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Yasuyuki Aoshima

Director and Representative, UNESCO Office Beijing

Respected Mr. GUO Huadong, Vice Secretary-General of the Chinese Academy of Sci-
ences

Respected Mr. TONG Mingkang, Vice Director-General of the State Administration of
Cultural Heritage

Respected Mr. IDE Keiji, Minister of the Embassy of Japan in China

Every expert respected

Ladies and gentlemen

Good Morning!

It is my pleasure to be here today at the Opening Ceremony of the First Workshop
for Paper Conservation in East Asia organized by the Chinese Academy of Sciences, the
China National Institute for Cultural Properties, and the Association for Conservation of
National Treasures in Japan. UNESCO is pleased to support this workshop which pro-
vides a valuable opportunity to discuss the various approaches and traditional as well as
modern techniques in paper conservation. I personally consider this workshop as an im-
portant first step in establishing paper conservation dialogue and networking in East Asia.

It is a well-known fact that the invention of paper immensely contributed to acceler-
ate the development of civilization throughout the world. Originating from China and
spreading outwards to surrounding countries such as Japan and the Republic of Korea,
the function and form of paper gradually evolved to occupy a distinctive cultural niche in
many East Asian countries. The cultural heritage of a nation is the memory of its existing
culture. Cultural heritage is the essence of civilization and the most precious and wide-
spread treasure of human kind. It is the cultural lifeline that ensures that our human so-
ciety will continue into the future. And as paper is one of the most important vehicles for

the recording and transmission of human memories, it is also essential to the transmission
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of cultural heritage.

UNESCO places a strong emphasis on the promotion and preservation of Cultural,
Natural , Tangible and Intangible Heritage through its various activities and actions. Sev-
eral of UNESCO’s greatest achievements include the Convention Concerning the Protec-
tion of the World Cultural and Natural Heritage adopted in 1972 and the Convention for
the Safeguarding of Intangible Cultural Heritage which was adopted in 2003. These con-
ventions provide frameworks in which Member States, communities, researchers, crea-
tors and custodians of culture can engage in dialogue and cooperative activities focused
on heritage promotion and preservation. The importance of the preservation of paper is
addressed in both of these conventions-from the tangible nature of paper, museums, and
libraries throughout the world to the intangible aspect of paper’s place and function in so-
ciety.

Protecting the memories captured on paper as well as preserving the instrument
which carries the memories, the paper itself, lies at the heart of the UNESCO pro-
gramme , “The Memory of the World”. This programme is aimed at promoting the preser-
vation of the documentary heritage of mankind, and includes the objectives of the resto-
ration and preservation of paper-one of the most important historical tools in the history of
documenting. Of equal importance are the institutions and bodies that carry out the pa-
per conservation. International organizations such as ICCROM provide far reaching sup-
port through training courses and capacity building. In addition, of increasing impor-
tance are the efforts of regional and national groups as well as experts who are involved in
research, hands-on conservation work and other activities concerning paper conserva-
tion.

UNESCO hopes that this workshop, through discussion and exchange on techniques
of paper conservation will be an important first step in establishing dialogue and networ-
king in East Asia. In our common goal of protecting and preserving heritage, please join
me in wishing this workshop every success!

Thank you!
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ko B AR M Tk Kk U 20 42 30 SEAUTT A, 2 BRAL I 4K B0 o o A O ¥, 4 R
] i 4 JEURH AL 2 AT LT R GBI A AT B ST, T LA F TR 2 AT A BE A
Z—o ANLHEMR, B A E FIR R RR X B 4K 3 2 OB A fb 22 oy (47 4E
BASEMT 2|, I 59 B WK F TRER AT R A =R B
THOBE, R T e T ACROR A B R B K o

FLHCHHE B R EERTHAERKNEANE AR IEENE L,
1964 4, PR 75 B 45 16 B 4K B B Ak R TR A R BE B B 9T ) — SO T TR
RGP (KPR, 1989) o MSCE LAVE 4808 4 , (BT 9 K 9 18 48508, I 3 (LR
THRESEE, EAHE =N M R %, LB T A RE LTS R LR g
PERET A9 22 57, R AR TR MR RE S i 4R IR R ER MR X 7 i, ER M E X LE
ST RAAK RN R, N TREF TER T ZHRENEEA R
PER X o 1983 45 XU{T R AF @ SRR 4K B Y B BT BB SR R4 A T
85, 0 B AR I BBk KR R BRE T 8R, OF BLAE Bh 2080 63 X S AT 5 40 AT
4 i B SE B AN S A T R X AL AR A #EAT T 0 AR B TR B AR R B T
FTHMITX — B EEFXTE UM AR L P, 8 o 5 80 L5,
B E 4K A7 A fE 1050 4E LA B R THLHIAR, W E R FHEFRHWEEMT
TER (XK, BV B, 1986) o n B & 4k SE 56 S i A PERF 5T b 8 RO O 5, Xt F %
i 41 PR A T 0 B A K T AR BE I AR R A RO R (R R B, R 7E R R 4K
SR AVE R A B LA B —E B L. FLHRLER M H A, Z B EIE ARFH
BEZMHEARRN . 2002 4, BRISE X b E 45 m 4R i A3 1T TR 5T, ik
TEMREHELR KT A5 mAE R B AR5 T A R BT R B 7, 3R
H5H & 4L MK R #4752 (Chen Gang et al. ,2003) , 458 B8, F LRI A
PEBR 5 OB B B AR PR QLIS OB N R BEAd B U EXLEE, 2005 4, %
SCHRSF 2z A0 RHG A BE TR XTa%B‘Jﬁﬁ%ﬁMTB?% 2F THBF 0T
T BOHT R (4R 3CHR , BRJTAE ,2005) ;
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AUHE vin BN B0 R A, B v T T UK R, [ ke SR BB B AT AR A A kT
fR o MR JFURHE A2 IR 53 20 A7 07 T, — M2 B 20K Tl 9 204 07 36, 0 %) 7 2 B
MER, —BRIXIN o FHR BARER v AR, RE S, ER=FFRER
8 FLAE — RE MR FN) NaOHL ¥ R v f V% i R R LA (X 43 9, 3 2 0 B 785 4 F #ik &F
HR LD TREGERMAPLF AR, 8 LBy 8 b 15 5808 P 0 22 B 4 A, (B



