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U. S. military officials say progress is being made in
Iraq, months after an influx of additional American
troops. But prominent Democrats in Congress say the
military gains are not enough, and the Iragi government
must do more on the political front. VOA’s Paula Wolfson
reports.
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With Congress deliberating war funding, the debate
e situation in Iraq is heating up again.

The Bush administration says the troop surge ordered
by the president earlier this year has resulted in-a drop in
the level of violence.

The U. S. second-in-command in Iraq says there has
been steady progress, and things seem to be moving in the
right direction. General Ray Odierno says both U. S. and
Iraqgi civilian casualties are down. He also says there has
been a 25 to 30-percent decline on foreign fighters entering
Iraq, and notes Syria is taking steps along its Iraqi border.

He spoke on CNN’s Late Edition program. “ The
additional forces we have (in Iraq) have been able to
eliminate safe havens and sanctuaries there were,” said
General Odierno. “We continue to see increased capacity
in the Iraqi security forces. But probably most importantly,
we are seeing the Iraqi people reject terrorism within Iraq. ”

The troop surge was ordered by President Bush in an
effort to create a security environment in which the Iraqi
government could move forward with political reconciliation

General Odierno was asked if Iraq’s leaders are taking
the necessary steps. “They probably are not doing it as
quickly as we would like,” he said. “But they are starting
to take steps. Some of these problems are long-term
problems that have gone on for decades in Iraq and it is
going to take some time to solve them. ”

But some members of the U. S. Congress wonder if the
current Iragi government can bring the country together.
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Senator Carl Levih — a Democrat from the state of
Michigan — is chairman of the Senate Armed Services
Committee. He also appeared on CNN'’s Late Edition.

“There is growing, | would say, frustration with the
national political leaders in their failure to carry out
commitments they made to themselves and us a year ago,”
said Senator Levin.

Levin said Congress will provide funding for
U. S. troops in Iraq, but added lawmakers will continue to
press the Bush administration to pressure Iraqi Prime
Minister Nouri al-Maliki to settle these political differences.

Members of Levin’'s committee have been traveling to
Iraq in recent days for a first hand look at the situation.
Virginia Democrat James Webb told NBC’s Meet the Press
that military progress is not enough. He said the Bush
administration has not matched the high performance of
American troops with a robust regional diplomacy.

“That is the only way we are going to be able to take
advantage of the quality of the work our military people
have done and we are still waiting,” said Senator Webb.

Webb has a son who is serving with U. S. forces in al-
Anbar province. He said there has been political
reconciliation in that part of the country, but stressed it
began before the influx of extra American troops.

o\, - By =
ewmiEy, 4
EESANERODEANEN, AXPRREBNFILE

Wk nFEEX,



®Rib
ITAXERERWPE TER

News Item 1 Iraq, Iraq and Iraq

HERRAGEENRERNER, EEERNEH

£ERFREERPRENERERSRE, BAUT
gb iFgtiek. & - R EBEREERNPREFRNAGT
EERD, HEFRENEFRERDT 25% ~30%,
Hh3F SR T4 T B 27O T A8 £ RBEIE.

#7E CNN g (Bri@ T B) Lt “RMOEFENES
HE, TURPFEEARNRS, EHENFHEXEMEMT
BEE, REREEER. RINELXAPHEZRERS
HBEH TN LT, BERFREETNR, PREARRMENR
BB EN "

HHAGEREPRERE, SENPRRBFNFR
RN RENINFRHEE,

L EBFRENASARTERRLEREN, K
BEEER: HNREFLEBRNERNBHR, ER14E
NE2FERNEE, £ LEaBRKNn, BRRBL
ERFREELT TRENED, BE—LHE,"

ERESH—ERAREENNPRRBERREHEN
G—ER, EESURTHR/HIREZWRA. BURES
ERERTEEH KRR - FIX, 8B 7T CNN &9 (BE[E
:ﬁa)o

SWRATIK: “Rikkh, BRBEASE - FIHK
EEESH, MEMRNELBIESEN."

FIXHRELEHEEFHARIASE, BR, BEFHNT
EBREHHBERE, FHREPFRTIEEER - 52
ERJUXEBIE N

IXBREMRBEEF TRRRE, MEEF—HET
MEBENHER, BERTIREXABEBE - FHENBC K
BERES LR, BENTEEFRONZKR, EBTHHF
SENESEBHHER. RNNEBARAFRSNERLRES



BRIMNE—TUF AOAE, MAERNEESFTEZ—ER.
SWREMYE: "W TFRNOFEALZHIH. R
“EEHN—1), XERBRINE—TUFBHHE"
EHE-NIILFEZERFR R RESHBMAERE.
gy LT RENM, BREXREERZATXM
MMEHBRELTFIET o




