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PREFAECE

The Temple of Heaven is the largest existing architectural complex in the world.
It was included in the world heritage list by the United Nations Educational, Scientific
and Cultural Organization in December 1998,

Located to the southeast of the Forbidden City, the Temple of Heaven was
where the emperors of the Ming (1368-1644) and Qing (1644-1911) dynasties
worshipped the heaven. It covers 273 hectares and the layout is circular in the
north and square in the south fo symbolize the circular heaven and the square
earth. The compound has two surrounding walls, with the main worshipping buildings
located inside the inner wall. The main worshipping buildings - the Circular Mound
Altar in the south and the Altar of Prayer for Grain in the north - are linked with a
360-meter-long passage, called Danbigiao or Red Stairway Bridge. To the west of
the Altar of Prayer for Grain lies the Hall of Abstinence. There are also the Divine
Music Hall and the Sacrifice House in the southwest of the architectural compound.

The Chinese have a long history of worshipping the heaven. Affer the rulers of
the Western Zhou Dynasty (c. 11th century-771 BC) claimed that they were
empowered by the heaven, the worshipping of the heaven had been carried on
by almost all state rulers as a way fo uphold their right of administration.

Affer Zhu Yuanzhang, the first emperor of the Ming Dynasty, founded his regime
in Nanjing, he ordered a circular mound altar built on the southern slope of the
Zhongshan Mountain to worship the heaven and a square alfar builf on the northern
slope to worship the earth. Later, the worshipping ceremonies of the heaven and
the earth were merged into one and held in one temple.

After Zhu Di, the second emperor of the Ming Dynasty, moved the capital from
Nanijing to Beijing, he had the Altar of Heaven and Earth built in the new capital
based on the standards of the Nanjing one, but larger in size. The construction was
completed in February 1421, on today's Altar of Prayer for Grain. The Hall of
Worshipping was the main place to stage the ceremony.

About 110 years later, Emperor Jigjing issued an order to separate the
worshipping ceremony of the heaven from that of the earth. Four altars were then
built in the four directions (east, south, west and north) of the city of Beijing to worship
the sun, the heaven, the moon and the earth. The Temple of Heaven, also known
as the Circular Mound Altar, was built for worshipping the heaven.

The Hall of Worshipping was abandoned after the worshipping separation and
was demolished in 1538. On the location erected the Hall of Fruition, where
ceremonies were held in autumn to present the reaped crops and fruits to the
heaven. The hall, sitting on a three-layer round base, was a round building with
Trlple-ecvéd roof: the upper eave was blue, the middle eave was yellow and the
lower green. This symbolized the combination of the heaven, the earth and the
people.

The rulers of the Qing Dynasty, which replaced the Ming Dynasty, kept the
worshipping system, but changed the function of the Hall of Worshipping from
presenting fruits to the heaven to prayer for good harvests. The hall was renamed

the Hall of Prayer for Good Harvests in 1751, and the entrance was also renamed
the Gate of Prayer for Good Harvests, The following year, the roofs of major buildings
were replaced with blue glazed tiles to follow the color of the sky. In 1749, Emperor
Qianlong had the Circular Mound Altar expanded. The railing boards and
balustrades were replaced with white marble, and the ground was paved with
blue stones. In the middle of the upper terrace lied a round stone surrounded by
nine concentric rings of stones. The number of stones in the first ring was nine, in the
second 18, and so on, up to 81 in the ninth ring. The middle and bottom terraces
also had nine rings each. Even the numbers of the carved railing boards, the
balustrades and the steps were also the multiples of nine, to coincide with the
astronomical phenomena. With all these adjustments, the altar system was finally
completed and the worshipping of the heaven was formed during the reign of
Emperor Qianlong.

A total of 22 Ming and Qing emperors had held 654 ceremonies to worship the
heaven in Beijing. The worshipping was abandoned in 1911 when the last emperor
of the Qing court abdicated and the Temple of Heaven wound up ifs role as an
imperial altar. However, the last ceremony was staged right on this place on the
Winter Solstice (the 22nd solar term) of 1914 by Yuan Shikai who attempted to restore
the dethroned monarch. Yuan had worked out new ceremony rites and tailored
special dresses for the ceremony. Shortly affer, Yuan died and his monarch regime
was overthrown. That marked the last ceremony held to worship the heaven at the
Temple of Heaven. =

As the place for worshipping ceremony, the Temple of Heaven represents deep |
cultural connotation of the Chinese nation. It is a comprehensive expression of the
Chinese history, politics, philosophy, astronautics, architecture, calendric system,
music, painting, gardening art and ethics, and synthesizes the traditional culture of
the Chinese nation.

On December 2, 1998, the Temple of Heaven was placed onto the world
heritage list at the 22nd conference of the World Heritage Committee. The
committee came fo the conclusion that the design and layout of the Temple of
Heaven were good symbols of the legitimization of the feudal courts in a country
that had been under the feudal rule for more than 2,000 years. The unique symbolic
design and layout have exerfed great influences to the architecture designing in
the far-east region over the past centuries. The outstanding design of the Temple
of Heaven is an evident but simple demonstration of an important world outlook
that had produced a significant impact on the Chinese civilization, one of the
great civilizations in the world.

Every year, the Temple of Heaven receives thousands of millions of visitors from
near and afar, who are amazed at the complicated cultural presentation, the
grand ancient architecture and the secluded surroundings in the largest
architectural compound in the world.

Liu Ying
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B<giibix (Kihix) B, RMIZETEKRI18FE (/AT 1421 F) Drawing of the Altar of Heaven and Earth of the Ming Dynasty. The altar
2430 K Hh 1 2535 was built in 1421 to stage the worshipping ceremonies of both the heaven

and the earth
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F ABSTINEN

The Hall of Abstinence was first built in 1421. It was where the emperor had fast before the worshipping ceremony.
Located to the southwest of the Altar of Prayer for Grain, the Hall of Abstinence faces east. Enclosed inside two
surrounding walls and two defense ditches are the Beamless Hall, the Rest Hall, the Bell Tower and the Watch
House. All buildings here have green glazed tiles. The precise layout and quiet environment make the hall a
representative work among all fast buildings on the mainiand.

The buildings at the Hall of Abstinence are different from those in the Forbidden City in terms of roof color and
the direction they face. As the place where the emperor had the fast, it didn't follow the usual norm of imperial
buildings fo face south, but instead facing east. There was a special reason for this. Since the ancient ruler claimed
him to be the son 'of the god, and the Temple of Heaven was where the god lived, he wouldn't call himself
“emperor” or “the supreme ruler on earth” at the temple so as to show respect to his father, nor would he dare to
build houses for himself that faced south. The houses would all face east and have the same green roof as those
for prince.

According to the worshipping rites, the emperor should have three days of fast before going to the temple to
offer sacrifices to his father -- two days in the Forbidden City and one day in the Temple of Heaven. Therefore,
there was also a Hall of Abstinence inside the Forbidden City, but it was constructed with imperial standards.



