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PREFACE

In honour of that contributed to Anti-Fascist, reedited Qutstanding Photographs of World War II is finally
republished with the help of all sections.

In the summer of 1947, Shu Zonggqiao, a journalist and a photographer graduated from Fudan University,
with American Winfred, combining the wartime propaganda agencies of U.S.A., U.K., U.S.S.R. and China,
founded the “U.N. Magic Lantern Photographs Service” in order to report the process of war in the form of
photographs and lanternslides. On the basis of which United Pictorial, the most important news pictorial press
in China came into being several months later. Winfred assumed the office of president, and Shu Zonggiao was
the editor in chief. Because of its special background and superior position, United Pictorial was rich in pictorial
resources, some of which were taken by colleagues of the press, some were collected from the public, and some,
taken by the Allied communication troops and war correspondents, were got through fax or by military
airplanes. Having rich, reliable, timely and valuable contents, these photographs attracted the attention of the
public and played an important part in inspiring the Allied and Chinese troops as well as undermining the
enemy’s morale.

After the Second World War, United Pictorial was transferred to Shu Zongqiao as a private press on a
nominal rent of one dollar permonth, and moved from Chongqing to Shanghai. There, Shu zongqiao kept
collecting photographs about World War II. He sought for old photos and materials on old stalls and in the
houses where the traitors or Japanese once lived, purchased them from the foreign news agencies and amassed
them from his friends. Furthermore, supported by the Chinese Communist Office in Shanghai, he collected over
200 precious photos about the heroic battles of Eighth Route Army and New Fourth Army, the guerillas against
Japanese army. In September 1946, with the pictures mentioned above and the accumulated photos from years
of United Pictorial, Shu Zongqiao compiled A Pictorial History of the World War Il , which composed of more
than 400,000 words and 1,000 photographs and was of great historical value for reference and collection. In may
1947, he cooperated with Cao Juren, a cultural elite, to compile another monumental work, A Pictorial History
of China's War of Resistance Against Japan, on which Zhu Ziqing commented: “This pictorial book has a
faithful account and the photographs are valuable.” In February 1948, He, together with Wei Shouzhong,
another photographer , chose 232 from lots of photos on the subject of World War II and published the
Outstanding Photographs of World War I, which successfully gave the reader a vivid historical impression
of the World War I . These pictorial books had a great effect in the society, in which most of the photographs
were copied, reproduced and cited many times. Many American universities, such as Harvard, Stanford and etc,
regarded them as important reference data for World War 11 study. In 1984, Collection of Historical
Photographs of Japanese Invasion to China, published by Xinhua Press, cited over 30 photographs from these
books. In particular, these books were esteemed as the powerful and solemn evidences of the Japanese
invaders’s guilty when the Kuomintang Government accused the Japanese war criminal in 1948.

Time flies and things change. The pictorials, which were once splendid and precious, have faded away from
people’s memory. Many of the original books were lost, and the remains are precious. In order to preserve and
represent these valuable historic footnotes, under the generous support from the family of Mr. Shu Zonggiao,
we decided to reedit the Outstanding Photographs of World War 1I.

The new edition is on the basis of the original one published in 1948, supplementing some photos about
Eighth Route Army and New Fourth Army from the third edition of A Pictorial History of the World War Il
and those from A Pictorial History of China’ s War of Resistance Against Japan published respectively in
March and May, 1947. The preface and the explanatory words in the original edition of Qutstanding



Photographs of World War II were in Chinese and English. This time, we also provide Japanese translation.
And so do, the new photos added. In order to distinguish from the original edition, all newly supplemented words
and photos are asterisked.

We have achieved more on the research about World War I during the past 60 years. Some viewpoints
in Outstanding Photographs of World War I maybe out of date and not that pertinent. For the purpose of
conserving the historical sources, we published this book and in its original style with few corrections. It is
necessary for the reader to distinguish and enjoy it with his or her own eyes. For example, Stiwell Road, which
once shocked the western countries for its hardships and dangers and directly influenced the White House to
aid China with more weapons and resource, has been believed a portion of Burma Road in Yunnan province
for quite a long time. In fact, the zigzag road in this photo has been found at Banguanpo, Wuyi village, Liancheng
town, which is one kilometer away from Qinglong county, Guizhou province.

These photos will help rekindle memories on that historic period, which brought so much misery to the
human being. They will also bring back the days when the whole nation rallied together to fight against foreign
invasion. Winfred, the president of the United Pictorial once said:“Hundreds of thousands of soldiers were
fighting and bleeding in every battlefields. Their bloodshed adds infinite glory to our pictures. A small picture
may be the result of hundreds of thousands of lives.” In the original preface of Outstanding Photographs of
World War 1T, we can also find the following words:“+-++-- it is hoped that this book will not be taken for a mere
picture book or a motion picture magazine for even one single scene in the photographs reproduced here may
have cost millions of lives, representing a struggle between the forces of light and darkness, right and violence,
which inevitable path left behind by history.”

Let us firmly keep this heavy and dark episode of history in our mind, and work together for the lofty career
of world peace and development.

In preparing this book the editor is greatly indebted to many institutions and friends, foreign and Chinese,
and it is appropriate that this be mentioned with hearty thanks.

Thanks to Shu Zonggiao ,and Shu Sijin, Shu Siyin, Shu Daming , Shu Dayuan, offspring of Shu Zonggqiao,
without the original you offered, this book can not come into the world.

Thanks to Beijing Artron Color Printing co., LTD, for your masterful retouch technology.

Thanks to Professor Tang Jianqing in Nanjing University and Ms. Wang Jianxin in Tianjin Commerce
Commission for your selfless help.

