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Unit 1 The Little Match—seller
kSR
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It was terribly cold and nearly dark on the last evening of the
old year, and the snow was falling fast. In the cold and the darkness, a
poor little girl, with bare head and naked® feet, roamed® through the
streets. It is true she had on a pair of slippers when she left home, but
they were not of much use. They were very large, so large, indeed,
that they had belonged to her mother, and the poor little creature had
lost them in running across the street to avoid two carriages® that
were rolling along at a terrible rate. One of the slippers she could not
find, and a boy seized upon the other and ran away with it, saying that
he could use it as a cradle®, when he had children of his own. So the
little girl went on with her little naked feet, which were quite red and

blue with the cold. In an old apron® she carried a number of matches,
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and had a bundle of them in her hands. No one had bought anything
of her the whole day, nor had any one given her even a penny.
Shivering® with cold and hunger, she crept alone. The snowflakes fell
on her long, fair hair, which hung in curls on her shoulders, but she
regarded them not.

Lights were shining from every window, and there was a savory®
smell of roast goose, for it was New Year’s eve, yes, she remembered
that. In a corner, between two houses, one of which projected
beyond the other, she sank down and huddled® herself together. She
had drawn her little feet under her, but she could not keep off the
cold; and she dared not go home, for she had sold no matches, and
could not take home even a penny of money. Her father would
certainly beat her; besides, it was almost as cold at home as here, for
they had only the roof to cover them, through which the wind
howled®, although the largest holes had been stopped up with straw
and rags. Her little hands were almost frozen with the cold. Ah!
Perhaps a burning match might be some good, if she could draw it
from the bundle and strike it against the wall, just to warm her
fingers. She drew one out—"“scratch”! How it sputtered® as it burnt!
It gave a warm, bright light, like a little candle, as she held her hand
over it. It was really a wonderful light. It seemed to the little girl that
she was sitting by a large iron stove, with polished brass feet and a
brass ornament®. How the fire burned! And it seemed so beautifully
warm that the child stretched ® out her feet as if to warm them.
When the flame of the match went out, the stove vanished®, and she
had only the remains of the half-burnt match in her hand.

She rubbed another match on the wall. It burst into a flame, and
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where its light fell upon the wall it became as transparent as a veil,
and she could see into the room. The table was covered with a snowy
white table—cloth, on which stood a splendid dinner service, and a
steaming roast goose, stuffed® with apples and dried plums. And
what was still more wonderful, the goose jumped down from the dish
and waddled® across the floor, with a knife and fork in its breast, to
the little girl. Then the match went out, and there remained nothing
but the thick, damp, cold wall before her.

She lighted another match, and then she found herself sitting
under a beautiful Christmas—tree. It was larger and more beautifully
decorated than the one which she had seen through the glass door at
the rich merchant’s. Thousands of tapers ® were burning upon the
green branches, and colored pictures, like those she had seen in the
show—windows, looked down upon it all. The little one stretched out
her hand towards them, and the match went out.

The Christmas lights rose higher and higher, till they looked to
her like the stars in the sky. Then she saw a star fall, leaving behind
it a bright streak of fire. “Some one is dying,” thought the little girl,
for her old grandmother, the only one who had ever loved her, and
who was now dead, had told her that when a star falls, a soul was
going up to God.

She again rubbed a match on the wall, and the light shone
round her; in the brightness stood her old grandmother, clear and
shining, yet mild and loving in her appearance. “Grandmother,”
cried the little one, “O take me with you; I know you will go away
when the match burns out; you will vanish like the warm stove, the

roast goose, and the large, glorious Christmas—tree.” And she made
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haste to light the whole bundle of matches, for she wished to keep her
grandmother there. And the matches glowed with a light that was
brighter than the noon—day, and her grandmother had never appeared
so large or so beautiful. She took the little girl in her arms, and they
both flew upwards in brightness and joy far above the earth, where
there was neither cold nor hunger nor pain, for they were with God.

In the dawn of morning there lay the poor little one, with pale
cheeks and smiling mouth, leaning against the wall; she had been
frozen to death on the last evening of the year; and the New—year’s
sun rose and shone upon a little corpse! The child still sat, in the
stiffness B of death, holding the matches in her hand, one bundle of
which was burnt. “She tried to warm herself,” said some. No one
imagined what beautiful things she had seen, nor into what glory she

had entered with her grandmother, on New—year’s day.

