .lacquer wares and timepieces . which are of highly historical and
artistic values. It is unnecessary to go into details here.

Along with the spread of its noted fame , particularly after being arranged in the world
cultural heritages, the Mountain Resort is highly valued by more and more people . govern-
ments energetically strengthen finance surports.and spread widely it to people at home and
ahroad through various news media. Today.the teams researching the Mountain Resort are
getting more and more. the experts and scholars are throughout the world . and the re-
searching contents have been extended to every aspect of the Mountain Resort. Just under
the influence of the present conditions . learning from others® strong points and developing
a new method of their own, the workers of the Summer Mountain Resort Museum take
various treasures and antiques left over by the Qing emperors and empresses as research
objects, and compile the large list of pictures which gathers the researches and collections
together. Their purpose is taking advantage of their own superiority to research the Moun-

tain Resort in order to cause all the people’s great attention.
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