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Introduction

1. Objectives

In compliance with the rapid development of Chinese language education around
the world, International Curriculum for Chinese Language Education (hereafter called
ICCLE) has been developed under the auspices of the Office of Chinese Language Council
International (Hanban) to meet the needs of many countries for standardizing Chinese
language education.

As an organiser and a descriptor of objectives and content of Chinese language curriculum,
ICCLE strives to provide a reference curriculum for Chinese language educational agencies and
instructors in their planning, to establish a framework for assessing language competence of
Chinese language learners, and to offer a basis for Chinese language resource development in
further promotion of Chinese language education.

2. Principles for ICCLE

2.1 Scientificality

ICCLE uses as its theoretical guideline the language competence in communication,
absorbing rich experiences of Chinese language education both at home and abroad. It
has benefited widely from experiences and achievements in foreign and second language
education globally, and has been developed on large-scale and thorough scientific research in
both past experiences and current practices, thus assuring its scientificality, timeliness, and
logicality based on extensive theories and positive practices.

2.2 Practicality

ICCLE serves as a practical guidance in international Chinese language education,
elaborating in detail on different levels of linguistic skills, knowledge, strategies, and cultural
awareness required by curriculum and the learner. At the same time, ICCLE incorporates as
valuable references a variety of appendices, including (1) Recommended Themes and Topics
for Chinese Language Teaching, (2) CLT Subjects, Objectives and Sample Arrangements,
(3) Subjects and Learning Objectives on Chinese Culture, (4) Sample Activities for Chinese
Language Teaching, (5) Grammatical Items, (6) Phonetic System of Chinese Language,
(7) List of 800 Common Characters, and (8) List of 1,500 Frequent Words'. ICCLE and its
appendices have supplied users with a plethora of resources to be adapted, to be selected, or
to be modified in order to suit the diversified teaching and learning situations. It can also be

1 The last three appendices can be seen in the Chinese edition on P. 97-123.



