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Foreword

The People’s Republic of China was founded on October 1, 1949, and China has
experienced dramatic changes in the 60 years since. Today, our economy and our
confidence are stronger than ever. But this book is not about statistics. Instead, it
reflects the lives of ordinary people, as captured by photographers over the past six
decades. .

As the saying goes, a picture is worth a thousand words. And so, what is more valuable
than a selection of some of the best pictures that show the way we were? The way
we Chinese people lived our lives, pursued our dreams, struggled against all odds, and
came closer and closer to realizing our aspirations — all of these have made us who we
are. To understand today’s China, we must first look back to understand yesteryear’s
China. This is not for the sake of nostalgia. Instead, the vivid details captured in this
book, and absent from most history books, provide both a powerful history lesson and
a walk down memory lane.

In the old days, when the average lifespan stretched fewer than 60 years, six decades
would account for an entire lifetime. Today, a person born in 1949 — likely named
Jianguo in commemoration of New China’s founding — would be reaching retirement
age. And what a life that person must have lived! The lives of such people would have
likely been filled with so many twists and turns that they would make melodramatic
fiction seem tame. They might be lives that began with the end of war and misery, and
have improved, along with the country, to attain a middle-class existence characterized
by abundance. Many such lives have been typified by the transition from subsistence
to prosperity within a single generation. A 60-year-old republic is still quite young but
— perhaps one that has just entered its adolescence.

China has undergone more changes in the past six decades than many countries
have in more than two centuries. This transformation is reflected in the customs and
lifestyles of both urban and rural Chinese. All the progress that we have made year
after year can be seen in even the small things in life — the food on our tables, the
clothes we wear, the way we spend our leisure time, our pursuits, our joys and our
sorrows. Certainly, 60 years may represent but a drop of water in the long river that is
history. But this drop captures the vicissitudes of a great epoch, just as our collection
of photographs is a testament to the various facets of Chinese people’s rich life.

And if we think of our history as a river, it is worth remembering that it keeps forever
changing. We celebrate the 60th anniversary of New China’s founding not only because
of all of our achievements but also because the present is not a repeat of the past. We
have come a long way, but understanding where we have come from will enrich us and
guide us, and help us create a better tomorrow.

Finally, let me take this chance to thank all the 248 photographers who come from
various parts of China. Their photos, 362 in total, cover each year between 1949 and
2009. Some of them have since left us but their images will be with us forever.
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Reviewing China in the first half of the 20th Century, an American historian wrote
that between the 1890s and the 1940s, many people published books and articles
claiming that China was awakening, rising, changing, and even being reborn. But
each time, “the great recumbent figure relapsed into its semi-comatase state.”

The historian continued: “The prophets erred only in time, not in their expectation
— when the Communists took power in China in 1949, the event so often foretold
finally came to pass. . .”

In the autumn of 1949, Mao Zedong, the would-be first chairman of the central
government of the People’s Republic of China, delivered his opening address to the
Chinese People’s Political Consultative Conference. He said: “We are all convinced
that our work will go down in the history of mankind, demonstrating that the
Chinese people, comprising one quarter of humanity, have now stood up... From
now on our nation will belong to the community of the peace-loving and freedom-
loving nations of the world and work courageously and industriously to foster its
own civilization and well-being and at the same time to promote world peace and
freedom. Ours will no longer be a nation subject to insult and humiliation. We have
stood up.”

The title of the speech was “The Chinese People Have Stood Up”. Among his
audience were leaders of the Communist Party and its allies, who were meeting in
Beijing to lay down the policies of the state that they were creating.

It was a time when the Chinese people’s all hard struggle towards their liberation
began to pay off.

Several days later, on October 1, 1949, the founding ceremony of the People’s
Republic of China was held in Beijing. Since then, the Chinese people have not only
stood up but have also been working, with all their might, in building their nation.

So China, with its size, its population, and the energy of its people, has always been
able to surprise the world.

