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ABSTRACT

This book focuses on the coexistence of time words in the
former clause and the latter clause of the complex sentence.
Time words especially signify the defined words of “ year, month
or day”; the complex sentence commonly refers to the one that
contains only two clauses; the coexistence means that either of
the clauses in the complex sentence contains a time word and
they coexist in the former clause and the latter clause.

Under the Government of the Clause, the two time words
coexisting in the former clause and the latter clause are not only
influenced by the whole complex sentence in forms, grammar
and senses, but interact and display all kinds of features and
regularity; on the other hand, their coexistence will affect all the
grammar, semantics and pragmatics of the whole complex
sentence; furthermore, some grammatical phenomena are
probably the results of the interaction of time words and the
complex sentence.

This book consists of five chapters.

Chapter one mainly introduces the aim and method of this

paper, and the forerunners’ research, then explains the
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grammatical functions and meanings of the time point words and
the time period words.

Chapter two investigates the collocation of the two
coexisting time words, exblorés the -collocation from sentence
combination, syntax and semantics these three aspects
respectively, and refers to the related semantic and pragmatic
features when necessary.

Chapter three mainly studies the special forms of the time
words in the former clause and the latter clause, discusses “the
coordinate time words”, “the collocation of time words” and “the
anaphora of time words” by turns, and examines some semantic
and pragmatic features produced by some special forms.

Time point and time period collocate and form three kinds of
collocation, that is, time point and time point, time period and
time period, time point and time period. Chapter four examines
all semantic relationship of the time words in the former clause
and the latter clause on these three occasions, and sometimes
discusses the relationship between time words and the complex
sentence.

Chapter five summarizes this paper by pointing out the main
conclusion and the demerit, then gives first thinking to some
questions related to this paper.

Chapter two and chapter three mainly discuss the form,
while chapter four emphasizes the meaning. By the description

and analysis of linguistic facts, we obtain some regularity, and
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form some theoretical viewpoints.

The complex sentence is the transition from the simple
sentence to the text. Studying time words by putting them in the
context of coexistence is superior to the mode of researching
them in simple sentences, and helps us know more about the
various grammatical, semantic and pragmatic features of time
words, at the same time will extend our knowledge, enrich the
content of the theory of the Government of the Clause, and is a
try of the combination of the traditional syntactic research and

the newly-rising text research.
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