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Brief introduction

Once upon a time in Jiajing Period of Ming Dynasty in
Hengyang Prefecture (higher level of county), under the wing
of Yan Song, Prime Minister of that time, Zongbing He " ruled
local people very rudely. One day, his son, He Sanlang went
hunting in the outskirt of the county, and ran into a pretty
woman named Wang Yuhuan, who was on her way to sweep
tomb sites of her loved ones. Seeing her, He Sanlang wanted
to molest her, but he failed and fell into the river, drowned.
Hearing the death of Sanlang, Zongbing He threatened Zhixian
Huang Boxian, the highest administrative officer in Hengyang,
to cut Wang Yuhuan’ s head. After finding out the facts, Huang
wanted to save Wang, but he could not think out an idea. Just
then, Huang’ s daughter, Xiulan, foster child, Qiuping and
Wang Yuhuan decided to draw lots for death and life. Xiulan
had the luck and would take Yuhuan’ s place. At this critical
moment, Xun’ an? Hairui, who was on a secret visit there,
learned the case. Hairui had a retrial of the case, and gave the
right sentence.

(1The name of Zongbing He came after his family name and the military
position he took.
2Xun’ an is the name of an official position.
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Once upon a time in Jiajing Period of Ming Dynasty, there was a woman
named Wang Yuhuan in Hengshan County. Her mother died when she was young,
and her father served in the army away from home for vears. Wang Yuhuan was
brought up by her aunt, who took Yuhuan as her own daughter.
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Under the wing of Yan Song, Zongbing He of Hengyang Prefecture ruled local
people very rudely. His son, He Sanlang did evil things all day along. On Qingming",
he went hunting in the outskirts of Hengyang, together with his understrappers.

D Qingming, Pure Brightness, is one of the 24 solar terms in China, which comes around 5th April. On that day,
people usually go o sweep tomb sites of their beloved and offer sacrifices to the ancestors.




2 fo¥2

i

WE L
Rz
Z | —=
RE
R olw K
== 5
PRk B
’O_&
1 o —
k& A
* 8 X
3k
%
de % 7
1= 5
"i@

i
a4

On the way to the tomb site of her relatives with her aunt, Wang Yuhuan
came across the bane, He Sanlang, who had a malicious intent when he saw this
pretty woman.
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He went to her, and said, “Hey, pretty. I wanna you be my concubine,
huh?” When be rejected, He Sanlang came up with another idea, “How dare
you to hidden the pheasant hurt by me! Give it back to me, otherwise:--"
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Her aunt wanted to stop He Sanlang, but was pushed down, sitting on the
ground, paralysed. Wang Yuhuan was scared, and ran towards to the river nearby,
intending to commit suicide by jumping into the river, just in case that she could
not escape.
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Seeing He Sanlang and his servants running closer, Wang Yuhuan went on
the bridge in panic. He Sanlang jumped forward to catch Wang, but he failed and
fell into the river, disappeared in the river in no time.
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The servants were flustered on seeing this, but they took Yuhuan to
Zongbing He’ s mansion, saying that it was Wang Yuhuan who pushed He
Sanlang into the river, because she intended to rob him.
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Hearing this, Zongbing He was irritated, heart—broken and sorrowful,
roaring, “You useless flunky, I will punish you, all of you. Oh my poor boy, I will
revenge for you, I promise.”
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He came to the county government office, and asked Zhixian Huang Boxian
to sentence Wang Yuhuan to death. Huang was the highest administrative official
in Hengyang County.
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Huang was fair and frank, and strict with himself, but he didn’ t dare to
stand against Zongbing He. Hearing from He, he ordered the suspect and the
accuser to confront in the court.
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On seeing this weak woman, Huang Boxian didn" t believe that such a girl
could commit robbery and homicide. However, before Wang finished her words,
Zongbing He shouted, “Nonsense, kill her right now.”
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Huang understood there must be injustice in the case, and denied making
a hasty sentence. When Zongbing He wanted to judge the case himself, he said in
anger, “Holding court trial is not in the responsibilities of an army official. Leave
the court please.”