Some observers cannot help but wonder how a nation that had been asleep for
hundreds of years could, once it started to change, become so fond of revolutionary
changes — with virtually endless new plans, new goals, and new actions that defy
their imagination. What are the Chinese doing? What do they really want?
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Actually, many seemingly independent events in the history of the People’s
Republic are inter-related on a higher level. Since it is neither possible nor
preferable for the Chinese people to solve their problems by copying other
countries’ models, they have to carve their own destiny.

Such a spirit of independent innovation is also the driving force for China’s
economic take-off.

The start of reform and opening up to the global market in 1978 marked the
turning point in the nation's economic development. Tremendous changes have
been made since Deng Xiaoping, then 88, led his tour to south China in 1992.
Shenzhen, a former fishing village adjacent to Hong Kong, was made into a
special economic zone in 1980 and has since grown into a modern manufacturing
center with more than 8 million residents and 4 million migrant workers. In 2008,
Shenzhen’s GDP reached 780 billion yuan, making up more than 20% of the GDP
of Guangdong province.

Some of Shenzhen’s first-generation builders have now retired. But many more
people of the younger generation have followed in their footsteps and are working
on building sites in new cities and industries. The reform and opening-up are
providing China with ever more opportunities for creative work.

Looking back at all the hardships that it has been through and its great
achievements, all Chinese people, no matter which generation they belong to,
would be proud of their nation. Jiang Duo’s photograph of a young couple, on
their visit to the Tian’anmen Square, captures very well such a patriotic feeling.

Each year starting from 1963, Jiang has taken photographs in Tian’anmen Square
of visitors from all over the country. He has pictures of entire families (in which
“the father’s face shows that he was still working on the farm the previous day”),
of handicapped children helped by their parents (one from Xinjiang “did not have
even 15 yuan left after paying all their medical bills”), of noisy groups, and of
whispering lovers.

In the spring of 2009, Jiang took a photograph of two people that he believes is
the best he has ever taken — “both characters with bright, loving, and confident
looks.” These are “inspiring looks,” Jiang said. “I love this piece of work of mine so
much that | decided to gift it to myself on my 72nd birthday.”
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51l Gao Fan
RIZEE R The PLA Pictorial
1949428 = JEFFIFE  Soldiers march through
s, PEARMIX the Xisi Archway, Beijing,
ZEERRAEIS MU ER4E,  in February 1949.
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S0l  Gao Fan
B ZEE IR  The PLA Pictorial
1949428  KZ[1/” Local people gather
HERTHIEEEEAR.  ata marble column in
Tian'anmen Square, Beijing,
in February 1949.
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Wang Wengqi

A pupil from Kangding, Sichuan
province, climbs on a truck to hand
a letter of sympathy to soldiers
who are going to Tibet.
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Ru Suichu

The People's Pictorial

Ye Jincai, a farmer from Mogou village,
Minhe county, Qinghai, plows his land
for the first time in 1951. He was given
the farm during land reform.
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f£$578 Ren Xihai
ERMEARZARIE Qingdao Arts Gallery for the Mass
1982 WWHRESRIHALMERS,  Villagers in Diaolongzui, Qingdao,
HEMNEETIHH TR TLELH,  Shandong province, measure land
HEESLTIHREFESDER S, in preparation for reforms in 1982.



‘T |

1949 - 2009

ZhF %) Ru Suichu
ANEER The People's Pictorial
F, FHERME)IO  Farmer delegates use soya beans
X "’: 2, REREMHFEEH to vote at a village in Minhe county,
FREERNRINESER Qinghai province, in 1951.
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H® GanNan
Jb 5 Mg 3R Beijing Evening News
2002E8H17H, bW ERBX L Citizens of the Jiudaowan community,
EBMXEHTEERFEZ, Dongcheng district, Beijing, attend
communty election on August 17, 2002.
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%) Ru Suichu
AR EIR The People's Pictorial
1952, HigEEFHE EHAWMHFTEH A rural woman argues with a landowner during

BE, REMGTHTESEMAS,  land reform at Shangwuzhuang village in
Huangzhong county, Qinghai province, in 1952.
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