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Preface 1

Lying in the middle of the Lisoning peninsula, Anshan is China's long-established base of heavy industry well-known at home and sbrosd
for its steel production, hence the name “Steel giant” . Of all the scenic spots in Anshan, Qiansh: No inin edst Diaoning, s must
famous, with #ncient temples wellspaced, eminent svtists’ inscriptions cut on the precipices; hot springs murmunng softly and pear trees
scattering all over the hilll sides. During lote spring and early summer, fragrant pear blossoms arein full bloom. In autums the frees are heavi:
Iy laden with pears. The whole area is thronged with touristz. What a refreshing and pleasant scene! Thanks to the poems. paintings and calli-
graphy by notable poets and artists, the landscape has been miade so enchantingly lovely, This i= another underlying reason for arousing tho
admiration of people from all parts of the country and the world

Since the implementation of the policy of veform and opening to dutside world, with/the growing prosperity of China’s economy, Anshan
city hus been taking firm grip of both spivitual and material eivilizations in i! with the and eall ofithe Chiness Commu-
nist Party Central Commitiee, As a result an 11 and satisl: v situation has been brought about in eulture and art, Many old revived
cadres, who have experienced the periods of Chinese revolutionary war, have stood up ta the tests of blood snd fine and have been struggling
consistently for the cause of people’s liberation; are carrying on their revolution by transferving to the cultural front in spite of their retive-
ment. HAving laid down their arms and taken up brushes. they are marching forward on the néw front of painting and ealligraphy in 3
systematic wny. In the recent years, a great number of up-and-coming attists have emerged from the ranks of fhe rotived cadres, whose works
have apy d or d the level of pro ional artists: [etill have a fresh memory of an occasion in the 1990's when 1 was honored to at-
send an art conference, When I was shown dozens of Anshan works of printing and calligraphy that were on exhibition. | was deeply impre:
and sutprisingly delighted, At presant, the down-to-earth working styvle of the wise leadership.a favorble external condition: has helped in-
ternal conditions to take a turn for the better, A little bud has k hundred of bl renl wonder has made its appearance in
Anshan. T am quite excited that bathed in the warm sunshine, the active painters and calligraphers in Anshan, professional or amateur. elderly
or young and middle-aged, have béen growing sturdily, thus making Anshan a more beautiful snd colorful eity.

Based' on years of formentation, a fair number of fine painters and calligraphers have emerged in Anshan, which paves the way for the
publication of this colléction. The finally selscted works comprise over 200 pieces of calligraphie works, sedlpture, Uhiness pamungs and oil
paintings, with paintings and calligraphic works each making up half of the collection. These paintings and calligraphic works have been varee:
fually picked out from the works of the members of calligraphers™ and artists’ assoviations at eity, provineial or pational levels, oy from the
works of the members of Anshin old ealligraphers” and artists’ association. Qovering all aspects of our life, these works demonstyate differspt
schools' charactexisfios. open to your ariticism and comparison in the hope of developing differant styles of st Tabe stive, the fiest eriterion
in selecting the works is the level of art with duoe consideration given to the tradition and national chirae Tii other wirds, the fuan
quulification of a work to be mcluded is that it ik loved by the maskes and it is full of period feel. Priority is 4186 given to thoge works whicl
bear strong local characters. In preparing the collection the editor exercises s welltonsidered puiding principle, lis pii enl effect will
certainly serve to have direct stimulus to thedevelopment of local painting and calligraphy.

‘What is more valunble is that the leading cadres concerned of Anshan ity have been making constant effort and remarkable achievameants
in this fAeld to meet the requirement of the situation. In short; the publication of tiis collection s a fraitful resttlt oF our work, & matter of re
joice. It symbolizes the jpint effrt of eur leaders and artisis. Meanwhile it also sets a good example for the development of paintings und calli
graphy in other partsof China, The words T have sald aliove expresshow [ el at the momene. T sinceraly approviafe suggestions and criticisms
from home and abroad.

liy Yang Renkai
Miny, 1997







Preface 2

The city of Anshan has long been known ta the world for its steel industry, but hindered by the guiding principle of “Taking steel as the
key link” . Anshan has relatively lagged hichind in the field of culture and art. With the deepening of reform and apening to the outside worldl
‘our work in this field has also made rapid progress.

In this historic year of 1987, when Hongkong is handed over to China, artists in Anshan painting and calligraphy circle have pradiced
their best works in a joyous mood and with an ardent political enthusiasm to celehrate the return of Hongkang and to meet the opening of the
15th National Cungress of the Chinese Communist Party. A Collection of Anshan Painting and Calligraphy Based on theiv best works has been

and published to be 1 Lo the Purty’s g as well as to people thronghout the country,

A Collection of Anshan Painting and Calligraphy is the first collection of its kind formally published since the founding of Anshan city 1t
is the joint creation of artists, calligraphers and art-lovers, The collection contains over two hundred art works by more than two hundred ar
tists and calligraphers. Some of them are veteruns, who have worked on the are front for dozens af yoars. Others are new comers, who fgse
Just shown up prominently, Of these works, some ave fresh in artistic 1o and skiliful in it n. others are exquisite and ne:
still others are clear and pleasing. Being selected out of the hast, thess works express the new life stvle and spiritual outlook of Anghan people
and the breath-taking scenery of Anshan landscape.

Comprade Deng Xjno-ping points out, ~Our art'must be consistently orientafed towards the masges, Avtists should constantly sgrive o pes
fection in art, guard against rough slipshot work. take social effect into full account and try evers means to produce best spivitual food far the
people- This instruetion cleavly illustrates that our culture and art ave for the brond masses. The firat test of an vt worl
peaple love it. So we should stick to the unity of ideclogical content, artistic quality and appreciaion value, Thiaugh these works we have
‘gome to see that the comrades working in the painting and calligraphy field have in their minds the need of our time and the expeotation ol
the party and people. Their works symholize their spirit responsible to the people and the catiso of the socialist culture and art.

1 believe that the publication of “A/Collection of Anshan Painting und Calligraphy”  will vield the following results: First, it will surely
‘encourage people to pursue art perseveringly, to scale the heights of art persistently and to further promote the development of muss move:
Nt ¢ cnlla,\ra and art in Anshan. Secondly, it will Help to produce more fine works of art which sing the praises of our time, which appeal to
e people and which enlighten, envourage and entertain the people. Thirdly. 1 hope that artiste and experts from home and abroad will appro
‘and comment on the'works so as to help the culture and sy work to ascend a new step and 1o berter sepve the people and the sacinlist

6l

wihather or not

et me avail myself of this ppportunity to pay my high réspect to the atists who Have contributed to this collection nnd s thunk them fo
they Have played in the construction of spiritual eivilization of Anshan cits

by Dome Wei
Juine; 1997
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