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Abstract

This book is a comprehensive review of the development of psychological re-
search in colleges and universities in China since the reform and opening in 1978,

At first, this book briefly introduces stages of the development of psychology in
China during the past thirty years, outlining the developmental features of different
periods and representative achievements made in each major branch of psychological
pursuit,

Chapters 1—14 describe the development of fourteen major branches of psychol-
ogys each chapter falling into three sections; outline, progress and achievement, ex-
perience and prospect.

Studies have been carried out in theoretical psychology and history of psychol-
ogy, and important achievements have been attained in scientific views of psychol-
ogy. intelligence theory, psychological methodology and the history of Chinese and
western psychology.

Research on basic psychology have focused on the process of senses and percep-
tion, language cognition, implicit learning, memory, thinking and problem solving,
time cognition, emotion and animal behaviors. Theory of topological perception and
research into Chinese cognition are the two most remarkable achievements in this
field.

Research on physiological psychology are characterized of the recent cognitive
neurosciences, ranging from perception, attention, memory, language, mathemat-
ics, emotion and social cognition, development of cognitive ability, cognitive impair-

ment and brain mechanism of thinking.
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Developmental psychology has explored cognitive development, social develop-
ment, special groups, life-span development and cross-cultural study of psychologi-
cal development of children, among which psychological development of Chinese
children, development of children’ s mathematical thinking, directional structure
teaching, creative thinking and moral development have gained representative re-
sults.

Research on personality psychology put stress upon Chinese perscnality, self,
time and personality, and personality measurement.

Social psychology attaches importance to specific psychology of Chinese people
and society, revealing some key characteristics of Chinese social cognition.

Learning, teaching, teacher psychology and education reform are the four re-
search topics that educational psychology deals with.

Studies on school psychology center on mental health, learning ability and so
on.

Apart from progress made in psychopathology, psychotherapy, psychological
counseling and training, the main achievements made with regard to clinical and
counseling psychology are the establishment of guidelines for professionals and psy-
chotherapy with Chinese characteristics.

Industrial psychology is primarily involved in engineering and management psy-
chology. Much attention has been paid to studies on man-machine system, working
environment, incentive, organizational development and new technology reform,
leadership and management decision, personal evaluation and selection, and so on.

Studies on sports psychology mainly deals with competitive sports, mass sports
psychology and behaviors.

Military psychology attaches importance to psychological selection and mental
health of the military individuals.

History of psychology of legality and psychological factors of crimes are mainly

discussed in the area of legality research.



Abstract

In addition, psychometrics aims at theoretical and applied studies of classical
testing theory, item response theory. generalizability theory and cognitive diagnostic
theory. Progress has been made in revising measurement tools and compiling of
scales as well.

In the end, this book provides both summaries and prospects for psychological
studies in colleges and universities in China in the past thirty years. It concludes that
academic freedom and national support are the major factors of developments in those
psychological studies. Besides, other factors are in good balance, such as the rela-
tionships between natural and social sciences, between experimental studies and the-
oretical thinking, between basic and applied research, multiply-oriented and cross-
disciplinary studies, internationalized and indigenous studies. It is expected that bas-
ic research in China will be widened and deepened, and applied research will bring

more benefits to the Chinese people.
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