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LI XUEMING

Born in 1954 in Xin County of
Shandong Province. Graduated from
the Art Department of Qufu Teach-
ers University. Now he is a member
of China Painters Association Shan-
dong Branch, vice chairman of the
Young Painters Association of
Shandong Province, professional
painter of Shandong Art Academy.
and painting editor of Shandong
Youth Newspaper. His picture al-
bum JICHANGS LEARNING OF
ARCHERY won the prize at THE
NOMA CONCOURS FOR ILLUS-
TRTIONS held by the ACCU of the
ESCO of the United Nations.
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CHEN QUANSHENG

Native town, Wendeng of Shandong
Province. A council member of Chi-
na Artists Association, vice chair-
man of Shandong Artists Associa-
tion, senior artist. He is skillful in
traditional Chinese painting. cartoon
and plates as well. In recent years.
he has researched the traditional Chi-
nese heavy coloured painting with
his whole heart and understood it

quite well. He has produced quite a

great number of famous paintings.
His stamp painting, entitled HIS-
TORICAL ROMANCE OF THREE
STATES won the gold prize of the

national best stamps in 1988.
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LI XINHUA

Age, 33. A member of China
Painters Association Henan Branch.
Graduated at the Art Department of
Henan University in 1982. Now he
is a teacher of the Arts and Crafts
Department of Henan University.
He has produced a great lot of
paintings. His  picture  album
SWORD was displayed on the 6th
National Art Exhibition and won
the 3d class prize in the 3d National
Picture Album Election. The SE-
LECTED WORLD CHILDRENS
STORIES won China Book Prize.




R BR

1947 FATER. FHMARER
HERBHEIDEE. PEEHRE
MoaeeR,. AMEEREHR
SHEEMG.

XU XUELIAN

Born in 1947 in Nanjing. An editor
of the Art Editorial Department of
Guizhou People’s Publishing House.
A member of China Painters Associ-
ation Guizhou Branch and member
of the Preparatory Group of the
Picture Album Research Union of
Guizhou Province.
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WANG WENCHENG

Born in 1958 in Qingdao. Graduat-
ed from Qingdao Arts and Crafts
School in 1980. He takes up the pic-
ture album painting as his main pro-
fession and has published a large
number of paintings in many Chi-

nese publications.

= E £k

1943 4= F 00| HER. 1969 FEE
MeFmIERER. fFaaEEi
F—ELEVSEREERME R
BEEEERREHE . FREF
TEERLFREZ. WEMIISE
R RE . XHhD/IoES
i,

HE CHANGLIN

Born in 1943 in Xindu of Sichuan
Province. Graduated from Sichuan
Painting College in 1969. He at-
tended the 1st China Art Exhibition
of the Minority Nationalities, the
6th National Art Exhibition and the
art exhibitions held by Japan and
Algeria, and won prizes. Now he is

an editor of Sichuan Fine Arts Pub-

lishing House.
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YANG WEN

Age, 39. Painting editor of POPU-
LATION PICTORIAL. Graduated
from the Art Department of Hebei
Teachers College. A member of the
Gouache & Watercolour Painting

Research Union of Hebei Province.
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YANG PEI1

Age. 39. Painting editor of POPU-
LATION PICTORIAL. Graduated
from the Art Department of Hebei
Teachers College. A member, of
Hebei Painters Association and
member of the Gouache & Water-
colour Painting Research Union of
Hebei Province.
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PU HUIHUA

Age, 43. Native place, Nanhai
county of Guangdong Province.
Graduated at the Art Department of
Shandong Teacher’s University in
1982. Now he is a lecturer of Shan-
dong Industrial Art College. His
paintings were displayed on many
exhibitions of provice, country and
foreign countries. More than ten
copies of his picture- story books
have been published. His picture-
story book The Girl Without Hands
won the second class prize on the
First Picture- story Works Exhibi-

tion of Shandong Provice.
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THE HAN NATIONALITY

The Han nationality, with a population of about 936.7 million, is the
majority nationality in China. Distributed throughout the country, it is most
concentrated in the valleys of the Yellow River, Yangts River, Pearl River
and the Liao Song Plain.The Chinese language belongs to the Sino-Tibetan
language family.

The Han nationality has a rich cultural heritage, distinctive customs
and a recorded history of 4000 years.

