\ﬁf\/ : \

- o KJ./\ /\ SRS e u\;
Bt RO T e

Yunnan, China's Most Charming Destination
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1.A large-sized
prayer wheel.
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2. Auspicious clouds over a Buddhist pagoda.
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3. The light of the early morning of the Shangri-la.
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4 Jinshan Mountains.
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In the southwestern part of the vast territory of China

extends a Red plateau known as Yunnan, where ranges

of mountains-the southeastward range of mountains on
the Qinghai and Tibet Plateau meeting with the north-
ern part of the south section of the Heduan mountains-
create a roof in the northwestern part of the land.
However, where the roof stands today was once
covered by a vase expanse of seawater that disappeared
about 30 million years ago due to the orogenic move-
ment millions of years ago caused by collisions and ex-
trusions of the India-Pakistan Plate and the Eurasia Plate.
With the withdrawal of the seawater, a mysterious pla-
teau that is crisscrossed by mountains, valleys and
streams, and covers an area of 23,870 square kilometers
came into being.
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. A vast expense of grassland in Shangri-la.
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. A beautiful picture forming with steam and shades of light.
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It is Shangri-la, an old yet young land with the hall-
mark of the Qinghai-Tibet Plateau, and generously en-
dowed with a three-dimensional climate, a forest of
snow-capped mountains, stretches of grazing land, lush
forests and many species of plants and animals.

It is where people from different ethnic groups have
lived together peacefully for generations. The peaceful
mix and blend has helped create a rich history and
culture.

In 1933, the British writer James Hilton described
in his novel of Lost Horizon, Shangri-la, a Utopia-like
place hidden in a valley of snow-capped mountains in

the east. Tn his noved, people living in the quite, beauti-
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ful and prosperous place were kind, good-tempered and
friendly. The healthy, peaceful, carefree life James
descinbed was pursued then by many disappointed and
in bewilderment.

In 1944, a movie based on the novel was shot in
Hollywood and the theme song of the Beautiful Shangri-
la became popular far and wide. Therefore, the word
“Shangri-la” started to have the meaning of “a remote,
beautiful and imaginary place where everything is
pleasant.”

Sixty years later in September 1997, it was deter-
mined that Zhongdian County on the Diqing Plateau,

the roof of Yunnan, was the Shangri-la James Hilton had

\

mentioned in his novel. Therefore, the county had its
name changed into “Shangri-la.”

No one is certain whether the plateau is exactly the
place written by the British writer, who cherished a
yearning for a purified land on this planet. However,
you can identify the things described in the novel in
Diging: The snow mountains, the glacier, the Blue Moon
T &MAANBERER, ERERGEREMHER
7 .Hues in the golden autumn.
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8. The harmony between man and nature.
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9. Thangka painting.
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10 . A statue of the Buddha.
10 1L

11 G AN 7 <5 i A9 3R i
11 .The Buddhist halo makes the monastery look more mysterious.
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Valley, the lamasery, the stretch of endless plain, the
vast expense of lush grass, flocks of cattle and sheep
and the local people living in harmony. Not only the
setting is surprisingly similar, but also the sentiment.
More important, Diging Plateau is similarly pronounced
as “Shangni-la” in Tibetan dialect in Zhongdian, also
meaning “the sun and moon in the heart.”

Therefore, it has become a beautiful and purified
dreamland people are looking forward to and a sacred

place where people can communicate with nature.
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. Anyone who comes here will feel peace of mind before
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. In the springtime, fields of full-blown flowers are seen

everywhere.
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the beautiful scenery.

IDEBSHBZELVNE



¥ b =

s

Divine Mountains and Sacred Land
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The collision of plates gave birth to forests of snow-
capped mountains, of which 211 are as tall as up to 4,000
meters above sea level. All the secrets of collision have
been buried in the ice and snow of the Mingyong Glacier.

Arm in arm and shoulder by shoulder, snow moun-
tains standing by the side of Méili, Haba and Baimang
mountains and gathering around the sacred Kawagebo
Peak that is 6,400 meters above sea level, are guarding
a tranquil land that is carpeted with green grass and dot-
ted with yellow flowers, flocks of cattle and sheep and

quite monasteries.
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15. Meili Snow Mountain

Meili,one of the most spectacular snow mountains in
Yunnan, joins the Adonggeni Mountain in Tibet in the north
and Biluo Snow Mountain in the south. Mt. Taizi has 13
peaks towering 6,000 meters above sea level. The peaks
connect with each other, but look very different.
Kawagebo, rising 6,740 meters above sea level, is the
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14 Buddhist pagodas.
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tallest peak in Yunnan. Kawagebo Peak, a mecca of Ti-
betan Buddhism, is said to be the patron god of Gaju
sector of Tibetan Buddhism, ranking top among the eight
sacred mountains in the Tibetan area. Kawagebo,
meaning, white snow mountains, is also known as the
“God of Snow Mountain.” Among glaciers that stretch un-
der the peak, Mingyonggia and Sigia that descend from
an altitude of 5,500 meters above sea level to the forest
area at 2,700 meters above sea level, only 800 meters
off the surface of the Lancang River, are rare modern
glaciers located at a low latitude in monsoon and ocean
climate zones.
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16 . White clouds float among snow-capped mountains,
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