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The First Paper in Lieu of A Preface

Origin, Development and Prospect of the
Chinese Scholars’ Studies on C. G.

Mannerheim’ s Investigation in Xinjiang®

Ma Dazheng Li Sheng

Research Center for the History and Geography Studies
of China’s Borderlands, The Chinese Academy of Social Sciences

Since the second half of 1980s, Research Center for the History
and Geography Studies of China’ s Borderlands has been vigorously
advocating research on the ancient history of China’s border areas
as well as on the history of the evolution of China’ s borders in mod-
ern times, and the history of the exploration of China’s borderland
is an important part of the history of China’ s borderland studies. To
push forward the study on the history of the exploration of China’s
borderland, especially the study on the history of the exploration of
Xinjiang, in the 1990s I participated in the organization of the aca-

demic works relating to the Great Series of the Exploration and In-

@ This article is based on three speeches by Ma Dazheng at the closing session at
Helsinki on August 24, 2006 and at the closing session of Urumgqi on September
2, 2006, and by Li Sheng at the opening session at Urumgi on September 1,
2006, of the International Forum on the “Study on Mannerheim’ s Investigation

of Xinjiang” .



vestigation of the West Regions published by Xinjiang People’ s
Publishing House. In 1990 I read an article entitled “On-the-Spot
Investigation by the Finnish President Mannerheim of the Ethnic
Minorities in the western China on the End of Guangxu Period”
written by Liu Ailan and Fang Jianchang and carried in the Studies
on Nationalities in Northwest China (No. 1, 1999) , which enabled
me, so to speak, to know Mannerheim for the first time. Afterwards
we began to pay attention to the collection of literature on Manner-
heim’ s investigation of Xinjiang. Unfortunately, we gained noting
in the following few years. Mannerheim’ s investigation in Xinjiang
was indeed a forgotten corner in modern studies on the investigation
in Xinjiang.

In the spring of 2000 I was lucky to make acquaintance with
Mr. Wang Jiaji, who had long been engaged in diplomatic affairs,
studied in Finland and had long been a senior diplomat in the PRC
embassy to Finland. His love for Finland and his devotion to the
study of Mannerheim’ s investigaion in Xinjiang left me a deep im-
pression. We had a pleasant and friendly discussion on the process-
ing and study of data relating to the investigation in Xinjiang, car-
ried out by Mannerheim in the beginning of 20th century. Thanks to
the energetic support of Research Center for History and Geography
Studies of China’ s Borderlands, the Chinese Academy of Social
Sciences, the Study on Mannerheim’ s Investigation in Xinjiang was
formally established as a key annual research project of Research
Center for History and Geography Studies China’ s Borderlands in
2000. This was allegedly the beginning of the Chinese scholars’

.9.