There are many colourful traditional festivals of the Han nationality. The
most significant are the Spring Festival, the Lantern Festival, the Clear
and Bright Festival, the Dragon Boat Festival, the Double Seventh Fes-
tival (when according to legend Cowherd and Girl Weaver meet in Heaven),
the Mid-Autumn Festival, the Double Ninth Festival, the Winter Solstice
Festival, the Eighth Day of the Twelfth Lunar Month Festival and the
Kitchen God’s Day. Among these, the most important festival is the Spring
Festival (the Chinese New Year). According to folk customs, ~during the
Spring Festival, people usually paste couplets on their door panels, put up
posters of the Spring Festival, set off firecrackers, pay calls on each other,
and engage in such activities as, play dragon lanterns, perform lion dances,
walk on stilts, go to flower markets and watch ice lanterns. The Spring
Festival symbolizes unity, prosperity and hope for the coming year.
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According to legend ,during the reign of Empertor
Wudi of the Han Dynasty,there was a counsel-
lor in the royal court, named Dong Fang Shuo.
He was greatly appreciated by the Emperor. One
day during the twelfth lunar month, Emperor
Wudi was quite unhappy for it had been snowing

continuously for some days.
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In order to divert the Emperor,Dong Fang Shuo
went out into the imperial garden to pluck a
plum blossom for him. On entering the imperial
garden, he suddenly saw a maid, with tears
rolling down from her face, run to a well. He

hurriedly went up and stopped her.
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The maid was called Yuan Xiao. Her home was
in a mountain village to the northwest of Chang
An city. Because she had not seen her parents
and sister for three years since entering the
palace, she was so grieved that she wanted to
commit suicide by throwing herself into the
well.
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The next day, Dong Fang Shuo went to Yuan
Xiao’s home. He told her parents and sister of his
idea.
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On hearing Yuan Xiao’s tearful complaint ,Dong
Fang Shuo said a few words of sympathy and
promised to think of a way for her to be reunited
with her family. Then, the maid smiled through
her tears.
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Returning to Chang An city, Dong Fang Shuo

offered to tell fortunes by ringing a bell in the
streets. His business was brisk for he was known
to be expert in the stars and the Book of Changes.
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It seemed rather strange that all the fortunes he
gave to his customers were the same, “You will
be burned to death on the 16th day of the first
lunar month , ”All the customers were frightened
out of their wits on hearing this and anxiously
asked for a method to save themselves.
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Dong Fang Shuo mysteriously said, “A maid in
red clothes riding on a white donkey will come
into the city from the northwest at Wei hour (be-
tween 1 p. m. and 3 p. m. ) on the 13th day of
the first lunar month. She is the Fire Goddess
coming to burn Chang An city. You had better
ask her for forgiveness!”
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At the time Dong Fang Shuo had predicted,a
maid really did come from the northwest. All the
people waiting outside the city gate knelt down
and piteously begged her to forgive them.
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The maid said without emotion , “I have received
the Heavenly Emperot’s order to burn Chang An
city on the 16th day of the first lunar month.
The Heavenly Emperor will watch from the
South Heaven Gate. [ dare not violate His
order)”
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But a few old men still piteously begged her to
save the city.  Considering your sincere
desire , ”the maid said, “I will tell you that you
should ask the Emperor of this world to think of
a method to avoid this disaster | ”Throwing down
a silk message,she swiftly rode away.
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Taking the silk message,a few old men went in a
fluster to call on Emperot Wudi. The Emperor
opened the silk message and read, “Chang An
city is in danger ,the palace will burn,the flames
from Heaven will drop and light up the night sky
on the 16th day of the first lunar month. ”
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The surprised Emperor immediately asked Dong
Fang Shuo to offer his advice to avoid the disas-
ter. Dong Fang Shuo said, “I heard that the Fire
Goddess likes to eat stuffed dumplings. We can
let the maid, Yuan Xiao,teach the people of the
capital to make stuffed dumplings to satisfy the
Fire Goddess. ”
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“And, ”Dong Fang Shuo added, “we should also
order all the stores of the capital to make
lanterns and lantern trees. On the 16th, we
should decorate the city with lanterns and set off
firecrackers. All the people inside and outside the
city must light up their lanterns. In this way,I
think we can surely deceive the Heavenly Em-
peror. ”
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Hearing this, Emperor Wudi was pleased. Right

away, he ordered that everything be done as
Dong Fang Shuo had said. Chang An city imme-
diately bustled with activity.
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On the 15th day of the first lunar month,every
family boiled stuffed dumplings to beg the Fire
Goddess for mercy. Because the dumplings made
by Yuan Xiao were the best, stuffed dumplings
also have been called “Yuan Xiao”since that

time.
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After sunset the next day, all the lanterns of
Chang An city were lit up, and the sounds of
firecrackers banged constantly. It seemed that
Chang An city really was burning.
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The four gates of the city were opened. The peo-
ple outside came into the city in crowds to see
the lanterns. Wearing common clothes and ac-
companied by the Empress, the imperial concu-
bines and the maids of the palace ,Emperor Wudi
came out of the palace to rejoice with the com-
mon people.
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It was a lively evening in Chang An city. Every
kind of acrobatics team from all directions came
in an endless stream, playing dragon lanterns,
performing the lion dance and the boat dance,
walking on stilts ,and so on.
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Every kind of lantern, such as lotus flower
lanterns, lotus seed lanterns, papetrcut figure
lanterns, grape lanterns and so on, lit up the
streets and lanes. Watching the lanterns,the peo-
ple tried to guess the riddles written on them.