We wish this book would bring more pleasure to the friends who like to collect historical photographs.

August 15, 2005
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PREFACE

This is purely a pictorial war history from “September 18th, 1931” to the surrender of Japan to the Allies,
recording the Second World War of the present century.

It is Right that always prevails over Might in the end, although the latter may appear triumphant over the
former for a certain length of time. Fascism stirred up the war and war finally destroyed Fascism in the tremen-
dous struggles. This war was won through the unity of the democratic forces, which well demonstrated the
manner by which men should live together.

This pictorial book is intended to give the reader a vivid, and almost indescribable impression of the war.
Thus it is hoped that this book will not be taken for a mere picture book or a motion picture magazine for even

one single scene in the photographs reproduced here may have cost millions of lives, representing a struggle

between the forces of light and darkness, right and violence the inevitable path left behind by history.

Embodying the resultant peace which followed this war we hope it is not superfluous to publish this book
today when the world is shaken with fresh disturbances. Indeed, it may serve as a reminder of the terrific price
we have paid in this last war, a vast stream swelling with myriads of tiny blood-pools, but a rich source of
experience and wisdom. In front of this source we have erected a headstone to peace and this headstone of peace
let us not destroy with our own hand. To maintain peace and denounce war is a duty from which none of us can
shrink today.

In preparing this book the editor is greatly indebted to many institutions and friends, foreign and Chinese,

and it is appropriate that this be mentioned with hearty thanks.

February 1, 1948
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A Brief History of World War 11

In World War II we witnessed the second colossal tragedy of human bloodshed of the current century. From the very first
scene of this world-wide conflict (which consisted of the Mukden Incident of September 18, 1931), to the final conclusion of
the whole war in August 1945, a period of nearly fourteen years was spanned.

The War had its beginnings in Asia. But when hostilities broke out on the European Continent, the political and spiritual
alliance between Germany, Italy and Japan was extended to embrace a military alliance of the Unholy Three. When in due course
war broke out between Germany and the Soviet Union, and later in the Pacific in 1941, the flames of war which surged over
both the Eastern and Western Hemispheres were joined into a single and inseparable conflagration. The whole world was divided
the Fascists and the anti-Fascists; the Axis powers and the anti-Axis powers; the aggressors and

into two principal camps
the resisters of aggression. Few indeed were the nations which could escape from being embroiled in the world’s most gigantic
combat of strength.

In the early stages of the War, the Axis powers who launched their aggressive schemes held in their hands the superiority
of the initiative. The thundering assaults of the enemy’s offensives predominated the early scenes of the conflict. The
preparations on the part of the Allied Nations for their counter-offensive were only gradually being brought to perfection in 1943,
and it was not until a year later that their large-scale counter-attack could be launched.

But once the Allies began their counter- offensive, the Axis powers found themselves on the downgrade. Mussolini of Italy
first collapsed. This was soon followed by news of Hitler’s death. The German Army, hemmed in by strong forces on all sides,
surrendered. The war in Europe was thus ended. Deprived of her war-mates of Germany and Italy, the spiritual isolation of Japan
was accentuated. Her “suicidal” offensives could not check the absolutely superior firepower of the Allies, and this “Strong-
man of the East”, who for half a century held hegemony over East Asia, was finally forced to bend her knees and to sign her
surrender on board the U.S.S. Missouri.

Causes of the War

The war was brought into being by the Axis powers of Germany, Italy and Japan. With her growing prowess achieved, since
the end of World War I in 1918, Japan began to nurse designs on the Asiatic Continent. Her militarists and financial overlords
freely disseminated Fascist ideas among the people who were encouraged to undertake acts of aggression. In Italy, which did
not obtain much gain from the first war, Mussolini organised his Black Shirts, and his cry for the restoration of the glories of
the ancient Roman Empire found enthusiastic response from the people. In Germany, whose political and economic structure
disintegrated following defeat in the first World War, the people’s dissatisfaction with conditions at that time was worked up
to the highest pitch and a popular demand for power, for the rebirth of the spirit of Germany, was easily created. For these reasons,
time and the geographical situation all helped to make these three totalitarian states of Japan, Italy, and Germany the ideal cradle
for the growth of Fascism.

The Versailles Treaty, given birth by the first World War, was considered by the Germans to be shackles over them. The
unsuccessful political maneuvres launched by the Germans for the abrogation of Versailles was quickly exploited by Hitler who
sought to achieve his results through military conquest.

While the forces of Fascism were thus seeking rapid expansion, the strong powers like Britain and France were pursuing
a realistic diplomacy of compromise, the so-called policy of appeasement. Japan was invading China’s Northeastern provinces;
the German Army, rearmed, entered the Rhine and occupied Saarland; Italy. invaded Abyssinia; and both Germany and Italy
participated in Spain’s civil war. To all these atrocities Britain and France merely looked on askance-fearing lest any positive
stand might lead to war. But the compromises and concessions made by the Anglo-French powers only served to encourage
directly more aggressive acts on the part of the Fascists. In 1938, Germany absorbed Austria, and Czechoslovakia suffered the
same fate. When the latter country was also sacrificed, Poland became the next victim.

China as the Advance Guard of Anti-Fascism

In 1931, the Japanese met with no obstacles when they began their invasion of the Northeastern provinces, China’s
treasurehouse. They immediately began to embark on a large-scale invasion of the Continent, and. in three months occupied
the whole of China’s northeastern provinces. Early in 1932, they staged an incident in Shanghai. Towards the end of the same
year, the Japanese attacked the Great Wall, experimenting, no doubt, on the possibility of breaking through this back-door of
North China. Unprepared at that time, China tolerated all these criminal assaults without hitting back effectively. The Japanese
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