Notes
(@D naked adj. #REEH
@ roam v. &, KA
3 carriage n. %, %%
@ cradle n. F1E, RiGH
® apron n. 48
(® shivering adj. j=E2N:N]
(@ savory adj. EORAG, TFHEM
project v. 5= H}
© huddle v. FHHF, 845, B —H
M howl v. BN XS
@ sputter v. & HFEMFE
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@ ornament n. 247 fh

@ stretch v. {1, EE{H

@ vanish v. JHR, BARARL
D swaff v. 3, %,

(6 waddle v. BEHWI4T

@ taper éﬂi‘&&‘lﬂ%m

8 stiffness n. BAE B,

Explanations and Translations

1. but they were not of much use. AT A, be of A (5F
A, TIEE, FAL)

2. but she regarded them not. {HHI A R o

3. and where its light fell upon the wall it became as transparent
as a veil, and she could see into the room. Y638 R ABE AR 1S
BEL—FEEY, R EEER W B AIATE . Where 5| FHIHI A
RIBMNH] . JETH as...as f& HLBARIE A,

4. It was larger and more beautifully decorated than the one
which she had seen through the glass door at the rich merchant’s. 5
(FHER) HIE BT AL RHE N ZENEERER
%o than the one which she had seen through the glass door at the
rich merchant’ s J&—~ELBARIE M A], TTEH which X 58—
EFEMNTBE the one.

Reading Skills

AR LENE—B, FERBBE R4 RAT ], 3 RS xE
ANYISMERITEE , G E R B B R B AT 2
R /N L AR A SRR KR AR LTS, B—4R, “Tt
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seemed to the little girl that she was sitting by a large iron stove, with
polished brass feet and a brass ornament. ” % 4R, “The table was
covered with a snowy white table—cloth, on which stood a splendid
dinner service, and a steaming roast goose, stuffed with apples and
dried plums.” % =R, “She found herself sitting under a beautiful
Christmas—tree.” %% P4 #3 ,She saw her grandmother, and the
grandmother took her upward to the heaven. BEEHEEREN, R

“she had been frozen to death. No one imagine...”

Multiple choices
1. What was the weather like at the beginning of the story?
A. sunny
B. warm
C. foggy
D. freezing
2. Why did the boy keep the little girl’s slipper?
A. Becanse the slipper was suitable to him rather than to the
little girl.
B. Because he didn’t own shoes himself.
C. Because he couldn’t find the loser.
D. Because he wanted to get it for his own baby.
3. From the context(_F- T 3C), we can guess that the word
“savory” probably means
A. smelly
B. delicious
C. bad
D. nasty
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4. Why didn’t the little girl go back home?
A. Because she lost her way.
B. Because she was too cold to walk any farther.
C. Because she was afraid of the darkness.
D. Because she hadn’t sold any matches, and also, it was
really cold at home.
5. Here are the things the little girl saw after she had struck the
matches. According to the story, which is the right order?
A. Roast goose, stove, Christmas tree and grandmother.
B. Christmas tree, roast goose, stove and grandmother.
C. Stove, roast goose, Christmas tree, and grandmother.
D. Grandmother, roast goose, stove and Christmas tree.
6. From the story, we know that “ Grandmother. 7
A. didn’t love the little girl, either.
B. was still alive.
C. loved her granddaughter a lot.
D. didn’t take the little girl with her.
7. When the little girl died, she herself felt very ____.

A.sad B.regretted C.happy D.scared
8. Which of the following sentences is not correct?
A. Altogether, the little girl rubbed her matches five times.
B. The little girl loved her grandmother very much.
C. The little girl made herself in the corner, for she wanted
to get warmed.
D. Nobody knew why the little girl had died.
9. At last, the little girl died ____.
A.happily B.sadly C.angrily D. hungrily
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10. What will the reader feel after reading the story?
A. sympathetic B.happy C.sad D.both AandC

Writing Guides

AEHERNAIINBHEE, BHIANY R OERHH
B  ANERIREE R A W B AR T MG T G RIS, o e
A EAR LI B0 B . AR BRIt
EXt/IN BRI PUAR K SR LI AR NS, S —IRE
KT T ARBERS, S AR R, BISS IR BB R,
FI /ML B R REME S, BT B RAESREFR
AR MEE X E R E E RN B R ARG
RF T

Writing Practice

B8 Eh “REIFHA K" (My Best Friend) #3823, 7
¥R 100 FXEA

EORER:

1. N1 BRTERN A

2. B — A e B R A B

008



