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Chapter 1

The New Captain

It was 1815, and the ship Pharaon was on its return
journey to France. It was returning to Marseilles. The
ship was loaded with a cargo of cloth and dye. A crowd
had gathered to watch her arrival. However, by the
slow rate the ship was going, everyone knew something

was wrong.
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The New Captain

Chapter 1 T wEE
The Pharaon’s owner, Monsieur Morrel, was
thrilled that his ship had come safely home. As the boat
neared, Morrel realized that Captain Leclere was not at
the wheel. Instead, there stood a tall sailor that Morrel

did not recognize.

He knew that the man must have bad news. He
immediately took a rowboat to the side of his ship. As
he got closer, he recognized the man to be Edmond
Dantes.

“What has happened, Edmond?” Morrel wanted to

know.

Edmond told his employer that the captain was
dead. He explained that he had contracted brain fever in

Naples, Italy.

“Sir,” said Edmond, “Captain Leclere was buried at

sea.”

Edmond then went on to assure Morrel that his

cargo had arrived safely.
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The New Captain
Chapter 1 T WEE
Morrel was saddened by the news of Leclere’s death.
Still, he knew that Edmond would do a fine job as
captain.

Edmond was a tall young man of nineteen. Even
though he was young, Edmond Dantes knew the sea
well. Morrel looked into the sunburned face of Edmond.
He knew this was the man that should be the Pharaon’s

new captain.

He thanked Edmond for his help and the men shook
hands. After consulting his partner, who wholcheartedly

agreed, he announced Edmond would be the new captain.

Edmond was thrilled at being given such a chance.
He was young but the men liked him and they were like
a family. The crew understood that Edmond knew the
sea. They trusted him to lead them safely on their

journeys.

All of them, except one, that is.
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